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PREFACE 



THE following Sermons are intended, primarily, 
for the ufe of thofe piaus and zealous perfons, 
who, pitying the deplorable ignorance of their poor 
neighbours, are accuftomeid to go into country vil- 
lages to inftruft .them:, a praftice, w^iich, though but 
lately adopted', bids fair to produce the moll fubftan- 
tial and ext^nfive advantages. A fcarcity ofdifcourfes, 
cxaftly fitted for this benevolent purpofe, has been 
jullly complained of ; for though there are hundreds 
of admirable fermons extant, yet> as moft of them were 
oti^ihally calculated to edify intelligent and well-in- 
formed congregations, and were publiflied on account 
of fome fuperior excellence in uyle or compofition, 
they are ill-fuited to the inftruSion of a ruftic and 
untaught people. This has induced the author to 
attempt a few village fermons — very platn^ and Jhort^ 
yet on the moft interefting fubjefts, and with fre- 
quent appeals to the confciencc. 

Thefe difcourfes may alfo be ufeful to families, 
efpecially thofe who cannot procure more expenfive 
volumes. Serious matters may permit them to be 
laid in the kitchen for the ufe of the fervants. 
The Teachers of Sunday Schools, where the 
means of grace arc not enjoyed, may, perhaps, 
think proper to read them to the cliildren. And, as 
each fermon is printed independent of the rell, and 

may 
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may be readily feparated, generous chriftians may hare 
opportunity to diftribute among their tenants, work- 
men, or fcrvants, a^umber of religious trafts, at a 
very fmall expence, adapting the fub]e£t to the par- 
ticular obje£t of their . charky. 

The Author begs leave to fuggeft, that after a ftr- 
mon has been read in a village, it may be expedient 
to leave copies of it, or one at leaft, with the people; 
that by a fecond reading, in private, the important 
truth, that was publicly recommended to their at- 
tention, may be better underftood, and more deeply 
confidered. 

In feveral different fermons, fome of the fame 
fentionents may be obferved to recur; this the Author 
was not anxious to avoid, becaufe he judged that the 
perfons, whofe profit he had in view, needed to 
have line upon line and precept upon precept.** 
Happy will he be, if, by the perufaj of them, any 
of his fellow men be turned from darknefs into 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God " to 
whofe blcflinjg the following pages are committed. 



On TuefJay^ May i, will be publijhedy 
Price One Shilling, 

A 

SECOND VOLUME 

OF 

VILLAGE SERMONS. 
Bt g. burder. 



CONTENTS. 



I. Aftsxvi. 30, 31. The Convcrfion of the Jailer* 

II. Matt. vii. 13, 14. The Broad and the Narrow 

Way. 

III. Rom. vii, The Nature, Spirituality, and Ufe 

of the Law. 

IV. Rom. X. 4. Chrift, the End of the Law, for 

Righteoufnefs. 

V. Eccl. vii. 29. The Fall of Man. 

VI. Eph. i. 6. Redemption. 

VII. John iii, 3. Regeneration, or tlie New Birth. 

VIII. Markvi. 12. Repentance. 

iX. Rom. viii. 9. The Work of the Holy Spirit. 
X. Heb. xii. 14. Holinefs. 
' XI. Heb. ix. 27. Death and Judgment. 
XII. Matt, xxiv. 46. Hell and Heaven. 



Lately puhlijbed^ By the Author of tbefe Sermns. 

3. An Abridgment of Dr.Owen on the Holy vSpirit, 3f. 

2. ■' Jwftification, 

2s. 6d 

3. The Good Old Way, id. or 7s. 6d. per hundred. 

4. The Clofet Companion, ditto. 

5. A Supplement to Dr. Watts's Pfalms and Hymns, is* 

6. The Weaver's Pocket-Book, 6d, bound. 
74 Early Piety, with Guts, for Children, 6d» 
8. Precious Promifes^ arranged, id. 



The Converfion of the Jailer. 



SERMON, 

ACTS XVI. 30,31. 



Sirs, what mufi I do to he Javtd ? And they /mid. 
Believe en the Lord Jejus Chrift, and thoujbalt 
be /aved. 
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% THX -CaK^^ERSION OF THE JAILZIU 



ACTS XVI. 30, 31. 

Sirsy what mujl I do to be faved ? Jnd they faid^ Bdlevt 
on the Lord Je/us Chri/I^ and thou Jhalt be faved, 

THE ducfti6n J have read to you was aiked bjr 
the Jailer at Philippi, and the anfwer was given 
bj Paul and Silas. I'he cafe vras this. Paul and Silas 
were taken up for preaching the gofpel, and brought 
before the rulers. »4^he ruJers unjuiUy caufed them 
to be feverely whipped, and then ** call thbm into pri- 
fon, charging thejailcr to keep them ftftly ; who, hav- 
ing received fuch a charge, thruft them into the inner 
.pnfon, and made their feet faft in the ftocks." 

But thcfe good men wcr« not unhaj^y. Their 
nailer was with thent, and filled their hearts with 
jdy ; fo that, even at midnight, they could not rcfraia 
firora finging praifcs to God ; and their fellow prifon- 
tfs, in other dungeons, heard them with furprife. 

tuft then, that God might Ihew his regard to them, 
;ana his anger againft their perfecutors, there was, all 
4>a a fudden, a very great and awful earthquake, fo 
that the foundation of the prifon was fliaken by it. 
At the fame time, all the doors flew open ; and aU 
the bonds and fetters that were on them, and the reft 
of the prifoners, dropped oflF at once. 

The keeper of the jail, flarting up from his fleep, 
and finding the prifoncrfr at liberty, was fo terrified 
left he (hould be charged with a oreach of truft in 
letting them efcape, that he drew his iw^rd) and was 
going to ftab himfcl£ 

But 
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But Paul, knowing his wicked dclign, and moved 
with pity for him, though he bad ufed them fo ilUcried 
out aload, ** Do thy fcif no harm^ for we are all here. 
The Jailer, calling for a light, ran witball fpeed into 
the inner prifon ; and being full of horror, at fuch 
an appearance of God in favour of his fervants ; and» 
at the lame time, ftruck by the Holy Spirit with a 
deep conyi&ion of his own gailt and danger ; he threw 
himfelf on the ground before them, and afked theit 
direflion for the relief of his foul, in the words of our 
text ; Sirs, what mull 1 do to be faved , A more 
important queftion was never afked* It becomes every 
one to make the fame inquiry ; and if any of you have 
never before ferioufly made it, God grant you may 
do fo now I Tbeanfwer given, and the only proper 
anfwer that could be given, was, Believe on ttie 
Lord Jcfus Chrift, and thou lhalt bitf^ faved." May 
the Lord aifift us while we coniider thele two parts of 
the text! 

I. An impmrtant quefiinnm 

II. Agtfpel dffwer. 

I* The que/Ihm^ It is in few words, but they are 
full of meaning. Let us examine it. And I ftuiU 
coniider it, firft. 

As the language of Convi^ton. By conviftion, I 
mean that work of the Holy Spirit oh the mind of a 
finner, whereby he is convinced that he is a finncr, 
and is properly afFeftcd with it. Without this, peo- 
ple try to excufe or leflcn their lins. Some lay the 
blame of their fin upon others, as Adam didTipon 
Eve, and as Eve did upon the fcrpent. People in ge- 
neral think very little, and very lightly, of their hn. 
Sonrie evefi make a mock of fin, and glory in iti 
This is a fad ftale to be in. Such perlons are very 
fer from God, and have no religion at all, whatever 
tliey may pretend to have. 
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But it is a good thing to be fenfible of our fin. It 
h the firft work of God upon the foul to make it fo. 
For this purpofe we muft confider the holy law of 
God, .contained in tlie ten commandments-. By 

. the law is the knowledge of fin." Thus St. Paul liim- 
fclf came to fee he was alinnei, as he telk us, Rom. 

. tii. 9. If ever we have broken the law, even once in 
our lives, we arc finners : for, as it is written,. Gal. 

• iii, 10. Curfed is every one that continuetb not in 
all things, written in the book of the law, to do 
them.** Now, who is there tliat can pretend to fay, 
he herer finned in all his life ? Do you not often, at 
public prayers, fay, you are miferable finners? Bwt 

■ It is one thing to fay fo, merely Lii a cuftoraary way ; 

• and another, to be fcrioufly convinced of it, and 
deeply aflFefted with it. 

The Holy Spirit not only brings us to admit, what 
wc can hardly deny, that we have finned ^ but' he alfo* 
ihews us, that we have finned much, and oftea. 
That we have finned in oi^r hearts tlioufands of times, 
when we have not feemed to others to fin. 

He alfo ihcws us the very great evil there is in fin* 
He (hews us what abominable ingratitude there is m 
it : for *• God has nouriflied us, and brought us up 

■ 96 children^t and we have rebelled againft him." He- 
Ihews what a iafe and fithy thing fin is ; that it makes 
us hateful and abominable in his fight, viler than the 
brutes that perifli. And he alfo fhews us the danger 
there is in fin. ** The wages of fin is death." bin 
brought all our miferies into the world. It is owing 
to fin that we muft all die and return to the duft ; and 
what is worfe, fin expofes to the wrath of God, and 
the flames of hell for ever. Now the Jailer faw all 
this, and therefore cried out, What nmft I do 
tote iaved?*' Aud this leads me next to obferve, 
thati 

This, 
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TBfs qheflm lej^aks Fear. Yes, my brethren, It 
fe the language of fear: it is the language of terror 
and confternation. Whenever we are alarmed at the 
approach of fome dreadful evil, it is natural to cry. 



fear ? Is it not a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
ef the living God ?" O ! confider who he is that we 
have provoked by our fins It is the great, the almighty 
God, who made the world with a word, and can 
crufli it in a moment. It is the Lord, who hatll 
his way in the whirlwind and in the ftorm, and the 
clouds are the duft of his feet. The mountains 
quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is 
burned, at his prefencc. Who can ftand before his 
indignation ? and who can abide in the fiercenefs of 
his anger?" Nahumr. 3 — 6. This is that dreadful 
God, who has faid •* that the wicked (hall be turned 
into hell, with all who forget him." Shall we not 
fear him then ? fhall we not tremble at his prefence? 

Yea, faith the Lord, 1 fay unto you, fear him, who 
can not only kill the body, but caft both body and foul 
into hell." O T how would you fhudder to feca fel* 
low creature burning at a Hake j how would you wifli 
that death would fpeedily end his pain! But how 
would* you feel to lee him burning a whole hour ; a 
whole day; a whole weekj and all the time filling 
the air with horrid fhricks, arid crying in vain for 
cafe or death ? Horrid as this would be, it gives but 
a feint idea of hell 5 that dreadful place of torment^ 
where the worm dieth not, and where the fire it 
not quenched." It was the dread of this, that made 
the Jailer cry, " What muft I do to be faved ?" And if 
was well for him, that he forefaw the evil, and found 
a* refuge from it. God grant we may all do the fame* 
But there i$< moxe in the queilion. 




And have not finners much to 
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' It is alfo the language of Defire ; eameft, ardent 
dcfirc. The natural man defires only carnal things. 
What (hall I eat, wh^t (hall I drink, what fhall I 
wear ? How may I be rich, and happy, and refpeded ? 
X)r, as the Pfalmift exprefles it, " Who will (hew nic 
any good ?*'~any worldly good, any temporary good. 
But that which is born of the Spirit is fpirit/' The 
awakened foul has new defires ; or rather, all his de- 
fires are brought into one, and that one is falva- 
tion. What (hall I do to be favedf-^to be deli- 
vered from the wrath to come ; to have my fins par- 
doned ; to be reftorcd to the divine favour This is 
now the one thing needful.*' Without this, all 
things are of no value; they are lefs than nothing, 
and vanity, compared with falvation. This earncll 
defire will foon be exprefled in prayer. For the fin- 
ner knows, that falvation can come only from God ; 
and, as, it was remarked by Chrift him(elf, concern- 
ing Saul when converted, •* Behold, he prayeth 
fo it will always be found, that the 'defire of |he new- 
born foul will vent itfclf in prayer. 

The queftion in our text is likcwifc the language of 
Hope. . I do not mean a lively and believing hope, 
founSed upon the gofpclj but a feeble, wavering hope> 
arifing from a general notion of the mercy ofi God. 
For there is in the minds of all mankind, fome no« 
tion that God is merciful, and may poflibly pardon 
and though this is too often abufed, and people en- 
courage thcmfelves by it to go on in fin, yet it is of 
great fervice to convinced finncrs, and keeps them 
from defpair, till the Spirit of God leads them by the 
gofpel to know that there is indeed forgivenefs with 
him, and that the blood of Jefus cleanfetli from all 
fin. Therefore the poor Jailer, though a blind hea- 
then, does not fay, " there is no mercy for me. I 
am fuch a finncr I never can be laved but his 
3 queftion 
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foeftion feems to fay, as tlie repenting Ninevites faid» 
on the preaching ot Jonah, Who can tell if God 
will turn and repent, and turn awa^ from his fierce 
anger that we perifli not Jonah iii. o. 

Once more, we may obferve, that the Jailer's qucf- 
tion includes a confeffion of bis Ignorance, He wanted 
to be faved, but he knew not how : nor can any man 
know this aright till he is taught of God. It is the 
true cbarafler of natural men, as mentioned Rom. iii. 
17. that ** the way of peace they have not known." 
By the fall of man, in Adam, " darknefs has covered 
the earth, and grofs darknefs the people." And this 
is the Hate, not only of the poor heathens, who have 
not the Bible, but of a great many called Chriftians. 
How many are there, among «x, who are entirely ig- 
norant of the way in which poor linners are faved by 
Jcfuj Chrift ! But to remove tl>is fatal darknefs, Chrift 
has commanded his minifters to preach the gofpel 
to every creature.'^ Paul and Silas were fo employed^ 
before they were c^ into prifoa. It had been de- 
clared in the city concerning thcny— Thefe mei> 
are the fervants of the moft high God, which {be^ 
unto us the way of falvation," ver. 17. As foon^ 
therefore, as tlie Jailer was convipced of his need of 
falvation, and his ignorance, he earneftly defires ta 
be taught by them. He no longer reviles and abufes 
thefe minifters of Chrift, but applies to them for in« 
ftrudion. And thus it wi^l be with all who are truly 
ferious. They will not mock at preachers of the goN 

Ei, but rather Stands in the way, and fee, and afk 
r the »ld paths ; where is the good way, that they 
may v^lk theveiy, and find reft for their fouls." Jer* 
vL x6. And now, fay, my friends, whether you have 
ever felt in your minds this earneft defirc to know 
the way of God more perfeSly ? For this end, do 
you bow your knees to God in prayer ? Do you read 

youf 
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your Bible for this purpofe ? And with this view d9 
you go to- hear the minifters of Chrift ? Be aflured) 
this is the purftiit o( ail who are under divine influ- 
ence. 

This queftion is alfo the language of Legality. Bf 
legality, I mean cleaving to the law ; or,>* going about 
to eftablifli our own rightcoufnefs*' by the deeds of 
the law, or our good works. When God made man- 
at firft, he made a covenant of works with him. If 
he obeyed the will of God perfeftly, he was to live 
but if he failed in a fingle inftance, he was to- die. 
He did fail, and therefore could never attain life by 
his own righteoufnefsv God was pleafed to favc himi 
by grace, and not by works. In like manner, the 
Scripture affure* us^ that by grace alone we are faved' 
through faith ; and not by any works of righteouf- 
nefs which we have done. But, till we are taught of 
God, weare all apt to think that we dan fave ourfelves, 
wholly or partly, by our own doings, i he poor 
Jailer was or this mind,, and therefore a^ks, What 
muft I do to he faved ^* He thought it muft be by 
Joing^ fomctlung that he. muft. obtain the pardon. o£ 
his lins^ and eternal life. 

Finally, I confider this queftion as the language of 
Subtniffiin* Poor roan \ his heart was alarmed, and 
humbled for fini He faw .nothing but eternal ue* 
ftrudion before him, and would give all the world^ 
to avoid it: and therefore he cries, what fliall I do ? 
As if he had faid, fhew me my duty, and let it be 
ever fo hard and difficult, I am ready to do it. I 
would go tbrongh .fire or water, ib tliat my precious 
foul mzy but be favcd. And is it fo^ Wxxh.you P Are 
Xau willmg.to part with, your iins^? Depend upon it 
yoa are not in the way to falvation till you are wil* 
ling, to part with all for Chrift : and if you are^ how 
gladl; will y^^.hear the true way toialY4tion> as de^ 

clar«4. 



clarcJ by thefe infpired fcrvants of our Lord. This 
h cpntauied in the fecond part of our fubjeft ; or. 

The gojpel anfwery given to the Jailer's queftion. 
This Ihort and plain anfwer is the only true one 
that can be given to the important enquiry ; and it is 
of vaft importance, that aconvinced fouHieledin the 
right way, I am afraid that fome men,, fome mini* 
fters, would not have given this anfwcr. Believe in the 
Lord Jefus Chrtft. I am afraid, that if a perfon, under 
that fenfe of fin which I have defcribcdi were to go to» 
an ungodly minifter, and fay, O Sir, what muft I do- 
to be faved? he would give different advice. He 
would fay, I hope you have done nothing very bad. 
You have not kilted any body. You have not robbed 
any body. You are no worie thai your neighbours. 
1 would have you lay afide fuch gloomy notions. Go 
into company, and be amufed. Continue ta do your 
duty, and you need not fear. But be fure you do not 
go among the Metbodifts. They will drive you mad.'* 
But you may learn from the text, that it is no mad- 
nefs to be concerned for the falvation of our fouls^ 
nor to be earned in learning how we muft be favecL 
You may alfo learn who are the true minil!):ert of 

; Chrift ; they arc thofe who preach him, and direft 
you to flee to him for falvation. Now all thefe, with 
one accord, in all countries, and of all parties, will 

' unite and fay, " Believe on the Lord Jelus Chrift.!' 
And here you may obferve, how falfe that notiim 
is, which fome people maintain of zealous miiiiftei:s, 
namely, that they preach nothing but damnation : 
whereas the fubftance of what we preach is falvation. 
If we fay any thing of damnation^ it is that you may 
avoid it, and flee to Chrift, as^ the deliverer from it. 
There is no need for the viteft finner to difpair. St. 
Paul fays tb the Jai'ler, tho.ugh he had been a very bad 
man, ^^BclievcQntlifiiLofd Jefus CUriAiiiiul Uiou ihalt 

be 
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be favcd.'* The gofpel is gof^d news^ my friends. It 
publifties a free, fiU], everlafting falvation, to the 
chief of finner*. 

Obferve, fVho if isy that St. Paul recommends to 
the notice of this diftrefled man. It is the LoRi> 
Jesus Christ. It is tlie Lord. The naaker of hea- 
ven and earth, Col. i. i6. — " the Lord of all/*^ 
Afts X. 36. who came down from heaven. The 
**Son of God," who became " the fon of man," that 
we, the children of men, might become the children 
of God. His name is called Jesus, which fignifies a 
Saviour^ and he was fo called, becaufe ^' he came ta 
feve us from our fins," Matt. i. 21. Yes, this is mdced 
a faithful faying, knd worthy of all acceptation, thai 
Jcfus Chrift came into the world, to fave flnners.** 
He is alfo called Christ, or the MefTiah, long pro- 
mifed, and long expefted by the Jews 5 and it figni- 
fies the Anointedy which implies, that he was every 
way qualified for the work of falvation, and appoint- 
ed to it. This then is the glorious perfon to whom a 
finner is direfled to look for falvation. Believe on the 
Lord Jefus Chrift. He exhorts him to believe. What 
ii it to believe on him? I anfwer> it is to believe alt 
that God fays in the gofpel conccrixing him, fa as to 
look to him alone for falvation. Faith is explained 
by earning to Cbri/i ; it is the application of the mind 
to him for relief. It is called receiving Chrift ; the foul 
accepts him as held forth in the gofpel, in all his fav« 
ing charafters and offices. It is a committing the foul ta 
him, knowing there is falvation in him and in no 
other, and humbly relying on his love and faith<« 
fulnefs to preferve it imto eternal falvation. But the 
nacftre of faith is more folly confidered in another 
IbrmoA. 

Obferve fiartber, the comfortable alTurance that is 
iMregivcft to tiMdifMbd Jailer. Tbm Jbalt be faved. 

Salvatioa 
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Salvation was what he longed for* He wanted 
know the way of it. He is dire&ed to Jefus as the 
Saviour, and to believe on him^ as the way of being 
fkved by him; and in fo doing be is atiTurod that fal- 
vation mall be his. Blefled be God for many precious 
promifes to this purpofc in his word. Hear what Jefus 
Chrift himfelf faith, John iii. ^6. *• He that believ- 
eth on the Son hath everlafting life and in another 
place, John vi. 40. This is the will of him that 
fent me, that every one that feeth the Son, and be« 
iievetb on him, may have everlafting life/' 



APPLICATION. 

A^ND now, my friends, let me zrfk you, are yaVi 
•coBCemed about your fouls ? Were youever brought, 
like the Jailer, to a&, with ferioufnefs> with earneft- 
meh of ^ul, what muft I do to befaved '? Are you 
not a finnerf Are you not a dying finnerf Moft yo« 
iTot foon appear before your Judge ? What, tlien,* 
will you plead ? Ate you ready for the folemn trial?' 
O confider thfefe tfainj^! ^ Trine no longer with your 
f6uls'l Eternity is at hMid. Heaven, orheU, will 
fAm be yoror portion. And can you be uncoliceFn- 
•ed? Be aflured, that ferious conMemtion, and<leep 
convidion, are abfolutely neccflary. There is 
Teal religion without thde, O then look up to God 
for the teaching of his Spirit s and may you be fiar 
»*isrely defirous of falvation I 

If youare concerned about your foul, which way 
you look for help? If you would be faved, what 
ourfe do you take? Do you fay, I muft repent and 
/sform ?" It is true ; fo you muft. But do you think 
ihat repentance, or reformation, is fufficient to favc 
jrouriouL NQ,Jefusis tbconly Saviour. ThcApof- 
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tics direfted finners to believe in him. That is youpr 
iirft buiinefs. Pray for faith. It is the gift of God; 
and he will give it you, if you afk him. And if you 
» truly believe, repentance and reformation will furcly 
follow, together with all good works, by which a 
true faith is as certainly known, as a tree is difcerned 
by its fruits. How foon did the Jailer prove the truth 
of his faith in this manner. He Ihewed the utmoft 
readinefs to hear the gofpel preached by his minifters; 
SBid he joined to works of piety, thofe of charity ; 
•* he took Paul and Silas, the fame hour of the night, 
and waftied their ftripes he alfo took upon himfelf 
the full profeffion of this new and defpifed religion, 
by being baptifed> and fo feparating himfelf from ail 
his heathen neighbours. Thus let us immediately 
jfeparate ourfelves from the vain world, and boldly 
iconfefs to whom we belong; while we Ihew tlie 
ilrongeft affeAion Co the minillers and people of God. 

Finally, let all true believers take the comfort of 
liioft^words : ** Thoufhaltbe faved." Wehav not 
qniy the word of fellow creatures for it, but the word 
of the living God. ** He is faithful that has promifed.V 
Let r»s comfort ourfelves, theji, with thefe words ; 
and fay, as St. Paul did in the profpeft of death, " I 
know whom 1 have believed^, and am perfuaded that 
he is able to keep that which ! have committed unto 
him.'* 
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Enter yt in at the Jintit gate : for mde is the gate^ ani 
iroad is the way that leadeth to deftruSlhtij and many 
there be which go in thereat : Becaufe ftrait is thegate^ 
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto li/e, and 
few there he which find iu 
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MATTHEW vii. 13, 14. 

Enter ye in at the Jirait gate : for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way that leadeih to dejiru^ioriy and many 
thers he which go in thereat : Becaufe Jirait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life^^ and few 
there be that find it* 

IT is with'grcat propriety that human life is com- 
pared to a journey, and every man to a traveller ; 
for life is very fhort, and the prefent ftate is not our 
final reft, but only preparatory to it. Every man has 
fome particular point at which he aims, and is daily 
travelling either to heaven or helL 

Thefe words muft have great weight with all who 
reverence the n^me and authority of Jefus Chrift ; for 
they are his words, and they contain matter of eter- 
tial importance to us all/ They cTonfift of a fhort ex- 
Jiortaticn— -** Enter ye in at the ftrait gatej" and a 
very important reafon for preferring that to the wide 
gate; for the wide gate leads to deftruftion, but the 
narrow to eternal life. Indifcourfing on the text, let 
us confider, 

, !• The wide gate, and the broad way, with the 
end of it* 

II. The ftrait gate, and the narrow way, with 
what it leads to. And, 

IIU Eaforcc.the eidiortation-—** Enter ya/ki at 
the ftrait gate.** 

And now, O Tho^tiwit Wioldcft the evil and the 
good ; Thou who tooweft every heart, and feeft 
which of thefe ways wc are in^ mal^e the word ufefiil 

ta 
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to US all, and incline poor finners to choofe the 
narrow way, that fo they may find everlafting life ! 

I, We are to confider the wide gate, and the bro^d 
way. And what is this but fin ? If there is a way to 
hell, fin is certainly that way, for « the wages of fin 
is death," Rom. vi. 23. But, to be more particular, 
this broad way includes, A thoughtlefs tnlnd — a carnal 
heart'-^znA a wicked life. 

, I. A thoughtlefs mind. And O how common this 
is ! How many live as thoughtlefs about their fouls, 
as if they had none. They think no more of God, 
and Chrift, and Salvation, than if they were incapa- 
ble of thinking ; they are like the beafts that perilh. 
O prodigious and lamentable ftupidity ! Awake, O 
flecper, arife, and call upon thy God, left thou perifti ! 
Where is thy confcience ? What fays death ? Is it 
not approaching ? O roufe yourftlves from this dan- 
gerous lethargy, and think what you are, and where 
you are going. Some of you may be free from' the 
groflcr ticcs ; not chargeable, perhaps, with profane- 
nefs ©r drunkenncfs ; yet know, that if living in eafc 
and fecurity, without any care about your foul and 
eternity^ you are, equally with the vileft charadlcre, 
ID the bro^d road to deftrudlion. 

Again, The carnal or fleflyly heart is included ; fo the 
Holy Ghoft dcfcfibes the heart of man in its natural 
and depraved ftateA 1 he immortal mind of man, ori- 
ginally created in the image of God, and formed for 
fpiritual exercifes, is now, by the fall of Adam, bc^ 
come carnal. So St, Paul fpeaks in the 8th of Rol 
mans, vcrfe the 5th, They that are after the flefh 
do mind the things of the flefli ; but they that are af- 
ter the Spirit, the. things of the Spirit." The carnal 
man is all for the world. His cares, his hopes, his 
fears, his defires, his pleafures, his pains, his conver- 
fatioa is all about the world. His fleOily mind is^ 
A z Clouded 
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crouded with worldly thoughts, and, as it was at Beth- 
lehem, there is no room for Chrifl in the inn. But 
let it be obrerved, that whoever is in this cafe, is in 
the broad road ; for the fcripture declares, that " they 
that are in the flefti cannot plcafe God," and that this 
•* carnal mind is enmity againft God." 

Once more, obfervc that the broad way includes-* 
jI wicked life. A life of fin. Whoever lives in wil- 
ful difobedience to the commands of God, is afluredly 
in the road to deftruftion. Let none deceive them- 
lelves with vain words, and idle excufes. ** He tliat 
committeth fin is of the devil," ijohn iii. 8. " Know 
ye not," faith the apoftle Paul, that the unrighte- 
ous ftiall not inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not 
deceived : neither fornicators, nor adulterers, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, fliall inherit 
tlie kingdom of God," i Cor. vi. 9, 10. God will 
not hold him guiltlcfs who taketh his name in vain ; 
por will the fabbath breaker efcape unpunifhed. 

To thefe deftruftive fins another may be added, 
which is more deftruftive than them all ; namely, the 
fin of unbelief. Though a perfon fliould be free from 
many of the fins juft mentioned, yetambelief would be 
like a millllone about his neck, and fink him for ever 
into the gulph of perdition. God having, in his rich 
mercy to mankind, fent his Son to be a Saviour, and 
fent his gofpel to publifli this in our ears, nothing can 
be more difpleafing to him than to " negleft his great 
fajvation," or refufe him that fpeaketh from hea- 
ven." Our blcflcd Saviour, while he mercifully pro- 
mifes that ** he who believeth fliall be favcd," fo- 
lemnly declares, that he that believeth not ftiall be 
damned." Mar^ xvi. 16. 

This, then, is the wide gate and the broad way— 
namely, a thoughtlefs mind — a carnal heart— and a 
wicked life; all which, by unbelief, which refufes tlie 

only 
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only method offalvation, lead to certain and everlaft- 
ing ruin. 

But you win aik, Why are thefc things fo dcfcrib^ 
cd ? Why arc they compared to a wide gate and t 
broad way ? The reafon is plain : for as it is eafy to 
go thtough a wide gate and walk in abroad road, fO • 
the fimier finds ho hindrance to his entering on a life 
of fin, and little or no difficithy in purfuing it.^ 

Our (Corrupt nature ftrongly inclines us to fin. Da* 
vid fays, " We are conceived in fin and ftiapen in hi* 
quity,'^ Pfalm li. 5. and that " the wicked are 
eftrangcd from the womb : they go aftray as foon aft 
they born, fpeaking lies." You know that chil* 
dren need no teacher to make them wicked. Sin is ^ 
in our very nature, and we walk in this road of out 
own accord ; it is natural and pleafant to us ; while 
we as naturally diilike tlie narrow road, and defpifa-'^ 
thofe who walic in it. # r - 

Befides, thofe who are in the broad road meet with 
no hindrances from the world, orfrom the devil. Th^ 
broad way is the, way of the world ; for, as the 
apollle John faith, *^ The whole world lieth in wick* 
cdnefs," except the happy few who ire delivered fronk 
it by the grace of God. In this broad way all ranks 
of men may be fecn^ from kings and princes down to 
llaves and beggars. Now it is eafy tg walk in a broad 
road with a multitude^ provided they are all gointf 
one way, which is tlje cafe hert ; and the world wiS 
love its own. In this road, perfons feel the great 
force of example, and plead, you know, for what they 
do, by the commonnefs of it, or its being the way of 
the world. The pleafures of fin entice them fo ga 
forwJird, notwithftanding every warning of their dan- 

Esr; an<i the hopes of gain, and the favour of man* 
ind fddnee them i for thefe they^ ate afraid of lofing 
if ffiey btiit^iaefeligious. 

A3 T\x- 
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This road is wide and eafy, becaufe the devil gives 
no difturbance to them that walk in it. While the 
Urong man armed keeps the houfe, the goods are in 
peace." He fadly oppofes .the people of God who 
are in the narrow . way ; he difputes every inch of 
ground with them; but he is in league with thefe; 
he endeavours to keep them from all fear of confer 
quences ; he blinds their minds, left the light of the 
gofpel (hould ftiine into them ; and he fills their 
hearts with prejudices againft faithful preachers, who 
would point out their fin and danger. Yea, he takes 
the fame courfe with them as he did with our firft 
mother, when he tempted her to eat the forbidden 
fruit. God hath faid, " If ye eat it ye (hall furely 
die but this father of lies direftly contradifts the 
threatening, and induces her to eat by faying, Ye 
lhall not furely die." So in this cafe, our Saviour 
plainly declares, that the. broad road of fin leads to 
deftruQion ; but he deceives poor finners, and prevails 
upon them to believe, that though they live in fin 
and unbelief, they fliall not experience the deftruc* 
tion threatened* 

But who will you believe— the God of truth, or 
the father of lies ! Obferve the text : the broad 
road leads to deftru£tion ;" and O think what that 
^eftruftion is. Think what •* a fearful thing it is to. 
fall into the hands of the living God." Think, O 
think, of *< the werm that never dies, . and the fire 
that is never quenched." What would you not do 
to prevent the deftruAion of your property, the de- 
fir udion of your dear relations, the deft ruft ion of 
your life ? but what are all thefe to your foul, your 
immortal foul ? for what is a man profited if he gain 
the whole world, and lofe his own foul, or, what ihall 
a man give in exchange for his ipuJiV JI tl^en, 
Uroald you avoid this deftradioDi aMd furely yo^, 

would, 
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would, this broad road muft be forfakcii; and, ble(?ed 
be God, that it is not yet too Jate to forfake it ; and 
you muft enter into the narrow way, by the ftrait 
gate, mentioned in the text Let us tlierefore, m 



II. Conhder what is meant by the llrait gate, and 
the narrow way, and what it leads to. 

The defign of thefe exprcffions is to (hew, that the 
entrance into a religious courfe of hfe is painful and 
difficult, and that tribulation is to be expeded in our 
pr<^refs. We may include the whole in three words, 
R£P£MTANC£, Faith, and Holiness; a little exa- 
mination of thefe particulars will prove the propriety 
of the phrafes in the text* 

John the Baptift, our Saviour, and his Apoftles, all 
went Out and preached Repentance^ and without 
this we are affured men muft perifti. Now repent- 
ance cannot but be painful, for it confifts chiefly in 
a godly forrow for fin. The penitent finner, being 
convinced that he has finned, and come fhort of tlie 
glory of God; that he has by fin deftroyed himfelf^ 
and became liable to the dreadful wrath of God, per- 
ceives that he has all his life been a£ling a nioft foolifh. 
and hurtful part ; but that he muft now forfake. 
all his fins, though dear to him as his right eye, and 
ufeful to him as his right hand. Now all this appears 
to a natural man irkfome and unpleafant. He is un- 
willing to think ferioufly of his fins and of their fatal 
confequences, and ftill more unwilling to part with 
them. He therefore fhuns this, as a man would 
avoid paffing through a very ftraight and low door> 
when a fpacious one offered itfelf at the fame time. 

Faith is alfo intended by the narrow way* " By 
giace arc we faved through faith," and ** without^ 
nu^ it is impoffible to pleafe God." True faith 
CQo^ in fo Dclieving the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, as 
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to take him for our only Saviour ; utterly renouncing 
all dependence on our own works and righteoufncfs ; 
fubmitting to be faved by the mere favour of God in 
Chrift, a J a poor beggar is relieved by an alnas. Jc- 
fus Chrift is, himfelf, the way. *' I, faith he (John 
xiv. 6 ) 1 am the way" — no man cometh to the Fa- 
ther but by nie ; and it is by faith that we walk in 
this way ; for all true chriftians live by faith, and walk 
with God by faith. 

Now this way of living, renouncing all our own 
works, in point of dependence, and accounting them> 
in that refpeft, as ^ dung and drofs, that we may wio 
Chrift ;" this way is fo contrary to our natural incli- 
nations, and fo humbling to our felf righteous fpirit) 
that it may well be called a narrow way. The boaft- 
ing Pharilee, whom we read of in the gofpel, was fa 
fwollcn with tlie pride of his duties and works, that 
he could not enter into the ftrait gate ; but the poor 
Publican, who faw and felt himfelf a finner, ftooping 
low before God, entered it, crying out, ** God be 
merciful to me a finner !" 

1 he way of Holiness is alfo a narrow way. Ho- 
linefs connfts in the conformity of our will to the Wilt 
of God ; it is produced by the power of the Holy Spi- 
rit in the regeneration of a finner. The law of God 
is written on his heart ; whereby.he is difpofed to re- 
fift temptation, to forfake fin, and to practice obedi* 
ence to the commands of God. in doing this, we 
itiuft deny ourfelves, take up our dailv crofs, and fol- 
low Chrift. We muft mortify the flefh, with its rf- 
feftions and lufts. We muft crucify the old man of 
fin, and walk, not according to the courfe of thf 
world, nor according to the flefti, but according to the 
Spirit. Now, in doing this, we cannot but meet 
with difficulties. We mall meet with continual op-' 
pofition from ova own corruptions, the law in oui- 

members 



8ERM0N II« 



9 



members warring againft the law of our minds. We 
fhall alfo fufFer reproach and contempt from the 
world; for all who will live godly in Chrift Jefus fhall 
fuffer perfecution. And befides ail this, God, our hea- 
venly father fees it neceflary to chaftiie us with the 
rod of affliftion, of which all his children are par- 
takers, for their fpiritual good. 

Confidering therefore the nature of Repentance, 
Faith, and Holinefs, we clearly fee, how properly a 
true chriftian may be faid to enter upon a religious 
life by ailrait gate, and to proceed in it by a narrow 
way. 

But here, perhaps, an objcftion may be ftarted. 
Does not our Lord fay, — ** Take niy yoke upon you, 
for my yoke is eafy, and my burden is light!'" Does 
not Solomon fay, '* The ways of wifdom are plea- 
lant and her paths peace And does not St. John 
fay, tliat Chrift s commands are not grievous ?" 
How then is it true, that the gate is ftrait and the 
way narrow ? 

1 anfwer, the ways of religion are perfeftly eafy 
and pleafant in their own nature ; the difficulty arifcs 
from the depravity and corruption of pur naturc# 
Angels do the will of God with perfedt eafe and plea- 
fure, for they have no iin in their nature to oppofe it* 
But through the power of fin in our hearts, the en- 
trance into religion becomes painful and difficult, and 
tlirough the remains of it in regenerate perfons, more 
or left of that difficulty is found in the whole jour- - 
ney. Yet grace renders it praSicable, and often 
pleafant; fo that no believer repents of his dioice, nor 
wifhes to turn back becauft of the hardfhips he en- 
dures ; but like Mofes of old, choofes rather to fuf- 
fer affliftion with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleafures of fin for a feafon ; efteeming the re- 
proach of Chrift, greater riches than the treafures of 

Egypt'*— 
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Egypt" — and for the fame good rcafon — having " re- 
fpcd to the rccorapcnfe of the reward." And this 
leads us to the laft particular, namely, 

IIJ. To enforce the exhortation, " Enter ye in at 
the ftrait gate." 

O how wife, how gracious, howreafonable is this 
advice ! May God difpofc all our hearts to obey iti 
There are but two ways that we can travel: the one 
leads to eternal mifery ; the other to eternal blifs ! 
and that we may not miftake our way, the blefled Je- 
fus clearly marks out the right one, fo that we cannot 
miftake — the gate is ftrait, the way is narrow, apd 
there are few travellers in it. It is true, there arc 
difficulties in the way, but heaven will make amends 
for all. Heaven is worth every thing, or it is worth 
nothing. Let us not be fuch cowards as to be fright- 
ed at a little trouble. Nothing, even in this life, can 
be attained without it. A child cannot learn to rbad 
without diflSculty. A boy cannot learn a trade with- 
out pains. We cannot carry on any bulinefs widi*- - 
out care and labour. But are we therefore prevent- 
ed from thefe things ? No, we wifely connder the 
advantage, and aft accordingly. 

Neither let us be fwayed by numbers. " F*oHow 
not a multitude to do evil." Let us not think otir- 
felves right, becaufe we do as others. We muftfuf- 
peft ourfelves if we do. The broad road is thronged 
with travellers ; but the narrow has only a pilgrim 
here and there. ' 

Well then, let us, by divine grace, refolve on 
eternal life at all events. On the one hand, here is a 
broad road, full of paflengers, in which, it is true, the 
poor^ paltry, perifhing, intoxicating pleafurcs of fin 
may be enjoyed for a moment, though not without 
many a pang ; and at the end of this mort courfe is— i 
O tremble, my foul, at the thought — DeJhutVion I 

not . 
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not a ccafing to be, but an utter end of all pleafure 
for evermore. Mifery, pains, torments, without mi- 
tigation, without ceiTationi without end. £vcrla{ling 
feparation from the prefence of God, the fountain of 
life ; and confinement in chains of darknefs, with de- 
vils and damned fpirits to all eternity. 

On the other hand, God has fet before us tlie way 
of life. The entrance is ftrait, the way is narrow. 
Difficulties indeed there are; but grace ledens them 
all, and fweetens them all ; fo that the worft of 
Chrift's way, is better than the beft of Satan's way ; 
and what is beft of all, the end is eternal life. And, 
O, what tongue can tell, what heart conceive, what 
God has laid up for them that love him ! 

Obey then the words of our Lord in another 
place, " Strive to enter in at the ftrait gate." — Ago- 
nize to do it. Do it at all events. Do it dircftly. Let 
not a moment be loft. Fly from the wrath to come. 

For many will feek to enter in, and (hall not be 
able.'* (Lukexiii 24.) Many who would willingly go 
to heaven, feek after it in fo cold and flothful a man- 
ner, or by fuch falfe and miftaken ways, that they ne- 
ver obtain it : and O how many, who Jiow negleft it 
altogether, will knock for admittance when the door 
is (hut. Now, therefore, while it is called to-day^ 
\ let us hear his voice. Let us be diligent in obferving 
the fabbath, attending on the preached word as often 
as poilible, reading the fcriptures daily, and, efpecial- 
ly, let us wreftle hard with God in prayer, that he 
^\ vould give us his Spirit to teach and affift us, and 
, ^ork in our hearts that deep repentance, that true 
)ii ■ feith, and that genuine holinefs, which are the proper 
5*1 €xercifcs of all who travel in the narrow way to 
heaven. 
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The almojl Cbrlftian^ and Jpojiate* 

Broad is the road that leads to deaths 
And thoufands walk together there; 

But wifdom Ihows a narrower path, 
With here and there a traveller. 

Deny thyfelf, and take thy crofs," 
Is the Redeemer's great command ! 
Nature muft count her gold but drofs. 
If fhe would gain the heav'nly land* 

The fearful foul that tires and faints, 
And walks the ways of God no more. 

Is but efteem'd almoft a faint, 

And makes his own deftruflion fure. 

Lord, let not all my hopes be vain ; 

Create my heart entirely new ; 
Which hypocrites- could ne'er attain ; 

Which falfe apoftates never knew. 

Watts. 
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ROMANS vii. 9. 

For I was alive without the law once ; hut when the 
commandment came^ Jin revived^ and I died. 

IT IS a moft irue maxim of Scripture, that The 
whole need not the pbyfician, but thofe who are 
Cck.'* The church of Chrift has been j^ftJy com- 
pared to an hofpital, to wliich none but the fick re- 
pair ; no wonder then that the gay and healthy fliun 
It. But, whether we know it or not, our fouls arc 
fadly and dangeroufly difeafed ; and the worft fymp- 
torn of all is, we know it not. 

It may not be pleafant to a perfon to be told of any 
thing ami fs in his health, his family^ or his affairs ; 
yet he is a true friend who gives the information, 
and he is a wife man who thankfully receives it. 
With this view John the Baptift was fent before 
Chrift^ by preaching repentance to prepare the way 
for him ; and the difciplcs of John gladly received tlic 
Saviour. Without the knowledge of ourfelves, as 
linners, we cannot underftand the gofpel, nor prize 
Jcfus. And this is the true key to what would other- 
wife be unaccountable — the gener&l negleft of the 
great falvation. When our Lord himfelf and his in- 
fpired Apoftles, with every poffible advantage, preach- 
ed the gofpel, few believed the heavenly report ; al- 
moft all, with one confent, began to make excuf« ; 
one, going to bis farm, and another to liis merchan- 
dize. Now, as men are all alive to worldly pleafurc 
and profit, it is evident, that their neglefl arifes from 
ignorance of their true ftate ; and this is from their ig- 
Boranct of the law of God, which Is the only certain 
rule and ftandard by which, to meafurc ourfelves. 

Hence, 
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Hence, St. PauU defigiiing iii this Epifllc to treat 
fully concerning the great point of Juftification, or 
being made righteous before God, takes care, in tht 
firft place, to prove that all men in the world are fin* 
uers— tlie Gentiles againft the la\Y of nature, and tht 
Jews ai^ainft the written law, or ten commandments. 
He well knew the importance of this method, by his 
own experience ; for he fays in the text, he wat 
alive without the law once," &c. that is, when he was 
unconverted, and a proud pharifee, he had high fwel- 
ling thoughts of himfelf; thought all was well be- 
tween God and him ; he did not fee himfelf dead in 
law, being juftly condemned by it for his fin ; but he 
was all alive in his own opinion :and his miftake arofe 
from ignorance of the law. He was without the 
law not without the letter of it; he could have faid 
it by heart ; but he did not know its fpiritual mean- 
ing, and high requirements. But when the com- 
mandment came, efpecially the tenth commandment ; 
when it came, in the light and energy of the Holy 
-Spirit, to his mind and confcience, when he faw that 
it reached to the thoughts, principles, views, and de- 
lires of the heart, as well as to his words and aftions ; 
requiring perfeA purity, and condemning for a 
fingle fin, even in thought— then, faith he, then, 
** fin revived, and 1 died." Then he faw thouiands 
of things to be fins, which he never thought fuch 
before ; and he found fin had full power and life in 
him ; fin received in his confcience ; he faw it in all 
its dreadful terror, as juftly expofing him to the 
wratli of God j and he fell under a fenfe of death 
and condemnation, as a man dead in law, and de-^ 
ferving to die eternally. 

Now, that we may rightly underftand the law, and 
that it may be our fchoolmafter to bring us to 
Chrift,'' let us, 

A 2 Firji^ 
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//>/?, Take a view of the holy law, by which is 
the knowledge of fin ; and, 

Secondly^ Confider the proper efFeft of a work of 
the law on the heart. 

I. Let us take a view of the holy law of God ; for 
hereby is the knowledge of fin. 

Remember, my friends, that God, who is the ma- 
ker of the world, is alfo the governor of it. Man is 
a rational being, and accountable to God for his 
conduft. Brutes are led by inftinft ; but it is fit that 
rnan fhould be led by proper motives, willingly to 
obey his maker's will. Now, from the firft, God gave 
a law ,to man. It was not indeed written. There 
was no occafion for it. Men lived almoft a thoufand 
years, and could eafily teach their children what God 
at firft taught Adam. At length, however, God faw 
fit to give his law from mount Sinai, in dreadful thun- 
ders; and alfo to write it on two tables of ftone. 

You will obferve, that the law of God is fummed 
up in one word, namely, Love ; and that this love 
has two objefts. Love to Gody for what he is in him- 
lelf, and for the bleflings he gives us ; and Love t9 
Man for God's fake. 

The love we owe to God is to be exprefled in 
four ways; and thefe are fet forth in the firft four 
commandments. 

The fiiji commandment is, Thoujhah have no other 
gods but me. This requires us to know and con- 
fefs the true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
as the only living God, and our God ; in oppolitioii 
to all idolatry ; it requires us alfo to love and adore 
him, as the author of our being, and the fource of 
our happifiefs ;. and this commandment is broken, 
not only;by worfliipping other gods, but by fetting 
• up idols ill our hearts, by exceffive felf-love, or love of 
creatures, relations, money, or gratifications of thm 
K . fleftii 
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fle(h; fo that, according to this, there are many 
atheifts, living without God in the world, and many 
idolaters, worlhipping the creature. 

The fecond commandment forbids all worlhip of 
im^es ; and requires us to worfhip God in the way he 
has appointed ; but, alas J bow many wholly negleft 
and defpife h's worfhipl How many others forget 
that Goid is a Spirit, and muft be worfliipped in fpi- 
rit and truth! What levity and folly do many mix 
witli their pretended devotions ! But in vain do we 
thus mock God, and play tlie hypocrite, drawing nigh 
to him with the lips, when our hearts are far from 
hinv. 

The tb'trd commandment forbids the taking the 
Lord's name in vain. But, O ! how awful is the com- 
mon praftice of curling and fwearing ! and many, 
who do not ufe the moft horrid oaths, will cry out— 
O Lord ! O God ! O Chrill ! God blefs us ! Lord 
have mercy ! ice. &c. But however common this 
praftice is, let all men know, that God declares, he 
will not hold them guiltlefs that take his name in 
vain." O confider what a great God we have to do 
with ; and let his name never be mentioned without 
a ferious paufe, allowing us time to think who he is, 
and that he is greatly to be feared. 

The fourth, commandment refpefts the religious 
obfcrvation of the Lord's Day, or Chriftian Sabbath. 
We can never enough admire the goodnefs of God 
in the appointment of it. Perfons fhould prepare for 
it, by having every tiling in readinefs as much as pof- 
fible, that no part of it, efpecially the morning, which 
is the bell part of it, fhould be loft, nil unneceflary 
works are to be laid afide : no journevs, no vilits, no 
fettling accounts, writing letters, nor paying and re- 
ceiving wages. The whole day, from morning to 
night, fhould be fpent in afts of religious worftip, 
C 3 public 
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public and private, except fo much as muft be em- 
ployed in works of ncceflity and mercy, 

O! how awfully is this holy day profaned by idle- 
nefs, by needlefs journeys and vifits, by wilfully Hay- 
ing away from public worfhip, or by going to church 
merely to meet with neighbours for worldly bufinefs ; 
or, to fhew their new clothes; by going to public 
houfes, by reading newfpapers, or by mere worldly 
Tain difcourfe and amufement ! 

Now the breach of this commandment, and of the 
three fotmer, evidently proceeds from want of love 
to God. If we loved him as the beft of beings, we 
fliould love his day, revere his name, and prize his 
worfhip. And have we not broken all thefe com- 
mandments? Have we not reafon to cry, in the 
words of the Litany, « Lord, have mercy upon us, 
(for having broken thefe laws) and incline our hearts 
to keep them in time to come." 

Proceed we now to the fecond table of the law. 
The fix laft commandments refpeft our love to our 
neighbour. The fum of all is, ** Thou fhalt love 
thy neighbour as thyfelf." 

The}f///& commandment refpefts our neareft neigh- 
bour — our relation?, our parents, Thefe have had 
the care and expence of our education ; we can never 
repay their kindnefs. We fliould honour them by 
obedience to their direftions, and by treating them 
with the greateft refpe6l ; and that, not only in child- 
hood, but in youth and riper years ; we fliould ftudy 
to prcferve their reputation ; to alleviate their infirmi- 
ties ; and, if neceflafy, to fupport them in old age. 

This command alio includes the duty that fervants 
owe^ to their mafters, and fubje6ls to their governors ; 
it forbids mere eye fervice ; wafting the property of 
fuperiorsi or being unfaithful in what tliey commit 
to our truft. 

The 
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The Jixth commandment direfts us how to Oiqw 
our love to our neighbour, by a regard to his life and 
health ; and it forbids not only a£lual murder, but 
anger, hatred, malice, and other murderoas tempers; 
for " whofoevcr hateth his brother, is a murderer,** 
I John iii. 15. ** Whoever faith to his brother, Raca 
(thou vile fellow), or, thou fool, lhall be in dan- 
ger of hell fire,*' fo our Lord declares, Matt, v, 22. 
All unjuft wars, fighting, quarrelling, ill ufage, or 
provocations, which may hurt the health, and life of 
another, arc forbidden. But the word of all, is fouU 
murder. Parents who negleft to inftruft their chil- 
dren, and who are examples of vice to them ; drunk- 
ards, whoremongers, and adukerers, who allure others 
to fin with them; all thefe are foul-murderers. 

The fvuenth commandment refpeds the love of our 
neighbour, with regard to purity of heart, word, and 
deed ; it forbids not only the aftual adultery of mar- 
ried perfons, but- all fornication and wanton nefs. 
Every luftful thought, word, or look, makes a perfon 
an adulterer in God's fight; for fo Chrift himfelf ex- 
plains this commandment, Matt. v. 2>^. Whofo- 
evcr looketh on a woman to luft after, hath com- 
mitted adultery with her already in his heart.'* All 
private uncleannefs, known only to God and con- 
fcience, and praftifcd, perhaps, by thofe who pafs for 
chafte and virtuous people, is forbidden. Immodeft 
drefs tends to the breaking of this law ; as alfo do 
lewd books, novels, plays, fongs, and piftures. 

The eighth commandment direds us how to Ihew 
our love to our neighbour, by a regard to his proper- 
ty. It forbids taking to our own ufe what belongs 
to another. Covetoufnefs has led men to inveiu a 
thoufand ways to cheat and defraud. Thofe who 
-deceive in felling by falfe weights and meafures ; thofe 
who run in debt, without the profpedl of paying 

again j 
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again ; thofe who opprcfs the poor j fervants who 
negledl their bufinefs, or wafte their mafters proper- 
ty ; are all thieves in God's cfteem. 

The ninth comniandment refpe£ls our love to our 
neighbour, in his reputation or good name. Not 
only taking a falfe oath before a magiftrate, but all 
Jying, llandering, and evil fpeaking, is forbidden. 
And, O ! how is the world filled with this ! and what 
is the greater part of common conyerfation hut a 
wanton breach of this law ! 

The laji commandment enjoins the love of oar 
neighbour, by requiring us to be content with our 
condition ; forbidding us to envy or grieve at the good 
of our neighbour, or wifti to deprive him of it, that 
we may enjoy it. Yea, it goes much further, and 
forbids the moft fecret wilh of the heart to obtain any 
thing that God forbids ; and this is particularly the com' 
fnandmentxh^Ll St. Paul fpeaks of in the text—*' 1 had 
not known luft, faith he, ver. 7. except the law had 
faid, Thou (halt not covert." When this command- 
ment came with power to his mind, he faw, that the 
fecret workings, and firft motions of inordinate affec- 
tions, were fins. Before he faw this, he thought all 
was well, for he was free from grofs and outwards of- 
fences: he was what the world cMs a good /iucr ; but 
this commandtncnt (hewed him the fins of his heart. 
He found the lavv was fpiritual — reaching to the 
thoughts and'defires of the heart; and thus, " fiii, by 
the commandment, became exceeding fiaful." Hav- 
ing taken this brief view of the law, we may proceed. 

Secondly — I o confider the proper effeft of a work 
of the law upon the heart Sin revived, and I died." 

The Jaw is ** the miniftration of condemnation^ 
tod of deirfi," 2 Cor. iii. 7. 9. If a pcrfon could 
keep it perfeftly, it would entitle him to life ; for it 
originally ordained to life;" but 1 found 
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it," faith St. Paul, to be unto death." The reafon 
is, becaufe we cannot, through the wcaknefs of our 
fallen nature, keep it perfcftly ; and if we fail in one 
point, we are guilty of all. Therefore it is written. 
Gal. iii. lo. As niany as are of the works of the 
law (that is, who truft to the works of the law for 
falvation) are under the curfe ; for curfed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written in tiie book 
of the law to do them. 

Now this is the fad condition of us all, till we be- 
lieve in Chrift for righteoufnefs. It is to no purpofc 
' for any one to plead— I have not finned fo and fo. 
Haft tnou finned at all? Haft thou finned once ? 
Then thou art guilty, and the law condemns thee to 
eternal death. The law makes no allowances \ no 
abatements ; it docs not fay a word about jlncere ohe* 
dience^ or doing as well as we can. No. The law 
fays. Do all things that are commanded. Do them 
perfeftly. Continue all thy life to do them ; and 
then thou mayeft be juftified by thy works: but, if 
thou fail in one inftance, thou comeft under the 
curfe ; for ** whoever (hall keep the whole law, and 
jret offend in one point, is guilty of all," James 
li. 10. 

A perfon may fay, It is true, I have finned \ but I 
am very forry for my fins, and will amend my life ; 
will not this relieve me from the curfe? No. The 
law has made no provifion for repentance, reforma- 
tion, or pardon. The ftyle of the law is not. Repent 
and livci or, Reform and live. But, keep the whole 
law perfeftly and continually, and live : tranfgrefs it, 
and die. It is true that the go/pel brings relief for the 
finncr, becaufe it reveals Chrift and his righteouf- 
nefs ; but the law knows nothing of mercy. It is 
not intended to give life, but to kill, and deftroy all 
hopes of life by obedience, and fo force the finner to 
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fl/ to Chrift. So St. Paul fpeaks, Rom. iii. l^. 
•* Now we know, that whatloever the law faith, it 
fiith to them that are under the law; t\\2Llevery mouth 
raay be flopped, and all the world become guilty before 
God.'* This, then, cuts off all hopes of falvation by 
works ; for the ApollJe adds, Therefore by the deeds 
of the law fhall.no flelh be juftified in his fight \ for 
by the law is the knowledge of fin." This is its ufc. 
It can go no further. It is by the gofpcl wc have the 
knowledge of righteoufnefs. 

We fliould be very careful to diftinguilh between 
the law and the gofpel, for many miftakes arifc from 
mingling tliem together. 

** According to the law, falvation is by work&l 
4iccording to the gofpcl, it is by grace." 

" The law fays. Do this, and be faved : but the 
gofpel fays. Believe this, and thou (halt be faved.*' 

The law threatens to punrfh the finner for the 
firft offence; but the gofpel offers him pardon for 
many offences." 

The law fentences him to death ; the gofpel of- 
fers him jultification to life." 

♦* By the Jaw, he is a guilty finner ; by the gofpel 
he may be made a glorious faint. 

It he die under the guilt of the broken law, hell 
will be his everlafting portion ; if he die a partaker 
of the grace of the gofpel, heaven will be his eternal 
inheritance." 



APPLICATION. 

And now, my dear fricnis, having laid before you 
the nature of the law, let rae beg you moftferioufly 
to confider whaj has bsen faid, and that with regard 
to yourrdvjs. ' WJiat do you know of God's law, 

bv 
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by your own experience ? Have you fcen that It is ex- 
ceeding broad i that it requires you to love God wi»h 
all your heart, and foul, and ftrcngth f and your 
neighbour as yourfelff And have you done this f 
Alas ! your conTciencc fmites you, and your own 
mouth muft condemn vou. How often have you 
faid, " We have offcndea agamft thy holy laws. Wc 
have left undone thofe things which we ought to 
have done ; and we have done thofe things which we 
ought not to have done.** Did you mean what you 
faid? if not, you lied before God; if you did, you 
pleaded guilty ; you haveconfefTed you are a breaker 
of the law, and under its curfe. 

And have you confidercd, what a fearful thing It 
is to fall into the hands of the living God ?" O how 
would your heart melt within you, if you duly confi- 
dercd what it to be under his curfe, and to bear his 
wrath to all eternity. If you can hear the curfes ot 
this Jaw, and not be alarmed for your fafcty, your 
heart is hard indeed. May God have mercy upon 
you, and take away the heart of ftone ! 

Perhaps you are faying, Muft 1 defpair then ? No ; 
God forbid! You muft defpair of obtaining falva- 
tion by your works, your forrow for fiii, or your 
future amendment. And this will make the gofpcl 
welcome to you. The law has done its office, if it 
drives you to Chrift. It is preached for this very pur- 
pofe, and *' Chrift is the end of the law for righte- 
oufnefs." The gofpel reveals a free, full, and ever- 
lafting fdlvation. It publifhes to the convinced lin- 
ner, pardon and life, as the free gift of God; for 
Chrift hath obeyed the precepts of the law in our ftcad. 
He hath alfo borne the puniftiment in our room, 

Hn hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law> 
being made a curfe for us.'* What a bleffing have you 
already received, if God, by his good^Spirit, has con- 
vinced 
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vinced you of fin I This is the dawn of a glorioui 
day. He will alfo convince you of righteoufncfs, 
and ftiew you, that it may be yours. Caft yourfelves 
down at tne &otftool of mercy. Confefs your fins. 
AcknowledgpTyour guilt Own your helpleflhcfs. 
Cry for pardon. Fly to Jefus, who waits to be gra- 
cious, and all Hiali yet be well. He hath wounded, 
that he may heal : he hath killed, that he may make 
alive. You now will be glad of the phyfician, for 
you feel your ficknefs j and he waits to be gracious. 
You are weary and heavy laden, and he will give you 
reft. 

Go, you that reft upon the law, 
And madly feek falvation there. 
Look to the flames that Mofes faw. 
And fhrink, and tremble, and defpair* 

" But ril retire beneath the crofs ; 

Saviour, at thy dear feet I lie ! 
And the keen fword that Juflice draws. 

Flaming and red, ihallpafs me by/' 
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ROMANS X. 4. 

For Chrijl is the end of the law for righteoufnefs to everj 
one that believeth* 

THE two principal parts of fcripture, which it 
concerns us moft to know, arc the Law and the 
Gofpel. " He who can rightly diftinguifh between 
thefe, fays Luther, is a good divine and we may 
add, that he who knows how to ufe both aright, in 
an experimental and practical manner, is a good 
chriftian. 

The nature and ufe of the law has beeft-already 
conlidered. The proper effcft of it. is the fame ia 
every believer as it was in St. Paof. " 1 was alive 
without the law once ; but when the commandment 
came, fin revived and I ^lied." The perfon brought 
into this ftate, will be put on the inquiry— How then 
can 1 come before God and hope for pardon ? If the 
law be fo holy ahfl ftrift— if it can do nothing for 
me, but convince me of fin, and condemn me for it 
•—by what means can 1 be accepted ? 

Now there arc but two ways that ever were propof- 
cd of Gt>d» or dcvifcd by man ; the one, according to 
the old ^venant. Do, and live \ the other, according 
to the nc^ — ** Believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
thou fhalt be fayed.'* Whatever ways and means 
have been thought of, by people of all religions, they 
may be reduced to thefe two — Wotks or Grace. And 
thefe cannot be mixed ; for if any merit be allowed to 
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orks, tliere is an end of grace; and if falvation he 
f grace, then there is no place for the merit ot 
orks. 

It is of vafl importance to be rightly informed on 
\is head. This may be inferred from what St. Paal 
lys of the Jews, Rom. ix. 30. &c. I'lie (icntile^^ 
lith he, who followed not after righteoufnef'?, have 
ttained torighteouinefs, even therightcoiifncfs which 
; of faith : but Ifrael, which followed after rightcoul- 
cfs, hath not attained to the law of righteoufncls.'* 
['his, you will fay, isftrange! What cm be tlie n a- 
r>ii of it? He tells us, ver. 31. " Hccaufc they 
ought it not by faith.*' How tlicn r As it were by 
he works of the law. For they flnnibUd at rhat 
lumbiing ftone.'* Alas, hew many ihoufands, cilj- 
cd chrii^ns, have ftumblcd in the fame way. God 
prcfcrve us from it ! How eameftly did the good npof- 
tie wifli for the falvation of his miftaken brethren. 
His " heart's defire and prayer to (jod for them was 
that they might be faved." He faw, that while thev 
were looking for life by their works, they were not 
in the way of falvation. It is true, they l)ad a great 
zeal for God, but it was good for nothing ; it was 
founded in ignorance. They were ignorartt of 
God's righteoufnefs," namely, this in the text ; and 
being ignorant of this, and yet wanting a righteouf- 
nefs, *' they went about to eftablifh their own. "--they 
tried to fet it up, and make it Hand for their accept- 
ance ; even their own poor, imperfeft, ceremonial, 
and outward works ; but they were totally infufficient 
for that purpofe : and thus, through the pride of their 
hearts, which fcorned to be intirely beholden to free 
grace, they rcfufed to ftoop, and fubmit to befaved by 
the righteoufnefs of another, even of Chrift, who is 
faid in thtf text to be the end of the law for righte- 
oufnefs to every one that bclicvcth." May God keep 

D % us 



4 



CHRIST, THE BND OF THB LAW, £fff. 



US from this worft fort of pride ; and enlighten ouf 
minds while we attend to the three following particu- 
lars. 

I. Jcfus Chrift, by his obedience and death, per- 
formed a perfeft righteoufnefs. 

II. In fo doing, he is the end of the law ; and, 

III. Tliis rightcoufi>ef3 is given to every believer. 
1. Jefus Chrift, by his obedience and death, per- 
formed a perfcdl righteoufnefs. 

God made man upright." He gave him a law 
to be the rule of his adions, including a promife if be 
kept it, and a threatening if he broke it. If he obey- 
td tlic law perfeAly, God would efteem him riglitc- 
€>iis. If he broke the law, he would be reckoned un- 
righteous. Adam fell ; and with him, all his pofte- 
rity. Our nature is now corrupt ; and we are born 
with enmity in our hearts againft God. ** The car- 
rial mind is not fubjeft to the law of God, neither 
can it be," while it remains carnal. But the law is 
not altered. It requires, what it always did. Love. 
This was always due from man to his creator, and 
always will, whether men pay it or not. If man rc- 
fufe to give it, he is a rebel and an idolater. The 
law being ever the fame, it thunders out its dreadful 
curfes againft every £nner, for every fin. But the 
law provides no remedyi It will not accept of fincerc 
obedience inftead of perfcdk obedience. It fays not a 
word of accepting a nnncr's tears for payment ; or ad- 
mitting his future obedience as a recompence for paft 
fins. No; it conftantly demands fupreme love and 
perfcft obedience ; and condemns the fijiner for tlic 
want of it in afingle inftance. 

" But what the law could not do, becaufe of the 
weaknefs of the flclh, God has done another way." 
God has fent his Son to be our righteoufnefs. As 
the law could not abate in iu demands, and mud 

have 
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have obedience from the creature, or punlfh the fin* 
ner. Jcfus Cbrift gracioufly undertook to obey and 
fuffer tor his people ; to obey all the precepts of the 
law, and to fufter all its pains and penalties. The 
law required perfeft obedience of them : Qirift came 
as their furety to obey for them : and fo, as it is 
written, " By the obedience of one ftiall many be 
made righteous.'* 

This blefled and comfortable truth may be fully 
proved from many fcripturcs* Take the following, 
2. Cor. V. 21. ** He hath made him to be fin for us, 
who knew no fin, that we might be made the righte- 
oufnefs of God in him.*' 

Jefus Chrift knew no fin. He was free from fin 
in his nature ; that holy thing which was born of the 
virgin, being the Son of God. His whole life was as 
pure as his birth. He knew no fin in thought, word, 
or deed. He challenged his bittereft enemies to prove 
him a finner — Which of you, faid he, accufeth me 
of fin ?'* Yea, the great enemy, the devil, came, and 
" found nothing in him no fin in his heart ; no fin. 
in his life. Thus was he the pure and fpotlefs lamb 
of God, prepared to bear away the fin of the world. 

But Jefus Chrift, who knew no fin, was " made 
that is, by imputation ^ it was reckoned to liim ; 
put to his account ; in the fame manner as his righte- 
oufnefs is imputed to us, or put to our account. Out 
.of his great love to his people, he became their furety, 
to anfwer for their fins, and to bear their punifh^ 
ment. So the prophet Ifaiah Cpeaks, chap. liii. 4, &c. 
" Surely he hatli borne our griefs, and carried ovu 

forrows. He was wounded for our tranfgreffions j 
*^ he was bruifed for our iniquities ; the Lord hatk 

laid upon him the iniquity of us all.'* 

The defign of Chrift's being made fin for us, was, 

that we might be made the righteoufnefs of God in 
D 3 him.'* 
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him.'* Righteoufnefs is a pcrfeft conformity to the 
law of God, without which no man can be favcd; 
for it is written, ** The nnrlgbteout fliall not inherit 
the. kingdom of God/' i Cor. vi. 9, Now we are 
all unrighteous, becaufe we have broken the law. 
" There is none righteous" upon earth, in himfelf; 

no not one." And yet, without a righteoufnefs, we 
cannot be faved. What then can wc do? Where 
can we look ? Only to Jefus* Surely lhall one 
fay, in the Lord have 1 righteovifnefs." To him give 
all the prophets witnefs ; for this righteoufnefs of 
God without the law, is witncfled by the law and the 
prophets." Hear what the prophet Daniel fays of 
him, chap. ix. 24. — To finilh the tranfgreffion, and 
to make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlajiing righteoufnefs All 
this Chrift actually did by his obedience unto death; 
and thus he became the end of the law, which is the 
fecond thing we propofed. 

II. Jefus Chrift, by his rightseoufnefs, is become 
the end of the law ; for, 

1. Hereby Tie put am end to the ceremonial law, or 
thofe ordinances, fuch a^ facrifices, which were types 
or emblems of him. You may remember, that our 
Saviour, juft before his death, cried out, ** // is Jinifh- 
edr^'^2LS if he had faid— My engagements with my 
Father are accompliftied — the types and prophecies 
are fulfilled— my dreadful fufferings are at an end— 
the ceremonial law is aboliftied. 

2. The moral law, or law of the ten command- 
ments, was hereby fatisfiedand magnified ; according 
to the prophecy, (Ifa. xlii. 21.) *' He will magnify 
the law and make it honourable." The law muft 
have its end, and be completely fulfilled, or we can- 
not iippear as righteous before God; but we are un- 
able to fulfil it ourfelves. What wc, however, could 

not 
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not do. He, as our fnrety, has done. The law de- 
mands a rightecufnefs of us ; this is the end at which 
it aims, but we cannot cfFeft it : Chrift has done it 
for us, and is become the end of the law, for righteouf- 
nefs to every one that belicvcth. With this the law 
isfatisfied, and, like the avenger of blood, purfuesthc 
iinner only till he takes refuge in Chrift ; in him the 
believer finds a fan£tuary, and the law retires, (atif- 
fied and well pleafed for his righteoufnefs fake* 

Wc have only now to fhew, in the 

Tiird place y That this ^-ighteoufncfs is given to 
every believer ; or, that it k by faith we become in- 
tcrefted therein. 

The righteoufnefs wrought out by Jefus is freely 
given to the believer ; fo St, Paul fays, Rom. v. 16. 

the judgment was by one (offence) to condemna- 
tion, but th€ free gift is of many offences to juftifica- 
tion." 

If it be afked, How can the righteoufnefs of ano- 
ther be made ours ? We anfwer, in the fame manner 
that our fins were made Chrift's, that is, by imputa- 
tion. Chrift, who had no fin of his own, was made 
fin for us ; reckoned as a finner, and dealt with as 
fuch : fo we, who have no righteoufnefs of our own, 
are made the righteoufnefs of God, in him — not in 
ourfelves. The fins of the eleft were not inherent in 
Chrift, but put to his account; fo the righteoufnefs 
of Chrift is not inherent in us, but imputed to us ; 
and God is gracioufly pleafed to deal with us accord- 
ingly : he treats us as if we had not finned, and ac- 
cepts us as perfcftly righteous, fo that there is no 
condemnation whatever to us. 

The nature of this may be learned from the deal- 
ings of (mankind with one another. We read in St. 
Paul's Epiftle to Philemon, to whom he wrbte in be- 
half of Onefimus, a run- away fervant, who was after- 
wards 
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wards converted, defirijig him to receive him again— 
" if he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, faith 
Paul, impute it to me put it to my account. And 
thus it is with bondfmen, or fureties, who make 
themfelves liable to pay the debt of another ; what 
they pay is imputed to the perfon for whom they are 
bound, and he is reckoned to have paid it, by them: 
and thus as a plain man exprefles it, "the gofpel is 
nothing but good news, — that a rich man is come 
into the country, to pay poor people's debts." 

Now this glorious gift of righteoufnefs becomes 
cur's by faith ; it is therefore called " the righteouf- 
nefs of faith and the righteoufnefs of God, which 
is by faith ; and which is to, and upon, all that be- 

lieve." Hence, alfo, we are fa id to be juftified by 

faith;" and ** to be faved by grace, through faith." 

The perfon who has been convinced of fin by the 
law, alarmed by his fenfe of danger, led to feek for 
falvation, and enlightened in the knowledge of Chrift) 
gladly receives tliis gift of righteoufnefs. He fees no 
other way. He is pJeafed with this way. He re- 
ceives this righteoufnefs, and relies upon it for his 
acceptance with God. 

We muft always remember, that the only perfon 
who can or will receive this righteoufnefs, is one 
who has been convinced that he is unrighteous in 
himfelf ; and who is looking out for deliverance from 
that ftate in which the law leaves him. He hears the 
propofal of the gofpel ; affents to it as true ; delights 
_ m it as good ; renounces all other ways of obtaining 
relief, and heartily confents to be fared by grace 
alone. This is that faith frequently defcribed in the 
fcripturc by receiving Chrift— coming to Chrift, and 
trufting in Chrift. 
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APPLICATION. 

And now, my dear friends, confider, I befeech yotr, 
the great importance of this fubjeft. That great Re- 
former Luther faid, that ** jullification by faith is 
that article on which the whole church muft ftand or 
fall." It was the pillar of the Reformation. It is the 
leading doftrine of the Bible; and it is an eflfential 
do&rine of the Church of England. In one of the 39 
Articles, which you will do well to read, this grand 
truth is thus exprefled : We are accounted righte- 
ous before God, only for the merit of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, by faith, and not for our own works or de- 
fervings. Wherefore, that we are jullified by faith 
only, is a moft wholefome doftrine, and very full of^. 
comfort.'* The prayer book fpeaks the famelanguagc. 
Perhaps you may remember thefevexpreflions — ** O 
Lord God, who leeft that we put notour truft in any 
thing that we do." Again, ** We lean only on the 
hope of thy heavenly grace." In another place-— 
** We do not prefume to come to this thy table, truft- 
ing in our own righteoufnefs." 

Take alfo a few palTages from the book of Homi- 
lies. Man cannot make himfelf righteous by his 
own works, neither in whole, nor in part; for that 
were the greateft arrogancy, and prefumption of man, 
that anticbrift could fet up againft God, to affirm, 
that man might, by his own works, take away his 
lins^ and fo juftify himfelf.*' In another place we 
have thcfe excellent words, Chrift is now become 
the righteoufncfs of all them that do truly believe in 
him. He, for them, paid the ranfom by his death. 
He, for them fulfilled the law in his life." Once 
more, This righteoufiiefs, which we fo receive of 
God's mercy, and ChrilVs merits, embraced by faith, 
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is taken, accepted, and allowed of God, our pc 
and full juftification." 

Think of this matter with refpeft to yourft 
You muft die. You muft appear before a holy < 
wlio hates fin, and has declared that the foul thai 
ncth (hail die. Are you not afking-— " Where 
fhall I come before the Lord, and appear befor 
moft high God?*' You have now heard. N< 
works of righteoufnefs which you have done. T 
are imperfeft and infufficicnt. The beft of th( 
mixed with fin. Truft not to thera. Reno 
them all, and fay with St. Paul, Yea, doul 
and 1 count all things but dung and drofs, that ] 
win Chrift and be found in him, not having 
own righteoufnefs, but that which is througl 
faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs which is of Go 
faith." If you truft to any thing elfe, you ** 
trate,'* as much as you can, the grace of C 
and in effeft fay, that " Chrift died in vain." 
is a blafphemy that you do not intend, but all 
righteoufnefs fpeaks this horrid .language. Rer 
ber what is written, i Cor. iii. ii. " other foi 
tion can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Chrift 5" this alone can bear the weight of a fir 
falvation ; every other will give way when the 1 
comes, and bury the builder in its ruins. 

But I hope better things of you, my bret 
even the things which accompany falvatior 
hope you are convinced of fin, and alfo.of right 
nefs ; that you are hungering and thirfting aft 
Be of good comfort. It is the gift of God, free! 
ftowed, without any defcrvings on the part o 
finner. " Afk and ye fliall receive. Seek, a 
fhall find. Knock, and it (hall be opened 
you." Pray to God for faith. It is the wc 
tlie Holy Spirit to produce it. Faitli comcthby 
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ing. Continue to hear his vLord ; and expeft, that, 
in waiting upon Uod, he will enable you to mix faith 
with it, that fo it may profit your foul. 

Have any of you, my brethren, put on the Lord 
Jefus ? Is he the foundation of your hopes ? Is his 
righteoufnefs th^ rock on which you build ? the wed- 
ding garment in which you refolvc to appear before 
him ? I call upon you to rejoice. Bleffed are your eyes 
for they fee^ and your ears for they hear. Bleffed is 
your heart, for therewith you have believed unto fal- 
vation* Now you may fay with the church (Ila. Ixi. 
10.) I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my foul 
fliall be joyful in my God j for he hath clothed me with 
the garments of falvation ; he hath covered me with 
the robe of righteoufnefs !" Happy believer ! go on 
thy way rejoicing. The fting of deatli is gone. Who 
ihall condemn thee? God hath juftified thee. Thou 
knowefi: in whom thou haft believed ^ and he will df- 
furedly keep that which thou haft committed unto 
him. Wear this righteoufnefs as thy breaft-plate. 
Tt fhall guard, thy heart from fear, in iicknefs and in 
death. Yea, thus defended, thou (halt appear with 
boldnefs in the prefence of God. Filkd with holy 
joy 4n4 gratitude, let thy lips and life proclaim the 
praifes of the Lord. Prove to all the world, that the 
fame feith which juftifies the foul, fanftifies the heart ; 
that this doctrine is according to godlinefs ; and that 
the grace of God which bringeth falvation, teach- 
cth thee to deny ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, and 
to live righteoully, foberly, and godly in this prcfcnt 
evil world.'* Let the following lines be the fincerc 
language of every foul : 

** Be all my heart, and all my ways, 
Direfted to thy lingle praife ; 
And let my glad obedience prove 
How much I owe, how much I love.*' 
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The Law and Gospel diftingutJheL 

The law commands, and makes ps know, 
What duties to our God we owe; 
But 'tis the gofpel muft reveal 
Where lies our ftrength to do his wilL 

The law difcovers guilt and fin, 
And fliews how vile our hearts have been ; 
Only tlic gofpel can exprefe 
Forgiving love and cleanfing grace. 

What curfes doth the law denounce 
Againft the man that fails but once ? 
But in the gofpel Chrift appears, 
Pard'ning the guiJt of num'rous year^* 

My foul, no more attempt to draw 
Thy life and comfort from the law ; 
Fly to the hope the gofpel gives ; 
Tiie man that trufis the promife lives. 
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God maJe man upright ; hut tbey have fought out 
many inventions. 
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ECCLESIASTES vii. 29. 

God made man upright ; but they have fought out man) 
inventions. 

THESE arc the words of Solomon, the King of 
Ifrael ; and appear to be the refult of much ob- 
fervation and experience. Poflefled of fuperior ta- 
lents, and placed in the higheft ftation, he refolved to 
attain the utmoft degree of wildom ; but his fuccefs 
was not equal to his wilhes. He perceived, however, 
the extreme folly of having fo many wives and con- 
cubines; and fays, verfe 28. — **One man among a 
thoufand have I found i"but a woman among all thofe 
have 1 not found ; that is, among his courtiers arhd 
flatterers, one man, perhaps,, ^mong a thoufand he 
found on whom he could depend; but not one 
among his thoufand wives and concubines. ^< But 
this only, faith he, have I found — that God made 
man upright ; but they have fought out many inven- 
tions." This he was fure of. He had no doubt rc- 
^efling this ; and* to this apoftafjr of man he traces 
up all the evils he faw and felt. 

Thefe words reprefen^ two things— namely, 
IThe original^ and ^Lftate jj^e of man. 
Firft, L^t us cdlpMr th<r mgindl Hate of man. 
^ God ma<!ag|fen uf^rigfit." 

Mpk^ figl^aK tbe; &ft man, Adam^;. the father and 
head of all men; in whom the whole human race was 
included. God i^f^^ ihitif ; formed him out of the 
duft of the earth ; and breajAied into his noflriis the 
Vfeathoflifei Gen»ii.7r Gi>d made kim i//r/^^/ s this 

does 
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does not mean in his bodilv ftatnre, but in tkc frame 
and difpofition of Uis mina. God created man in 
hh own image, in his own lifcenefs." He was nattt- 
rally and habttmaUy righteous. His heart was pro^ 
perly difpofcd towards God^ with a loveofgood^ and 
a hatred of evil. Tlie law was not written for him 
in tables of ftone, but it was written upon his heart. 

His mind was endued with true knowledge, (Col. 
lii. 2.) He knew his maker. He knew his glorious 
perfeftions; his power, his wiCiom, his holinefs, and 
his goodiicfs. He knew his relation to God, his du- 
ty to him, and his dependence on him. He faw the 
glory and goodnefs of God in his works. He ftudied 
them, that he might glorify God in them ; hence we 
£nd,him giving names to the creatures, which, in the 
ori^nal, Ihew that he had obferved tfaem, and under- 
flood their nature. 

His will was conformed to the will of God. It 
had no fuch bias to evil as we now have ; but it was 
difpofcd to comply -witli the divine will in all refpefts. 

The affi£fions of his ^bul were holy and hcavcniy. 
He loved God above all. He confidered him as tbe 
fuprerae good, and the grand fourcc of his happineft* 
He loved the creatures for God's fake; and all the 
beauty or fweetnefs he found in them, led him to 
-adore and love his God the more. 

Inthisftate, man v/as truly bkfled and bonour- 
able. His mind was calm. His confcience was eafy- 
He knew no guilt. He fett no fhame. He ww a 
llranger t(; fear. No angry paifions difturbed his 
foul. His body was free from difeafe and pain. He 
converfcd wr.li God, and was as happy as paradife 
could make hiiii. 

Had he continued in his ftate of uprightnefs for a 
certain time, he would, probably, have been tranflat- 
ed, without pain or death, to a heavenly ftate, ftillhap- 
E z pierj 
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pier; and all his poftcrily would have been confirmd 
in the fame condition of holiiiefs and happinefs, with* 
oat the danger of falling, as he did : for as it is certain, 
that all mankind, dcfcended from Adam, are involved 
in thcconfequenccaofhis fall i we oiayjuftly conclude, 
that had he maintained his integrity^ they wowld all 
have fhared in the happy fruit of it- But alas, though 
** God made man upright; he hath fought out 
many inventions." The crown is fallen frbiQ lis 
head, the glory is departed from him." This is a 
point which it greatly concerns us to know. This is 
one of the firft principles of our religion, on which 
all the reft depend, ** For if man is not at variance 
with his creator, what need of a Mediator P If he be 
not depraved and undone^ what neceflity of a Reftorer 
and Saviour? If he is not injlaved to fin, why is he 
redeemed by Jefus Chrift ? If he is not polluted^ why 
rauft he be vuajhed in the blood of the Lamh ? If his 
foul is not dijordered^ what occafion is there for- a di- 
vine Phyfician f In a Word, if he is not horn in fm^ 
why is a new birth fo neceflary, that Chrift folemnly 
declares, without it no man can " fee the kingdom of 
Ciod ?" — Let us then attend, in the fecond place to 

The prefent apojiate Jiate of man* 

Satan, full of hatred to God, and envying the haji 
pinefs of man, devifed the method of his deftruSion, 
with infernal cunning. He aflaulted " the weaker 
veffel" firft; queftioned, and then denied the word 
o^gjfod 5 reprefented the command, not to eat of the 
tree:, as very fevere ; and tlie eating of it as quite 
harmlefs, yea, as highly advantageous. Ihall 
not furely die," faid the devil; though God hadfaid, 
•* Ye lhall furely die." Thus Eve was deceived, and 
became the unhappy means of feducing her hufband. 
Thus both our firft parents fell from their original 
ftatc of purity and blifs j and, as a token of God's 

dreadful 



5 



dreadful difpleafure, were baiiiflicd from the garden 
of Eden. 

But you muft obfervc* that m and hy this fall. of 
our firft parcnts^^all their poftcrity likewife fell. So, 
St. Paul affures us, Rom. v. i^. By one raan, fin 

. entered into the world, and death bv fin ; and fo 
death pafled upon all men, far that all have finned:" 
and again, vcpfe 15. " through the offence of one. 
many are dead:" and again, verfe 18 "by the of- 
fence of one, judgment came upon all men to con- 
demnation." 

In confcquencc of our fall in Adam, our nature is 
wholly corrupt. Our hearts are naturally carnal and 
worldly. We forfake God, the fountain of happi- 

. ncfs ; and vainly ftrive to make ourfelves liappy in fin 

. and folly ; or, as our text has it — ** we have fought 
out many inventions"*— many vain reafonings — many 
fooliih queftions and fpeculations ! What are the 
numberJefs inventions of men, but weak and wicked 
attempts to procure happinefs without God, andcoii- 

. trary to his will. What inventions to pleafe the ima- 
gination ! Hence the loads of novels which burden 
the world* and are read and reliflied far better than 

;the word of truth. What inventions to delight the 

• eyes ! Hence plays, and fliews, and all the vanity of 
; dre&« What inventions to pleafe the ear ! Hence all 

the cfaarmis of roufic, vocal and inftrumental. What 

• inventions to gratify the tafte ! Hence all the art of 
. cookery, coUcding niceties from every quarter of the 
J world. Of how many may it be faid, that their 

kitchen is their temple, the cook their pricft, and their 
belly their god. What inventions are there to kill 
time i Short as life is, and we all complain it is fo 
.ihort, it drags on too flowly for many. Hence the 
various amufements, efpecially playing at cacds, in- 
Yonted on purpofe to kill time*. Ah ! how foon will 

E3 theft 
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tliefe murderers of time, wiih for one of ^thelr loll 
hours, when time with them (hall be no m(ire. Whit 
inventions are there to gratify pride f Wbat contri- 
vances to make us look greater and fineJT- than our 
neighbours I What inventions to become rich and 
great; for this, men fpend all their firength, and rift 
their health and life. What inventions to deceive 
one another, and to appear whatwe^e^lly are jiot ! 

But there are worfe inventions Itilf in matters of 
religion. What inventions of do£lrine ! how many 
teach, for divine truth, the commandments of men?! 
What inventions in the worlhip of God 1 Hence all 
idolatry and fuperllition ; hateful to God, and hurt- 
ful to man. . What inventions' as to the way of ac- 
ceptance with God ! There is but one true way, and 
that is Chrift ; but inftead of this, men have invent- 
ed a thoufand ways ; pretending by their own virtue, 
goodnefs, morality, charity, and devotion, to recom- 
mend t lemfelves to God. 

Not to dwell any longer on the word ^' inventi- 
ons," let us take a general view of man in his fallen 
ftate. ' 

See, what ignorance veils his mind- How wretch- 
ed and near to the ftate of brute beafls arc millions 
of the human race ; the Indians of America, and the 
Blacks of Africa ! Yea, even in Europe, whi^h 
more enlightened ; and in England too ; a country 
full of churches and bibles ; O how many thoufands 
are in darknefs and the fhadow of death ! Yes, even 
many of thofe who are fcholars, arc wife enough in 
worldly things, know not God, know not themfelvcs, 
know not Jefus Chrifl. How many that feem to be 
religious, worfhip an unknown God," being igno- 
rant of tlieir fallen ftate, and therefore ignorant of the 
fiivation of the Redeemer* 

But 
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But Ignorance is not all; Conficlcr the camaTitf of 
the minch The heart is gone from God* It docs 
•* not like to retain God in its knowledge." How 
many arc faying to God, •* Depart from us, we dc- 
fire not the knowledge of thy ways and fay, my 
brethren, Is it not fo with forne of you ? Why elfcis 
it that you do not lotc prayer } Wliy do"you neg- 
leS the bible ? Why do you break the fabbath ? 
Why do you take pleafure in the company of the 
wicked, while you laugh at ferious people, and true 
piety ? Your confcicnce fometimcs fmites you for this, 
for you know they are right, and you are wrong : and 
were you on a dying bed, you would gladly be in their 
ftate. You have an immortal foul, which you know 
muft be faved for ever^ or loft for ever, and yet you 
live as if you had no foul at all. And though religion 
be the great bulinefs of man, it is the only bufinefs 
that you negledt ; it is the only bufinefs that you hate 
to fee others mind. And does not this convince you 
th; t you are carnal indeed ? 

*^ Even a child is known by his doings;" fool- 
iQinefs is bound up in the heart of a child," Prov. xx. 
2. xxii. 15. Have you never obferved the envy, 
pride, and paffion of little children ? They could not 
learn thefe evil tempers from others. They brought 
them into the world with them. They were born m 
fin. 

Look at young people. The feeds of fin which 
were in their nature fpring up and grow apaee. The 
bud of vice now begins to blow. See the forward, 
rafh youth, full of pride and felf-conceit, defpifing his 
parents, impatient of controul, burfting every bond, 
that he may purfue hrspleafures ; and determined to 
indulge his lufts, though at the expence of health, 
chara£ter, and life itfelf. O who can lament, as it 
deferves, the fhameful) the worle than brutal lewdnefs 



of both fexet f This vice awfully prevalh ; anJ 
though fomc may laugh at it, and think it a little fin, 
let them know, that whoremongers and adulterers 
God will judge," Hebw xiii. 4, 

What (haU we fay of pr^phanenefs ? ^* Becaufc of 
fwearing the land mourneth the fireets, die rosick, 
the "fields, the ale-houfqs, ring with the horrid ian* 
guage of hell. The throat of the fwearer is an 
open fepulchre," belching forth, inoaths and curfes, 
a ilench more hateful to God tlian the fraell of a hu- 
man carcafe to man. This is fo common, tliat we 
ahnoft forget its criminality ; but what faith thclaw? 

Thou fhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him guiltlefs that 
taketh his name in vain." Surely this is a fin, which, 
above' moll others; fhews that man is wofully fallen 
and wicked ; or how could he pra£tife, how could be 
love, this unprofitable vice ? 

l ime would fail us to fpeak of a thoufand other 
evils which proceed out of the heart. Read the cata- 
logue given by our Saviour himfelf. Matt. xx. 19. 

Evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, falfe witnefs, blafphemy ; thefe come forth 
from the heart, and they defile the man." 

The fcriptures abound withteftiraonies to this fad 
truth. Read the following. Gen. vi. 5. " And God 
faw that the wickednefs of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually ; and it repented 
the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart." See alfo, Gen. viii. 21. 

The imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
youth." Read alfo, Jobxi. 12. " Vain man would 
be wife, though man be born like a wild afs's colt i" 
and diap, xv. 14. What is man, that he fliould be 
clea^ ? and he which is born of a woman, that he 
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fhould be righteous And left any (houIJ think that 
ill people arc not fo bad, and that thefe things are 
faid only of openly wicked perfons, obferVe what the 
Following fcnpture declares, Pfalm xiv. 2, 3. The 
Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of 
men, to fee if there were any that did underftand and 
feek God. They are all gone afide ; they are all 
together become filthy ; there is none that doeth 
good : no, not one,^^ In a word, fee the true pifture 
of fallen man, in Jerem. xvii. 9. ** The heart rs 
deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked : 
who can know it ?** 

Thus, then, is this terrible, but ufeful truth, fully 
confirmed. None can deny it, without denying the 
word of God. But if thefe teftimonies are not enough, 
turn your eyes to the ftate of mankind in thisprefent 
evil world ; and you will find fad proof that man is 
in a fallen ftate. Is not " the earth curfed for man's 
fake and why doth it bring forth fo plentifully 
thorns and briars, .while ufeful plants, and fruit, and 
grain, cannot be produced without great labour ? 
The earth itfelf preaches to us this humbling doc- 
trine; and while man gains his daily bread with the 
fweat of his brow, let him learn that fin is the fatal 
caufe. 

Sometimes the earth is deluged with dangerous 
floods. At other times it is hardened by exceflive 
drought. Dreadful peals of thunder fhake the hear 
yens ; fearful flafhes of lightning fill the fkies. Hor- 
rible earthquakes cleave the ground, and open a fudden 
grave for thoufands. Burning mountains belch forth 
their deftruftive contents. The feas, raifed to fury 
by ftormy winds, bury the poor helplefs feamen. 
Terrible plagues fweep away whole cities in a few 
. dayst What is the language of thefe fearful meflen- 
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gers i They all mrite u> fay, Man is fallen, and God 
IS angry. 

Conlider alfo the forrows of mothers in bringing 
forth their offspring : the cries and tears, aud paks, 
and death of httle babes. Think of tl>e varioas 
fierce and agonizing difrafes of mankind. What is 
the world but a hoge hofpital ? and where aknoH the 
houfe where there is not one fick ?. How many of 
our poor fellow creatures are 'pining in poverty, or 
racked with pain, or raving with madnefs. Turn 
your eyes to the dying bed of a fellow mortal. Look 
at his ghaftly countenance. See how he is -convulftd j 
how he labours for life. At laft, with a mournful 
groan, he bids adieu to this wretched world. BehoM 
the pale and lifeiefs corpfe. In a few days, perhapB^ 
in a few hours, it begins to change. Putrefaftiofc 
feizes it ; and the body onceYo dear and pleafant, tlie 
parent, the wife, or the child, muft be buried out of 
our fight mull be configned to the dark, cold, and 
loathfome grave, to become the prey o-f fordid worms. 
What a terrible proof docs ail this afford of our fiafii 
ftate f 



IMPROVEMENT. 

And now hat fhall we fay to thefe things ? Is this 
the rtate of man r How ncce.fary is it tlxit he fbouM 
know it. We obfcrved, at the beginning, that it is 
one of the liill principles of our religion, and withoat 
knowing this, we cannot underftand the reft. There 
are three things, the ahrolnte neceflity of which wc ' 
may learn from what has been faid, namely, Redemp* 
tioNy RepentancC'i and Regeneration* 

I. Redemption. God hates fin with infinite abhor- 
* rencc. Sin renders us abominable in his fijht.- 

The 



SERMOK T. 



ir 



The wages of fin is death." " He will render in- 
rnation and wrath, tribulation and anguifh, upon 
ery foul of man that docth evil." How then can 
; efcapo the damnation of hell ? Blefled be God, he 
th fo loved the world, as to give his only begotten 
►n, to be our Redeemer and Saviour. Jefus Chrift 
s died for finners, the juft for the unjuil, to bring 
to God. By his blood, reconciliation is made for 
iquity ; and by his Spirit our nature is renewed 5 fo 
at -we may be fully reftored to tlie favour and image 
God. 

2. See alfo the need of Repentance^ or fudi a fight 
id fenlib of fin as leads to godly farrow and felf-ab- 
>rrence. Alas, how far from this are many, who 
jt call themfelves Chriftians. Hear the proud pha- 
fee crying, " God, I thank thee, that I am not as 
tber men are or boafting that ne has a good heart, 
a clear con fcience \ that he docs his duty to the 
e/l of his power, and never hurt anybody in all his 
fe. This is the wretched cant of poor, ignorant, 
eluded fouls, who know not the plague of their 
pvn heart." God forbid this (hould be our cafe, 
ct us rather, like all the good men we read of in 
iripture, confefs our fins, loathe ourfelves, and rep«nt 
I dull and afties. Then ftiall we thankfully receive 
le free mercy and forgiving love of God through Jc- 
is Chrift. 

3. From hence alfo we learn^fhe neceflity of Re^e^ 
eration. If we arc born in fin, we muft be bornagaia. 
o our Saviour folemnly declared to Nicodemus, 
ohn iii. 3. Verily, verily, 1 fay unto thee, Ex- 
ept a man be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom 
r God." We muft have a new heart ; that is, anew 
ifbofition of heart ; fuch a change within as may be 



tuui the baptifm of watier. We muft be born of 
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water and of the Holy Gboft that Ig, we muft 

experience the power of the Spirit on our minds, 
which is like that of water on the bodj, to cleanfe 
and purify it from fin. Water, in baptifm, is ** the 
outward vifible fign," but there is alfo, an inward 
and fpiritual grace and this is, a death unto iin, 
and a new birth unto righteoufnefs." 

How important then is tl>^ knowledge of our fallen 
ftate ! May the Holy Spirit fo blefs what has now 
been faid <:oncerningit, that, difcovering the difeafc 
of our nature, we may highly prize the great phyfician 
of fouls ; may lie low before a holy God in the duft 
of humiliation ; yet looking up for pardoning mercy, 
and for fanftifying grace, daily to renew us in thcfpi* 
rit of our minds ; till, being made meet for heaven, 
we 4re admitted into thatblefled ftate, where fin and 
forrow (hall be known no more; and where, with all 
the redeemed, we fliall celebrate our glorious reco* 
very from the ruins of the fall, afcribing falvation to 
God and the Lamb, forever and ever. Amen* 
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EPHESIANS J. 6. 
In whom we have Redemption ihrcugh his blood. 

THE word Redemption is perhaps the moft com- 
pTchenfivc that our own language, or any 
other, can afford. Redemption itfcif is certainly the 
greateft^blcffing that God can beftow, or man receive 
n is this thatftrikes the joyful firings of the heavenly 
harpers. This is the burden of that ever-new fong 
which none but the Redeemer can fing.— Worthy 
is the Lamb that was flain, for thou haft redeemed 
us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation." 

The falvation of man, under whatever name it is 
defcribcd, always fuppofes his fallen, guilty, ruined, 
and helplefs (late : nor can we underftand one word 
of the gofpel aright without knowing this. He is 
dangeroufly difeafcd : Chrift is the phvfician, and 
falvation his cure. He is naked : Chrifi covers him 
with his righteoufnefs. He is famifhed : Chrift is 
his meat and drin^ , is ii^.darknefs : Chrift is his 
light. He ftands at the bar, accufed, and ready to 
be condemned : Chrift appears as his furety, and 
pleads his righteoufnefs for his juftification. So here 
in the text. Man is in bondage : Chrift pays the 
ranfom, and procures his difcharge. 

Come then, my friends, and let us attend to this 
great fiibje£t ; and remember, that we are fixing our 
minds on the fame delightful theme that engages the 
hearts and harps of glorified faints ; and which will 
employ our grateful tongues to all eternity, if we arc 
found among the raiifomed of the Lord. 

Redemp- 
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ReJemption, amoiig men, is the deliverance of 
pcrfons out of a (late of captivity and bondage, by the 
arm of power, or rather by the payment of a price, 
for their ranfom. The recovery of God's chofeii 
people from the ruins of the fall is therefore defcribed 
by this term ; becaufe they are, by nature, in a 
wretched Hate of bondage and flavery ; from which 
they could never deliver themfelves ; and in which, 
if not delivered, they muft perifli for ever. But 
Chrift, the Son of God, out of his infinite love and 
compaflion, undertook the deliverance ; and by pay- 
ing down a fufficient price, even his own precious 
blood, as a ranfom, delivered them from ruin, and 
reftored them to liberty. 

That we may better underftand this redemption of 
loft man, let us confider — His captivity — his hclplej/^ 
nejs — and, the means of hU deliverance. 

Confider, firft, the ftate of man as a captive and a 
Have. Captives, among men, are perfons taken in 
war and made pri loners. In many caies, they were 
nfed very ill ; put to fhame; doonied to hard labour ; 
confined in chains, priforis, or mines ; led at the 
chariot wheels of their conquerors ; and fometimes 
put to death in a wanton and cruel manner. To 
this day the poor blacks are treated as captives, and 
kept in a ftate of bon4age. Ships are fcnt from Eng* 
land and other countries to Africa, on purpofe to 
get hundreds and thoufands of them for flaves. They 
are ftolen, or procured under various and wicked 
pretences ; torn from the bofoms of their deareft re- 
lations ; forced away from their own country ; clofely 
ftowed together in a (hip ; and, when brought to the 
Weft-Indies, fold like beafts in a market. They are 
then doomed to hard labour, and often to cruel ufage; 
till death puts an end to their miferies, or their li- 
berty is obtained by paying a fum of money for it. 

F % 
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In fuch a cafe, a man may be faid to be redeemed; and, 
cealing to be a flave, he become^ a freeman. Thii 
mav give us fome idea of the nature of Redemption, 
When God made man he made him upright; he 
made him free; but he foon loft his liberty. Satan 
attacked him, and prevailed againft him; and not 
againft him only, but againft all Ws pofterity. In 
this ftate we are born ; in this we live ; and m this 
vre die and perifli, unlefs the Redemption of Chrift 
is applied to our fouls by the Holy Spirit. You 
would pity a number of poor captives if you &w 
them in heavy chains ; if you faw them ftript of 
their cloathing, robbed ot their wealth, or fold , 
like beafts ; if you faw them cruelly abufed wd 
beaten, and pining to death in pain and mifery. 
"Well, this is our own ftate by nature. We are con- 
aucred tr removZt frCT. original 

Sappy condition ; deprived of our true riches, the 
image and favour of God ; tied and bound with the 
chains of our fins ; bafr'y employed by the devil in 
the horrid drudgery of our lufts ; and, if grace pre- 
vent it not, liable to be fummoned by death into an 
awful eternity, to receive the wages of our fin, which 
is eternal mifery. 

From this fad conditioiif . we cannot deliver our* 
felves. We have neither- tjte will nor the power. 
It is the peculiar mifery or Mful man that he knows 
jiot his mifery.^ Other captwes groan for freedom. 
Even a bird or a beaft, deprived of liberty, ftrugglcs 
to get free ; but more wretched and ftupid finners 
deny that they are flaves; and foolifhly boaft, lik« 
the Jews, " that they were never in bondage to any 
man." They hug their yoke ; they love their prifon, 
and fancy mufic in the rattling of their chains. If 
any here are in this condition, may ^QjiiS open their 
eyes, and deliver them from the fad lufatuation ! 

But 
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Bnt if a man had a will to be free he has not the 
pnver. What ranfom can he offer? Can he make 
fatisfa£lion to the injured law of God ? Can he ren- 
der back to his Maker the glory of which he has 
robbed him ? Or can he reftore to his owji foul the 
image of God, which is loft and fpoiled by fin ? Can 
he r^new his finful nature to holinefs, or make him* 
felf a new creature ? No ; it is impoflible. If the 
heart' of God do not pity ; if the hand of God do not 
help; he muft die a flave, and be the eternal com- 
panion of his cruel tyrant, and fellow-Haves in the 
pafon of hell. 

But bleffed be God for Jefus Chrift ! When there 
was ho eye to pity, no hand to help, his own al- 
mighty arm brought falvation. The fon of God, 
touched with compaffion for periftiing man, de- 
icended from his throne of glory, and vifited our 
wretched abode. Becaufe his people were flefh and 
blood, he alfo him felf like wife took part of the 
fame j that through death he might deftroy him that 
had the power of de^th, that is, the devil; and de- 
liver them who, through fear of death, were all their 
life time fubjeft to bondage," Heb. ii. 14, 15. 

Among the Jews, the right of Redemption belong- 
ed to the kinfman. Jcfus Chrift, in order to redeem 
us, became a man, the kinfman of our nature, " bone 
of our bone, and flefti of ourflefh *' for both he 
that fanftifieth, and they that are fanftified, are all of 
one ; for which caufe he is not aftiamed to call them 
brethren, Heb. ii. i. 

The Redemption of captives is ufually by paying 
a price or ranfom. This Chrift paid, and the price 
was no lefs than his blood ; fo fays our text — ** In 
whom we have redemption through his blood." 
Andfo St, Peter fpcaks, i Eph. i. 18. " Ye were not 
F3 rc. 
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redeemed with corruptible things, as filver and goldj 
but with the precious blood of Chrift" — not by fo 
mean a price as the perilhing riches of this world, 
fuch as the filver and gold, which are paid for buj- 
fng poor captives out of bondage, mifery, and ilavery i 
among men : but it was at no lefs a price thau the 
noble and invaluable precious blood, fufferings, and 
dcatli of the Son of God. 

Having taken a general view of redemption, let us 
defcend to fome particulars by which we may better 
xindcrftand the fubjeft, and be more affefted with it 
The natural man is a captive of the Devil^of the 
Fle/h^oi the World^oi the Law — and of the Grants 
From all thefe Chrift delivers his people. 

I. We are all, by nature, captives of the Devil 
This may feem to you a hard faying, but it is too 
true ; fee the proof of it in 2 Tim. ii. ^6—** that 
?hey may recover themfelves out of the fnare of the 
Devil, who arc taken captives by him at his will*'— 
taken alive, as captives of war, to be cnflaved and 
ruined by the devil. O how dreadful is the power of , 
Satan over wicked men ! They are not aware of it, ' 
or they would earneftly pray, Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil,*' or the evil 
one. St. John fays, The whole world lieth in 
wickednefs, or in the wicked, one," i John v. 19. 
and St. Paul fays, He worketh in tlic children of,» 
difobedience," Eph. ii. 2* So that there is more 
truth in fome common exprelSons, ufed by wicked 
people, than they are aware of ; as when tkey fay, 
The devil is in you." It is awfully true of all un- 
converted finners. And it delerves notice, how fuch 
people continually fport with fuch words as thefe— 
Hell, and hellilh — ^Devil, and devilifli- Damn, and 
damnation. Surely tlieie words Ihow who is their 

mailer. 
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mafter, and what is likely to be their place and por- 
tion. May God difcover the evil of fuch things to 
all who pradife them. 

Now the bleflcd Redeemer came down from hea- 
ven to deftroy the works of the devil. He overcame 
all his temptations in the wildernefs ; he triumphed 
over him on the crofs ; and when he afcended into 
heaven^ he led captivity captive conquered the 
conqueror, and bound the ftrong one. He (hewed 
his power over devils, by cafting them out of the' 
ioMes of men ; and he ftillfhews his power, by caftiiig 
him out of the fouJs of all who believe in him. O 
that he may (hew this power among us this moment ! 

Yes, my friends, if we are redeemed from Satan 
wc arc redeemed io God*' — redeemed to God, as his 
peculiar property ; for his honour and fervice j for 
communiori with him now ; and for the everlafting 
enjoyment of him in glory. 

ll. We are all, by nature, captives of the F/e/i'i 
our minds are flefhly; ** Sin reigns in our mortal 
J>odies ; we obey it in the lufts thereof; our members 
are inftruments of unrighteoufnefs ; we have yielded 
our members fervants to uncleannefs and to iniquity: 
for his fervants we are to whom we obey, Rom. vi« 
ai, &c. 

Is not this true, my friends ? Are not fome here 
prefent yet the (laves of (in ; one of drunkennefs ; 
another of fwearing; another of fornication ; another 
of lying ; another of thieving, or fome other deadly 
fin ? Ah, Sirs, « the end of thefe things is death 

for thefe things fake cometh the wrath of God 
upon the children of difobedience.*' Alas! how 
many are ftrong advocates for human libery, who 
are themfelves the (laves of corruption ! " For ef 
whom a man is overcome, of the &me is he brought 
in bondage/' 2 Pet. ii. 19. 
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Bat, adored be Jefus, he came to fave us from 
our fins;" that we, being delivered from the hand 
of our enemies, might ferve him without fear, in ho- 
linefs and righteoufnefs before him, all the days of 
our life." By the power of his Spirit, his people are 

born again," and made " new creatures in Chrift 
Jefus, old things pafs away, and all things become I 
new." They are not in the flefli, but in the Spirit; 
they walk not according to the flefh.; they are enabled 
to crucify the old man of fin, and to put on the new 
man of grace ; and to live, in fome degree, in that 
holinefs without which no man can fee the Lord. 

III. We are all, by nature, captures of the WarU: 
or, as the fcripture exprefles it, — " Walk according to 
the courfe of this world," willingly carried along with 
the ftream of fin, and fooliflily thinking we fhall do 
well, becaufc we do like otliers ; forgetting that 
•* broad is the road that leadeth to deatli, and many 
there be that walk therein while the narrow way 
to life is found, by very few. By nature we are con- 
formed to the worjd; to its foolilh cuftoms, maxims, 
drefs, and amufements ; and alfo to its dangerous, 
miftaken notions of religion. People are afraid to 
think for themfelves; they take the religion of their 
neighbours on truft, without examining, by the 
word of God, whether it be right or wrong, true or 
falfe. 

But our bleffed Lord ^« gave himfelf for our fins, 
that he might deliver us from this prefent evil world," 
from the fins, fnares, cuftoms, and fa(hions of tlic 
men of this world. St. P^ter fpeaks of being redeem- 
ed from " our vain converfation, received by tradi- 
tion from our fathers." It matters not what we were 
brought up to, nor what our forefathers lived in : if 
it was wrong we muft forfake it. We rauft confefs 
Chrift before men, or he Will deny us before angels.: 
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and ^ fliall not be afliamed of the gofpcl of Chrift, 
if we know it to be the power of God to our own 
falvation j but rather glory in the crofs of Chrift, by 
which we are crucified to the world, and the world to 
us. Then we are the true difciples of Chrift, when 
we are not of tlie world, even as be was not of the 
world. 

IV. We are all, as finners, captives and prifonersto 
the broken Law and offended Jujiice of God. The 
law juftly demands of us, perfect and perpetual obe- 
dience. If we fail in one point we are guilty of all ; 
and fall under its fearful curfe. The law demands our 
obedience, or our blood. If we difobey but once, our 
lives are forfeited. We are condemned already j and, 
if death find us in that ftate, it Ihuts up for ever in 
hell. 

But, glory be to the Lamb of God, that he came 
into tne world to lave nnnors; ana as iliere coulu bfi 
no remiffion of fins but by the flicdding of blood, he 
freely gave himfelf for us, and died for our fins, " the 
juft for the unjuft, that he might bring us to God.** 
Thus he gave himfelf a ranfom" for us; and re- 
deemed us from the curfe of the law, being made a 
curfe for us," Gal. iii. 13. Hereby, all who believe 
in him are delivered from the wrath to come.'* 
" There is therefore now no condemnation to them.'* 
They have paficd from death unto life ; and " who 
fliall lay any thing to the charge of God's elecft ? It is 
God that juftifieth. Who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Chrift that died." In confcquence of this, they 
are entitled to peace of confcience, even the peace of 
God that pafleth all underftanding. 

Finally, We are all, by reafon of fin, doomed to 
lieathf and (hall ftiortly be prifoners of the Grav^. 
This is the houfe appointed for all living ; to this 
dark abode we muft foon remove, and there remain 
I till 
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till the great day, when there (hall be a refurreftioti 
both of the jurt and the unjuft. 

But the glorious Redeemer has faid of his people, 
I will ranfom them from the power of the grave ; 
I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be ' 
thy plagues ; O grave, 1 will be thy deftruftion !'* 
Yes, Jefus is made unto us redemption ; namely, 
the redemption of the body;" and the creature 
itfelf," that is the body, fhali be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God.'* Then fhall be brought to pafs 
the faying that is written, ** Death is fw^allowed up 
in victory. O death, where is thy fling ? O grave, 
where is thy viftory ? The lling of death is fin, 
and the ftrength of fm is the law : but thanks be to 
God who givcth us the vidory, through our Lord 
Jefus Chrill-" 

APPLICATION. 

And now, my friends, what think you of rcdemp* 
tion ? Does it appear to you a little, or a great mat- 
ter ? How are your hearts afFe£ted with it ? Do you 
know that you are, or once was, in this miferabk 
bondage? You can never defirc deliverance, nor 
Jove the deliverer, till you know this. When Ifracl 
was in Egypt, they fighed by rcafon of their bon- 
dage, and they cried, and their cry' came up unto 
God by reafon of their bondage.'' Again, when If- 
racl was in Babylon, " they fat down by the rivers 
and wept; yea, they wept, when they remembered 
Zion." Depend upon it, if you never faw this to be 
your condition, it is your condition now. If you 
never fought redemption, you never partook of it* 
If you never faw any excellence and precioufnefs in 
Chrift, you are yet *' in the gall of bitternefs, yet in 
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rlie bond of iniquity." Be advifcd, when you go 
home, to retire to fome fecret place; and, on your 
bended knees, implore the blefled Redeemer to fet you 
free. Say, with tlie Pfalmift, Draw nigh to my 
foul, and redeem it." Look through the bars of 
your prifon to heaven. Cry to the Lord in your 
trouble, and he will fave you out of your diftreffcs. 
Hear him faying — Wilt thou be made free ?" He 
ftands ready to knock off thy fetters, and fet thee at 
liberty. It it was neceffary for you to pay the price 
of redemption, .you might well defpair ! but the 
price is paid ; nothing on your part is wanting but a 
heart and a hand to receive it. Come then, for all 
things are ready. Let Ifrael hope in the Lord, 
for with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is 
plenteous redemption." 

And you, who, through grace, have believed to th« 
laving of your fouls, come, and confider the fad ftate 
you were in ; from which nothing could deliver you 
but the. aftonilhing ranfom of the Saviour's blood. 
O fee the malignity of fin, in the Redeemer's bloody 
fwcat in the garden, and in his dreadful paius on the 
crofe. 

Come and meditate on the love of Chrift, " who 
loved you, and gave himfelf for you;" and who has, 
by his Spirit, brought home the redemption to your 
heart. There was nothing good in you to engage hira 
to do this J for ** while we were yet enemies Chrift died 
for us." O be thankful for your wonderful deliver- 
ance. ** O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is 
good; for his mercy endureth for ever. Let the re- 
deemed of the Lord fay fo, whom he hath redeemed 
from the hand of the enemy." Had a generous fel- 
low-creature delivered you from Turkilh flavery, or 
from a Spanifli inquihtion ; how would you exprefs 
your thanks I O, Sir, would you fay, 1 am under 

inex- 
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incxprcflible obligations ; I have not fuch another 
friend in all the world ; I (hall never forget vour 
kindnefs while I live.** But no earthly friend can 
redeem your foul from fin and hell. O, would to 
God, (laid a holy man) I could caufe paper and ink 
to fpcak the worth and excellency, the high and loud 
praifes of our brother Ranfomer ! Oh, the Ranfomer 
needs not my report ; but if he would vouchfafe to 
take and ufe it, I fliould be happy if I had an errand 
to this world, but for fome few years, to fpread pro- 
clamations of the glory of the Ranfomer, whofe 
cloatbs were wet and died in blood ; if even, after 
that, my foul and body fliould return to their ori- 
ginal nothing." 

Thus, my friends, let us think of Chrift; and thus i 
thinking of him, let us Ihew our love by keeping his ! 
commandments ; ever remembering, that " we are 
not our own, for we are bought with a price ; there- 
fore let us glorify God in our body, and in our fpi- 
rit, which are God*s/' Remember you are yet in 
the body; a body of fin and death: and though, 
through grace, you delight in the law of the Lord 
after the inward man, yet is there anotherlawinyour 
members, warring againft the law of your mind." | 
Watch againft it then, left at any time it fliould 
** bring you into captivity to the law of fin." Stand 
faft, therefore, in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath 
made you free ; and rejoice in hope of the complete, 
everlafting, and glorious liberty of the children of 
God in a better world. 
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JOHN lii. 3. 

Jejus anjwered and /aid unto Aim, Verify, verifyf / 
/ay unto thee. Except a Man h bom again^ he 
cannot fee the Kingdom of God. 
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JOHN iii. 3. 

anfwred and /aid unto him. Verily^ vtrlly, I fay 
Wit9 ihee^ Except a .Aian he born qgain^ he cannot fie 
the Kingdom of God. 

THE two grmd truths of the Chrifttan religion 
are, our Ruin in Adam, and our Recovery in 
Cbrift : and till we know botli thefe, we can perform 
no duty, nor enjoy any privilege aright ;^ we can 
neither ferve God here,, nor enter into his glory 
hereafter. 

Yoa nMift have obfcnred, that the. Scripture always 
divides manjcind into two clafles — the wicked and the 
righteous; finners and faints; believers and unbe- 
lievers ; heirs of hell and heirs of heaven. Thefe are 
all mixed together on earth, but they will be feparat- 
cd tt the day of judgment ; and their eternal fUte 
will then be toed, according to what was their true 
character here. What then can be of greater impor- 
tance to us than to know our real ftate at prefent? 
And obferve, that though there is that difference be- 
tween men, which was juft mentioned, we are all, by 
fiature, in one and the fame condition ; that is, fin- 
nerS) and children of wrath. So that unlefs a change 
pafles upon us, we continue in it, live and die in it, 
and are loft for ever. 

This is the folemn tmtit, which Jefus Chrift in our 
test dedwrod to Nieodenai. Perhapt> ym oiajlike 
to know who he wtaAf auftd how Chrift came to fay 
tfos to him. I will tell you. Nicodemus was a great 
ttaaamong the Jiewu Be a teacher, and a m* 
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ler ; and having heard that Jcfus Chrift had faid and 
done many wonderful things, he came to him one 
night, being afhamed to come by day light, and faid^ 
*^ Rabbi) we know that thou art a teacher come fron» 
God.'* Jefus Chrift diredly begins to teach Nicode- 
mus ; and he begms with the mod important truth 
that was ever taught— The neceffity of the new birth> 
which he aflerts in the ftrongeft manner poffible ^ 
«* Verily, verily, I fay unto thee. Except a man be 
born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of God;" as 
if he had foid, I, who am the truth itfelf, aiTure you, 
that no man, coniidering his fallen and corrupt na- 
ture, can undcrftand, or enjoy, tlie blcffings of that 
kingdom of grace which I am come to let up ; nor 
can he enter the kingdom of glory to which it leads, 
unlefs his heart is changed by power from above* 

It ftems that Nicoderous did not rightly underftand 
what out Lord mear^ by thk, at firft ; and he aiked 
how it could be. But our Lord Infifta upon it agaiiv 
and again, and we doubt not that Nicodcmus came ta 
undeHland it at laft, and really to become a new crea- 
ture. The Lord grant that we ^fo may become new 
creatures, fo as to ferve him here, and enjoy hiia 
hereafter ! 

The new^ birth fignlfics a great change^ made in the 
heart of a finner, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
It means that fomething is done in us, and for us^ 
which we cannot do for ourfclves ; fomething, to> 
which we were before ftrangcrs; fometliing,. where- 
by we begin to live, as we did not live before; yea, 
fomething, whereby fuch a life begins, as fliall laft 
for ever ; for, as by our firft birth we are born to die, 
fo, by our fecond birth, we are born to live for ever. 

That we may better underftand the new birth, or 
this change of heart, let us more particularly confider, 

I. The nature of this charge ; and, 

G X n. The 
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L Let us coimder the nature of thi» change. " It 
is not a change of the fubftance and faculties of the 
foul. Sin did not deftroy the eflence of the foul, but 
its reftitude ; fo grace does not give a new faculty, 
but a new quality. It is not deftroying the metal, 
but the old ftamp upon it, to imprint a new on?. It 
is not breaking the candleftick, but putting a new 
light in it. It is a new itringing the inftrument, to 
make new harmony.** 

It is a great change : or elfe, fucb a term as the 
new birth or, a new creation or, a rcfur- 
reftion," would not be proper. When a child is bom, 
its way of exifling, and of getting nourifliment is 
quite different from what it was before: fobythe 
new birth, wc live in a very different manner. The 
greatnefs of this change is elfewhere defcribed by 
* paffing from darknefs to light yea, by paffii^ 
from death to life." You hath he quickened who 
were dead in trefpalles and iins/* It makes a man 
quite the contrary of what he was before ; as contra- 
ry as Eaft to Weft ; North to South ; ligfit to dark- 
nefs 'y flefh to fpirit. It is fuch a change as if a Black- 
moor fhould become white ; or a lion become a Iamb* 
« In a word, God takes away the heart of ftone, and 
gives an heart of flclh. 

It is an ukiverai change— "a new creature;^* a 
. complete creatQire; not a monfter, with fome human 
parts, and others wanting. It is Gotfs work, and 
therefore perfeft in its parts ; though there is room 
for growth in every part, as in a new born child. O 
let us not deceive ourfelves with 2, partial change; 
fuch as taking up fome new opinion ; or joining a 
new feft ; or leaving off fome old lins, and perform- 
ing fome moral or religious' duties. The common 
changes of age and life may occaiion foa}e partial al- 
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tcration but this is a change of thf whole man* In ihs 
underftand'mg there is light, inftead of darkncfs. In 
the will there is foftnefs, inftead of hardncft. In the 
affeffions there is love, inftead of errmity. 

It is an inward change. It will indeed produce ail 
outward change, if the life was before Immortal ; but 
' there may be ftrift morality, without this inward 
change. Reformation is not Regeneration ; though 
too often miftaken for it. It isr a change of heart. 

Man looks at the outward appearance, but God 
looketh at the heart." God has promifed to give 
his people "a new heart;" and the penitent Pfalmift 
prays for it — Create in me a clean heart, O God f 
and renew a right fpirit within me.*' Without this- 
there is no true change. The fpring and wheels* 
of a clock muft be mended, before the hand of the 
dial will ftand right. I may ftand right two hours itl 
the day, when tiie time of the day comes to it; but 
not from any motion or re£Ktude in itfelf. So a man* 
may feem, by one or two anions, to be a changed 
man; but the inward fpring being amifs, it is but a' 
deceit." There is a great difference between virtue 
and religion ; between morality and holinefs. Many 
people abftain from forte lki&, and perform feme 
duties, for the fake of health, or reputaDon, or profit i 
but, in the new creature there is a change of principle* 
-The principle of a new creature is faith; ^« faith 
working by love; and this abides." He is not like a 
clock that is wound upj and goes only while it is-' 
aded upon by the weight ; but, having the Spirit of 
God within him, and the life of God in his foulv 
grace is as ** a well of water, fpringing up unto ever- 
lafting life. 

There is in the. new creature a change of the endh^ 
has in view, as well as the principle from which he a£h. 
The glory of God is the end of the new man*: Self 
G 3 1%^ 
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is the end of the old man.'* Nothing is a greater 
evidence of being born again, than to be taken oflFthe 
old centre of felf, and to aim at the glory of God in 
every thing ; whether we eat or drink i whether we 
arc in private or in public ; whether we are engaged 
in religious or in common affairs ; to defire, and aim 
fncerely at, the glory of God ; knowing that we 
arc not our own, but bought with a price, we are to 
glorify God, with our body, foul, and fpirit, all 
which are his." 

That th^new birth 5s fuch a change as has been de- 
fcribed, namely, zgreat change — an uniuerfal change— 
and an inward change, will ftill more plainly, appear, 
if you conlider the alteration it makes in a perfon's 



Gdd^ of himfelff of the worlds, of eternity^ 
Cbrijij and of ail divine ordinances. 

He has new thoughts of God. Before, he lived, in 
a great meafure, " without God in the world;" with- 
out any true knowledge of God ; without any proper 
regard to God ; and was ready to think God al- 
together fuch an one as himfelf. " But now be fees 
that, with God there is '* terrible majefty," perfcA 
purity, &ri€t juftice, and that he is indeed greatly to 
be feared. Now he knows that God's eye is always 
upon him ; and that if he were to enter into judgment 
with him be could never fiand. But he learns alfo, 
from the gofpel, that God in Chrift, is full of grace^ 
and goo^nefs, and love; fo .that, he fears the Lord 
and his goodnefs." 

The new creature has very different thoughts of 
himfelf. He once aded as his own mailer ; followed 
i^k own wicked will \ was ready to excufe his worft 
adions ; thougjbt lightly of bis fins, perhaps gloried 
in h» (haiM. Now he fees the evil of his former 
ways; he mourns fincerely for his fins \ he lees the 
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badncfs of his heart from which they flowed ; he ranks 
himfclf among the chief of finners j he wonders at 
his former boldnefs in lin ; and he wonders more at 
the patience of God in not cutting him off with fomc 
fudden ftroke of his judgment. In ftort, he cries, 
** Behold I am vile. 1 abhor myfelf and repent in 
dufl and afhes V* 

The new creature has new thoughts of the world 5 
of the m€tt of it, and of the things of it. Once, he 
loved the company of profane and unclean perfons ; 
now he Ihuns them as he would the plague ; and his 
language is, Depart from me, ye wicked men, 
for I will keep the commandments of my God." Be* 
fore, he hated the very fight of a godly perfon ; now 
his heart unites with thofe who fear the Lord ; he 
thinks them ** the excellent of the earth," wifhingto 
live and die with them. How different alfo are his 
views of the things of the world ! Once they were 
his only portion. He lighed to be great ; he longed 
to be rich J he panted for pleafure. Eating and 
drinking, cards, and plays, and dancing, or fome 
other amufcments, were his dear delight ; and to en- 
joy thefe he would facrifice every thing. Now he fees 
the vanity of them all. He fees their danger. They 
had led him to the brink of ruin; and now he cah 
truly fay, 

Thefe pleafures now no longer pleafe. 

No more delight afford : 
Far from my heart be joys like thefe. 
Now I have known the Lord ! 
But O, what new apprehenfions has he of Eternity t 
He hardly ever ufed to think of it; now it is almoil: 
always on his niind. Now " he looks not at the things 
that are feen, for he knows they are temporal ; but at 
the things which are not feeQ, for they are eternal.'* 
He kiiQws that lie m\iit live (oi ever > either in ^ glo- 
rious 
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rious heaven, or in a dreadful helL Compared^ 
therefore, with eternal concerns, all worldly things 



below, according to tlic relation it bears to his eter- 
nal happincfs. 

The new creature has alfo very different thoughts 
of ^efus Chriji from what he had before. Once he 
was without form and comelinefs to him ; now he ap« 
pears the chief among tea thoufand, and altoge- 
ther lovely.'^ He did not wifh to hear of him, or 
read of him, or fpeak of him, except to profane his 
name: now he can never hear enough of hira, or 
think highly enough of him ; for he fees, that if ever 
he is favcd, he owes it all to Jefus ; and therefore 
counts all things but lofs, that he may know himt 
and win him, and be found in him."^ 

He alfo thinks very differently of religious ordinan- 
ces* He could not bear to keep the Sabbath holy. 
Either he wholly negleSed public worlhip, and took 
his carnal pieafure; or if he came, it was a burden: 
he did not join in prayer ; linging at beft was aa 
amufement ; he difregarded the word preached, 4)er- 
haps derided it; and as for private prayer he hated it. 
How great the change ! Now the Sabbath is his de- 
light ; the houfe of God his home ; the word of God • 
his food ; the Bible his dear companion; and prayer 
the breath of his foul* 

Thus you fee- what a change has taken place in his 
views ; and if time permitted, we might Ihew, that 
thefe neiv views are attended with new affe^iions ; he 
vioves what before he hated ; he hates what before he 
loved. He has new defires ; new fears ; new joys and 
new forrows. He makes new refolutions. He is em- 
ployed in new labours. He has new entertainments. 
He has new hopes and profpcdts. How juftly then is 
he called a new creature ! 
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Having briefly fliewn the nature of Regeneration, 
let us confider, 

II. The neceffity of it, Obfervc how very ftrongly 
our Lord alTerts it in the text — Verily, verily, 1 fay 
unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot fee 
the kingdom of God." Surely thefe words muft have 
great weight with us, if we believe the God of truth. 
But you will alk, What is meant by the kingdom of 
God ? I anfwer, It means the kingdom of grace upon 
earth, and the kingdom of glory in heaven. Now, 
without the new birth, no perfon whatever can fee 
the kingdom of God. It is not faid he may not^ or 
be Jball nat^ but he cannot ; it is impoflible in the na* 
ture of things. 

With refpcft to the gofpcl ftate here, in which 
Chrift reigns, no man can be a true Cbriftian unlefs 
he is born again ; he cannot be a true member of the 
church of Chrift, or of that fociety which is govern- 
ed* by Chrift ; he cannot perform any of the duties 
required in this kingdom ; nor can he enjoy any of 
the privileges bcftowed in it. 

He cannot perform any of the duties. It is " in 
Chrift Jcfus we are created to good works." We can- 
not pray in the Spirit,*' till we arc " born of the 
Spirit we cannot "ling with grace in our hearts,'^ 
till we have grace ; we cannot worfhip God in the 
fpirit," while we are in the flefh." A dead linner 
cannot prefent a living facrificc." The duties of a 
natural man are lifclefs and felfifh : " he cannot ferve 
God fpiritually, becaufe he is carnal ; nor gracioufly 
for he is corrupt ; nor vitally, becaufe be is dead ; nor 
freely, for he is enmity againft God ; nor delightful- 
ly for his heart is alienated : nor fincercly, for liis 
heart is deceit;" nor acceptably, « for he that i& in 
the fleft cannot pleafe God." 

In like manner, . tlie unregenerate perfon cannot 

enjoy 
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enjoy any of tlic blefled privileges of thcgofpel (late. 
He knows nothing of the joys of falvatioii. He is'a 
llranger to th^ peace of the gofpel. He has no rclilTi 
for the fincere mrik of the word. He cannot delight 
in prayer ; nor enjoy coiximunion with God, or com- 
munion with the laiats. And this alfo makes it plain» 
that 

The unrenewed man cannot fee the kingdom of 
g!ory. The new birth does not indeed entitle a perfon 
to heaven ; but it makes hrm ** meet for the inherit- 
ance of the faints in light." The unrenewed finner is 
(hut out from heaven by the unalterable determina- 
tion of God himfelf, who has declared, that *• no- 
thing which dcfileth" (hall enter that holy place, and 
that without liolinefs no man (hall fee the Lord.'* 

And if you confidcr what the joys and employments 
of heaven are> and what the difpofition of a finner is, 
it wilt plainly appear thathe cannot fee the kingdom 
of God. " The happiiHs of heaven is holineis ; and 
to talk of being happy wiuout it, is as great nonfenfe, 
as to talk of being well without health, or being faved 
without falvation/' People are ready to think if they 
go to heaven they muft be happy ; but, without a new 
nature, a man might be as much out of his element 
in heaven, as a fifli, out of the bottom of the fea, 
would be in a green meadow, or an ox in the bottom 
of the fea. Can a wicked man, who now hates the 
godly, expeft to be happy among none but faints ? 
Can he, who cannot keep three hours of the Sabbath 
holy, bear to keep an eternal Jsabbath ? Can he, who 
now curfes and fwears, imagine tliat his tongue fhall 
be for ever employed in praiung God ? Can he, who 
now hates to think of God, love to employ his mind 
in the eternal contemplation of him ? No, No. Hell 
is the finnec*s own place ;" there he will have his 
own company, and jialbme meafurc, his old employ- 

xuents^ 
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xneots, though without pieafure of them ; but> as to 
heaven> he can never (ee it till he is bora again. 



APPLICATION, 

From what was firft faid of the nature of the new 
birth, let us learn to avoid the common miftake that 
baptifm is regeneration. It is the iien of it, but not 
the thing itfelf. Take not the (hadow for the fub- 
ftance. Can baptifm change the heart? Has it 
chained yours f Say, poor finner, how is it with you i 
ConKience will tell you, Old things are not pafled 
away; aJl things are not become new." Do any of 
you live in drunkcnncfs, profanencfs, fabbath-brcak- 
ing, whoredom, or any other fin ? Or do you live 
unconcerned about your foul, carelefs about falva- 
tjion, without Chrift, without prayer ; know for cer* 
tain, that you are yet a ftranger to this great and 
bleflTed change. And yet, without it, the God of 
truth affures you, it is impoiCble for you to be faved* 
You muft be born again. O tiiat you may be fo deep- 
ly convinced of the immediate neceflity of this, that 
you may, ere you fl6ep this night, fall down on your 
Knees before God, and earneftly defire him to make 
you a new creature. He can do it in a moment; and 
ne has promifed his Holy Spirit to them that aik him. 
.Say not, as the foolilh do, 1 will not change my re- 
ligion. Let me a^k you a queftion. Has your re- 
ligion changed you } If not,^ it is high time to 
change it But do not be deceived by appearances, 
forms, an4 names. True religion is not the bufinefs 
of the lip or the knee, but of the heart. *^ The 
kingdom of God is not meat and drink," or out- 
ward ceremonies ; no; but it is within, itconiifts 
^ in righleoufhefs, pcaicei and joy in the Holy Ghoft." 
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Be advifed alfo to read and hear his word, for this is 
the inftrument which God employs in effefting this 
change. " Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God." 

And, as for yon, who have experienced this bleffed 
change, for not to give the glory to God, and to take 
the comfort of it to yourfelvcs. You are renewed for 
this very purpofe, and that you fliould ftiew forth hh 
praife, God has made you to differ from the mafs 
of mankind. He has done more for you than if he 
had made you kings and emperors. Often refleft on 
your former fiate ; and admire the grace that has made 
the difference. God has given you his Spirit, and in 
him, a furc earncft of your heavenly mheritancc. 
•* He that wrought you for the felf-fame thing is 
God.*' O be concerned to live and walk as renewed 
perfons ; fo (hall you prove the reality of the change ; 
adorn the gofpel j edify your neighbour ; and glori* 
^God. 
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MARK vi. 12. . 

Jind they went out ^ and preached that men 
Jhould repent. 
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MARK VI. 12. 

Jnd they went mtf. and f reached that fnen Jhould repent » 

IT h remarkable, tKat whatever difTefent notions 
men have of religion, the^ all believe that re- 
pentance is neceflary to falvation.' But it ipay be 
feared that many miftak« its true nature/ and take 
the (hadow for the fubftancc. There are alfo many, 
who, though they think it neceflary, delay their re- 
pentance to fome future period ; and more than a 
few die without' rt^ and pcriifh in their fins. It is 
therefore of great importance that we fhould know 
whewn "trui. repentance ooniifts ; ind that We ftiould 
be urged ourfelves to repent, that we perifh not. 
That repentance, then, wlu'(4i is true and genuine, 
and ** needeth not to be rep^hted of," will be found 
to include the four following things : 
1. Conviftion of fin. 
TI. Contrition for fin^ 

III. Confeffion of fin ; and, 

IV. Converfion from fin. 

I. The. ftrft thing that belongs to true repentance 
is a convtB'ton of Jtn\ or a clear fight, and feeling 
icnfe of our finfulnefs ; without this there is bo re- 
pentance, no religion ; for the gofpel may be jsftly 
called " the religion of a finner none but fiiiners 
can need mercy, or repentance ; and Jefus Chrift ex- 
prefsly declares, " he came not to call the righteous,'* 
that is, fuch as the Pharifees, who />&^i^>^/ themftlves 
righteous but finn^ to repentance.'* Now all 

mea 
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men are fiiiners; not the moft prophane and openly 
wicked only, but the moft moral, religious, and 
blamelefs people among us ; for all have finned, 
and come fhort of the glory of God.** 

The word repentance fignifics^ change^ of mhid^ at 
after-thought ; a great change in the mind and difpofi- 
tion of a pcrfon, efpecially abottt himfelf, as a iinner* 
For this purpofe the Holy Spirit opens his eyes to fee 
the holy law of God, as contained in the ten com- 
mandments. This law requires of every pcrfon, love 
to God, and love to man. it requires us to love 
God fupremely, and our net^ibour as oarfelves. It 
requires perfefi, conftaut, unfinmi^ . obedience, all 
our lives long. It does not demand only fincere 
obedifiice, or doing as well as we can, but doing all, 
and doing it always ; fo that if a man fail only in one 
point, he is thereby made a finncr ; the law is oroken ;• 
thecurfe follows ; and if he be not pardoned through 
the blood of Chrift, hell muft be his portion. 

In general, the repenting linner is firft alarmed oa 
account of fome great and open liii, if he has com- 
mitted fuch ; as tlie woman of Samaria, when Chrift 
charged her witli adultery j or as Paul was» when 
convinced of his murderous perfecution of the faints. 
But true conviftion will not ftop here : it will trace 
the ftreams of fin to the fpring, namely, that cor- 
rupt nature we brought into the world with us. Wc 
ihall fredy confcfs with David, that ** wc were born 
in fin, and in iniquity did our mothers conceive us,*' 
Pfalm li. 5. Wcihall acknowledge with Paul, that 

in us, that is, in our flefh," our corrupt nature, 

there is no good thing but that " every imagi- 
nation of the thouglu of our liearts is only evil con- 
tinually," Gen. vi.. 5. The penitent will readily 
own he has been a rebel againft God all his life ; 

•Ha tliat 
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that he has indeed left undone what he ought to 
have done ; and done thofe things which he ought 
not to have done." 

The law of God is fpiritual ; it reaches to the 
moft fecret thoughts, deiires, wiQies, and purpofes 
of the mind. It forbids and condemns the fins of 
the heart, as well as thofe of. the lip and the life. 
A convinced finner is fenfible of heart-fins ; thou- 
fands and millioii»)tf them. He fees that his beft 
dutiet and fervi^es are mingled with fin ; even his 
prayers, and all his religious exercifes. He fees 
that he has, all his life, lived without God in the 
world, paid no regard to his will or glory ; that he 
has loved himfelf, and the world, and the creature, 
far more than God ; and that he has been doing all 
this contrary to light and knowledge ; notwithlland- 
ing the checks ot his confcience, and many refolu- 
tions to the contrary ; and notwithftanding the mer- 
cies and the judgments which God had fent to re- 
claim him. Wherever tliere is this convi£iion, it 
will be accompanied with contrition. 

II. Contrition^ or a genuine forrow for Jin^ and 
pain of heart on account of it. This is that foft 
heart," or heart of flefti," which God has pro- 
mifed to give his people ; inftead of that " heart of 
• ftone, with which we are born, and which has ne 
fpiritual feeling." 

There is indeed a falfe forrow, which many mif- 
take for the true. When a perfon is fick, and fears 
he (hall die, it is not uncommon to hear him fay he 
,is forry for his finj and if God will fpare his life, 
he will amend his ways. But too often, fuch an 
one is only forry that God is fo holy, that the law is 
fo ftrid, and that he is in danger of being damned for 
.his fins. He is not grieved that he has offended Godf 
lus beft friend and benefactor, who has followed him 

with 
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' wUh goodnefs and mercy all his life. But the rottennefs 
^^•of this repentance often appears when the lick perfon 
recovers ; when the fright is over, he returns to the 
fame carnal courfe as before. This forrow is no bet- 
ter than that of fome criminals at the gallows 5 very 
forry they are that they have forfeited their lives ; 
but they are not aflFeSed with the criminality of their 
aftions. Felix trembled, but did not repent ; and 
Judas was forry for what he had done, but not in a 
godly manner. And this fhews how very uncertain» 
for the moft part, is the repentance of a dying bed. 
God forbid we (hould delay our repentance to that 
feafon ! 

But the forrow of a true penitent is for fin^ as com- 
mitted againft a holy and good God. Such was the 
penitence of David, who fays, Pfalmli. 4. •* Againft 
thee, thee only, have I finned, and done this evil in thy 
fight." It is true, that he had finned againft his fel- 
low-creatures ; againft Uriah, and Bathfheba, and Joab, 
and all Ifrael : doubtlefs he lamented this ; but what 
cut him to the heart was, his fin againft God ; that 
God, who had raifed him from the Ihecp-fold to the 
throne; who had faved him from the hand of Saul; 
and given him his mafter's houfe; and if that had been 
too little, would have given him more ; (for thus Na- 
than the prophet aggravated his fin). Agairtft thee, 
O Lord,'' faidthis broken hearted penitent, againft 
thee have I finned." Thus the goodnefs of God 
led him to repentance." Obferve, like wife, the tone 
of the returning prodigal. ** I will arife and go to 
my father, and fay, Father, I have finned againft hea- 
ven, and in thy fight, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy fon." He might have faid. Sir, I have fpent 
my fortune, hurt my health, become a beggar, and am 
ready to ftarvej be pleafed to relieve me. No i his heart 
c . H 3 is 
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is affe^Ud with his lin and his folly. So it is with t 
repenting finner. He confiders the majcfty of that 
holy being he has offended ; the reafonablenefs of his 
commandments ; the obligations he has broken 
through J and efpecially the bafc ingratitude of his 
conduA. Then he will feel the force of thofe af- 
fe£ting words, Ifa. i. 2, 3. *^ Hear, O heavens, and 
give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath fpoken : I have 
nouriftied and brought up children, and they have 
rebelled againft me. The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the afs his mailer's crib ; but Ifrael doth not 
knows my people doth not confider/' 

The goodnefs of God to a linner, in the way of 
providence, may well excite this godly forrow ; out, 
how much more, ' the confideration of redeeming 
love 1 What ! did God " fo love the world of rebel 
men as to fend them his only begotten Son And 
did he fend his Son, not to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might be faved." .0 
love beyond degree, beyond example, beyond cx- 
preffion ! 

Let the penitent alfo remember Jcfus ; the inno- 
cent, the amiable, the benevolent Jefus. Jefus, who 
left his throne of glory, and became a poor and an 
afflifted man. Why was he defpifed and rejefted of 
men ? Why a man of forrows and acquainted with 
grief? Why had he not a place where to lay his bleff* 
ed head ? Why did he endure the contradiftion of 
finners ? Why was he oppreiFed^nd afflided ? Why 
was his vifage fo marred more than any man, and his 
form more than the fons of men ? I know the reafon, 
may the weeping penitent fay. Surely he hath 
borne my griefs, and carried my forrows; he was 
wounded for my tranfgreliions, and bruifed for my 
iniquities*" 

'Twerc 
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'T were you, my fins, my cruel fins. 
His chief tormentors were i 
Each of n^y crimes become a nail. 
And . unbelief the fpear. 

•* *Twcre you that puU'd the vengeance down 

Upon his guiltlefs head : 
Break, break, my heart, O, burft mine eyes, 

And let my forrows bleed.*' 

IIL ConfeJJion ff fin will alfo be made by 'the true 
penitent. By nature, we are rather difpofcd to con- 
ceal, deny, and excufe our fins ; to fay, we are rvo 
worfe than others ; that we could not help committing 
them ; and that we fee no great harm in them. Bat 
it is not fo where true repentance is found.* Wc 
(hall take the advice that Jofhua gave to the Achan. 
** My fon, give glory to the Lord, and make confef-. 
fion to him." To hide or deny our fin is to diiho- 
nour God, as if he did not fee, or would not puniflj 
it ; but to confefe our fins, is to honour his holy law 
which we have broken ; to honour his omnifcience 
which beheld all our crimes ; to honour his juftice 
which might take vengeance upon them ; and to ho- 
nour his patience which has forborne to ftrike the 
fatal blow. 

Secret fins require only fecret confeffion to that 
God who feeth in fecret; out fins that are public and 
fcandalous ought to be more openly acknowledged \ 
that we may undo, as far as we can, the evil coni« 
mitted* 

The true penitent is fineere in his public con- 
feflions. How many call themfelves '* miferable fin- 
ners j" declare that ** the remembrance of ,their finfs 
is grievous, and the burden of them intolerable ;** 
and cry, " Lord have mercy upon us, Chrift have 
mercy upon us/* without thcleaft fenfp of the evil or 

burden 
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burden of iniquity. This is an abominable hypocrify, 
and adding fin to fin. But the renewed foul is truly 
fincere in his confeffions ; he finds tlie words of fcrip- 
ture well adapted to his feelings^ and can cordially 
adopt thofe of Job, Behold I am vile ; I abhor my- 
felf, and repent in duft and alhes or the words of 
the Publican, ^' (yod be merciful to me, the finner 
or the words of Paul, who calls himfelf " the chief 
of finncrs." 

We have now confidered Convl^ton^ Contrtiiony and 
Confefjion^ as three eflential ingredients in true repent- 
ance : and to thefe we muft add one more. 

IV. Converfton ; which is a forfaking fin, and turn- 
ing from it to God. John the Baptift, that great 
preacher of repentance, exhorted his hearers to ** bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance." Without this th!e 
moil humbling expreffions and confeffions, the greateft 
alarms of conscience, or floods of tears, will prove in* 
fufficient. " Though Cain's terror, Judas's cohfef- 
fio/i, Pharoah'spromifes, Ahab's humiliation, Herod^s 
hearing John gladly, and doing many things, were 
all combined in one man, they would not prove him 
a real penitent, while the love of one fin remained un- 
mortified in the heart, or the praftice of it aliauwt 
in his life." True repentance is not content to lop 
off the branches, but lays the axe at the root of the 
tree." The devil may luggeft that a beloved fin h 
but a little one, and may be fpared ; but grace will 
know, that as one fmall leak may fink a ihip, fo one 
indulged fin may damn a foul. However dear there- 
fore a lull may be, or however hard to be parted with, 
it mufl be forlaken. So our Lord direfts : *^ If thy 
right eye offend thee, pluck it out; if thy right hand 
OTOnd thee, cut it offj that is, if thine eye or thy 
band cau/e thee to effindy or incline thee to fin, turn 
away thine eye from it> as if thou badft no eye ta fee 
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it, or hand to practife it, and be as willing to part 
with it to a beloved hoft, as a man "^ho has a 
mortified hand or foot is willing; to part with it' to 
preferve his life. *' For it is better to enter into life 
thus maimed, than having two eyes or two hands to 
be caft into hell, where the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched.'* 

You have a fine inftance of true repentance in Za- 
cheus, the converted publican. When Chrift and 
falvation came to his houfe and heart, he> who had 
probably been a great finner, ftands and fays to the 
Lord — Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor ; and if I have taken any thing from any 
man by falfe accufation, I reftore him four-fold.-' 
Here was not only confeffion of fin, but forfaiting it. 
He, who had beea an extortioner, becomes not only 
honeft, but liberal. He makes reJlUutlon ; and fo 
will every true penitent. He will undo what he has 
done if poflible. Alas, how many evils is it now 
impofiible to undo I Some poor fouls are perhaps 
in hell, to whofe deftrudlion our wickedncfs con- 
tributed. But grace will enable us to do what is 
pof&ble : fin (hall not have dominion ; Und We ftiall 
now be as earned to pleafe and ferve God^ as onc« 
wc were to ferve the devil. 



APPLICATION. A 

If this be repentance, the great point is, Have we 
repented ? O let us not deceive ourfclves. Jefus 
Chrift, the faithful and true witnefs, has faid, " Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye fhall all iikewife perifh.*' Do not 
miftake. Repentance is univerfally neceilary, for 

all have finned.'* If it could be proved, that we 
never committed but onc^finglc fin, repentance would 
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be abfoliitely ncceffary. One theft, one murder prov- 
ed againft a man at a human bar, is enough to pro- 
cure his condemrvion ; fo one fin again/l God is 
enough to condemn us to eternal mifery. But it is not 
one, it is not ten thoufand fins only that we have to 
lament; " who can underftand his errors ?" Liftcn 
not to the father of lies ; he promififd Eve that eating 
of the forbidden frijit Ihould do her no harm i but 
Ihe found, and we all find, the dreadful cffe<5is of 
that firft fin. Say not, with the wicked man of old, 
who, " when he heareth the words of this curfe, (hall 
blefs himfelf in his heart, faying, I fliall have peace, 
though 1 walk in the imagination of my'&eart to add 
drunkennefs to thirft.'* God forbid ! for mark the 
confequence — " The Lord will not fpare him, but 
then theangerjof the Lord and his jealoufy ftiallfmoke 
againft that man, and all the curfes that are written in 
this book (hall lie upon him,'' Deut xxix. 19. Re- 
pent or perilh is the folemn decifion of God. ** He 
commandeth all men, every where 'to repent and 
what can be more reafonable ? The law^ which wc 
have broken, is holy, and juft, and good.** To love 
him was our moll reafonable fcrvice i and would 
have been for our unfpeakable benefit. Having thea 
broken it, and by fo doing incurred his wrath, and 
expofed ourfelves to ruin, can it be thought unreafon- 
able, that we fliould make a humble fubmiflion and 
implore his mercy ? 

Come then, and be encouraged to inftant repent- 
'Stnce. He might have cut you oflFin your fins, with- 
out a moment's warning 1 but he has given you time 
and fpace for repentance. His very command is en- 
couragement. It implies, that ** there is forgivenefs 
with him-," for pardon of fin and repentance arc in- 
feparably connedlcd. Chrift is exalted to give re- 
penuucc and remilEon of fins." « Let the wicked 

forfakc 
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forfake his way^ and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts J and let him rctAirn unto the Lord, and hd 
will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for h6 
vfAl abundantly pardon-" Only do not fuppofe that 
repentance delcrvcs or merits pardon. Salvation is 
irf of grace ; but this is the order appointed of God| 
for by penrtential forrow, thd heart is prepared to 
teceive the mercy of God, through Jcfus Chrift out 
Lord. 

A rife, linner, for he calleth thee. Does your heart 
begin to relent ? Are you faying, ** I will arifc, and 
go* to my father Arifc then, and go at onee. Ha 
will fee thee a&r off, atnd run to tttet thee : be wai*t 
to be gracious, and there ihall be joy in heaven, and 
joy on eartfi, upon thy return. 

Thoufanc^ as vile andbafeas you have found mercy. 
Let not Satan fay it i& too late ; the door is open : nor 
let him fay it is too foon. He may fay, to-morrow 
will do. <jod fays, to-day : While it is calfed to- 
day;'* then, hear his voice. T6-tritorr6w nftay be too 
late. " This night may thy foul be required of thee.** 
Beware of deferring repentance to a dying bed. Will 
you not then have enough to do, to bear with patience 
the pains and agonies of diilblvin^ nature ? Why 
Ihould you plant thorns in your dymg pillow ? Why 
fliould you not then have the peace of God and the 
joy of the Holy Ghoft, to fupport and comfort your 
heart ? Who can tell but fudden death may be your 
lot; if not, extreme pain, or a difordered head, may 
prevent the poffibility of repentance. And do not 
imagine, that repentance has any thing in it forbidding* 
Chrift has faid, Bleffed are they that mourn, for 
they (hall be comforted." The penitent has more 
pleafure in his tears, than the worldling in all his 
gaiety. Befides, if the door be ftrait, it opens into 
boundlefs pleafures. Pleafures ifot confined to time. 
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having received mercy, love muchy for much 
given ; and labour dailv to maintain aconfcien< 
of offence toward God and toward all men* 

« O, how I hate thofe lufts of mine. 

That crucifyM my God ; 
Thofe fins that pierc'dimd nail'd his flefli 

Faft to the fatal wood ! 

Whilft with a mehing broken heart 
My murder'd Lord I view, 
I'll raife revenge againft my iins, 
And flay the murd'rcrs too." 
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ROMANS viii. 9. 

Now if any Man have not the Spirit of Chrifty he is 
none of his* 

NOTWITHSTANDING the various diflinc 
ytions which fubfift among men, there are but 
two c^f any real con fequence in the fight of God ; and 
thcfc are mentioned by St. Paul juft before our text 
— ** 'tUieiphat are after the flelh, and mind the tilings 
of the flefli J and they that are after the Spirit, and 
who mind the things of the Spirit ver, 5. that is, 
thofe people, who, remaining in the ftate thev were 
born, do habitually confult and relifh, purlue and 
delight in worldly, fenfual, and finful things; or, 
on the contrary, thofe who being born again of the 
Spirit, are under his guidance and influence ; and 
therefore purfue, regard, and love things that arc 
of afpiritual and heavenly nature. Every perfon 
here belongs to one of thefe clafles ; and it behoves 
us ferioufly to examine to which of them ; for on 
this depends our eternal all. He who is after the flefh 
cannot pleafe God," verfe 8. but is in a ftate of 
death, ver. 6. or, as it is in the text, ** is none 
Chrift's," that is, not a member of his body, not 
a child in his family, not a fubjeft of his kingdom, 
and dying in this ftate, Chrift will not own hijn for 
his, nor adjudge him to eternal life at the, grea*t day. 
JBut if, by the grace of God, wc have the Holy Spirit, 
and live under bis tfracious infiuences, it is a proof 
that we belong to Chrift, and fhall obtain eternal 
glory with him. How neceflary is it then that wc 
mould be able to decide with certainty on this ^rtat 
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qucflion, and to kno\v whether we belong to Chrift 
or not. That we may be able to do this, let us pray 
to God to aflift us while we, 

!• Conlider who the Spirit of Chrift is. 

IL Prove that all real chriftiaiis have the Spirit of 
Chrift, and fhew for what purpofes ; and, 

III. Point out the evidence of our ftate arifing from 
tlicnce, 

I. Let us confider who the Spirit of Chrift is. 

The whole fcripture declares, that ** there is but 
one onlv living and true God but the fcripture 
clearly mews, that in the unity of the Godhead there 
arc three (whom we call perfons) : tlxus, in i John v. 
7. There are three that bear record in heaven ; the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft ; and thefe 
three are one.** They arc generally called by the 
names. Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft ; which names 
are not intended to defcribe their manner of fubfift- 
ence among themfelves (for that is a branch of know- 
ledge above our capacity, and is not revealed) ; but 
the manner of their operations in the covenant of 
grace. To each of thefe divine perfons particular 
works ind attributes are afcribed, and each of them 
is exprefsly called God. The divine perfon we now 
fpeak of is the Holy Spirit ; called in the fame verfe 
with our text, the Spirit of God.'* That he is 
properly called a Perfon appears from the perfonal 
properties and works afcribed to him. He is faid to 
nave Vnderjiand'tng or wifdam^ I Cor. ii. 10. Ifa ii. j. 
He is faid to have a PVilU i Cor. xii. 11. He is pof- 
fcflfed of Power^ Job xxxii. 4, He is faid to teach 
us, John xiv. 26. i Joh. ii. 27. to lead ^to guide-^ 
to convince^to renew — to /peak — to Jhew^to call^ 
and fend minifters. This plainly proves that he is a 
perfon, and not merely a quality or property of 
Deity, as fome have vainly pretended. 

I2 U 
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It is cqualfy evident that he is a Divine Perfotij or 
truly and properly God, equal with the Father and 
the Son ; for divine perfeftions are afcribed to him, 
as Eternity — Omniprefence — or being every where ; and 
Omnifcience^ or knowing all things. The Holy Spirit, 
is exprefsly called God* Ananias is faid to lie to the 
Holy Ghoft, Afts v. 3. and, in the next verfe, St. 
Peter fays to him, *' Thou haft not lied unto men, 
but unto God." The fame perfon is 'Intended in' 
both verfes, which plainly (hews that the Holy Ghoft 
is God. This alfo appears from the ^« agaimivthc. > 
Holy Ghoft ; if he were not God, would blafpheming 
him be a fin, an unpardonable fin? But above allr 
confider the form of baptifm. Our Lord commands 
his apoftles to difciple all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoft." So likewifc in the ufual form of 
benediftion : " The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
the love of God, and the fellowftiip of the Holy 
Ghoft be with you." In both thefe cafes, the very 
fame honours are afcribed to the Spirit as are given 
to the other divine perfons ; which would be blaf- 
phemy, if he were not a divine perfon, or truly and 
properly God. 

ile is called in our text the Spirit of ChriJI^ not 
only becaufe he proceeded from Chrift, as well as 
from the Father, but becaufe he was promijed by 
Chrift, and fent by Chrift. He was the Spirit of 
Chrift in all the ancient prophets; and he now 
" tcftifies of Chrift," takes the things of Chrift, 
and (hews them unto us ;" in a word, becaufe the 
whole falvation of Chrift is applied to the heart by 
his facred influences. We are now, in the fecond 
place, to— • 

11. Prove that all real chriftians have the Spirit of 
Chrift, and to fliew for what purpofes they have hin^, 
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So hcfecHary is this to falvation, that St. Paul declares 
in our text, that " if any man have not the Spirit of 
Chrift, he is none of his that is, he is nochriftian. 

It is one of the moft dangerous errors of this day> 
to maintain that the influences of the Spirit are no^ 
how to be cxpedled, and that they were confined to 
the days of the apoftles, when they had power to 
work miracles. In confequence of this wicked notion, 
all that is faid of Converfion, Regeneration, and 
Confolation, is out of date i and poor ignorant fouls 
are lulled afleep in carnal fecurity, contentedly refting 
in the form of godlinefs without the power; while 
they are taught, by their blind leaders, to call all true, 
vital, and felt religion, nonfenfe and enthufiafm. 
■ That any of the clergy of the Church of England 
fliould thus deny the work of the Spirit, is extremely 
abfurd and inconfiftent, becaufethat church ftrongly 
maintains the neceflity of it in many parts of the 
Common Prayer Book. In the collects you may re- 
coUeft thefe petitions : " Grant unto us thy humble 
fervants, that by thy holy infpiration we may think 
thofe things that be good." In another place, 
Send thy Holy Ghoft, and pour into our hearts 
that mbft excellent gift of charity." In the Com- 
munion fervice flie prays, ** Cleanfe the thoughts or 
our hearts by the infpiration of thy Holy Spirit." 
Obferve alfo the prayer for the King ; " Replenifh 
him with the grace otthy Holy Spirit ;" and for the 
Royal Family, " Endure tliem with thy Holy Spirit." . 
In the Xlllth Article of the Church, it is affirmed, ' 
that " Works done before the grace of Chrift, and 
the Infpiration of the Holy Spirit, are not pleafant 
to God." Every clergyman, at his Ordination, is 
aiked by the Biftiop this queftion : " Do you truft 
that you arc fnoyed by the Holy Ghoft to take upon 
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I truftfo.'* You fee then, my brethren, that the 
Church of England flrongly mamtains the continii» 
ancc of the work of the Spirit as neceflary to alltrnc 
minifters and chriftians. How theii do. any af&rm 
that his influences have ceafed (600 years? But as 
our faith muft not reft on the authority t>f men> let 
>*U8 fearch the fcriptures to prove that the work of the 
Spirit on the heart is abfolutely neceflary to true 
godlinefs. 

We freely grant, indeed, that the extraordinary gifts 
of the Holy Ghoft were confined to the firft ages. 
Who now pretends to the gift of tongues> .or power 
of working miracles ? We do not plead for infalli*- 
bility, or knowledge of future events » or ability to 
know any tking not revealed in the bible. It is for 
the fan^tfying influences of the Spirit we plead. The 
Apoftles and firft chriftians received from the Spirit 
not only the miraculous powers juft mentioned, but 
light in their underftandings, convi£tion of fin in 
their confciences, and faith and love to Chrift in 
their hearts. They " purified their fouls in obeying 
the truth through the Spirit:" they " abounded in 
hope by the Holy Ghoft they had " joy in the 
Holy Ghoft;" " the love of God was fhed abroad 
in dieir hearts by the Holy Ghoft." Through the 
fame Spirit they " mortified the deeds of the body ;" 
and cried •* Abbai Father." The Spirit w?.s the 
earneft of their heavenly inheritance ; and all their 
holy temjpers, afFeftions, and aftions, are called 
fruits of the Spirit." Are not all thefe things as 
neceflary to us as they were to them ? Corrupt na«* 
ture is juft the fame now as then, and needs the 
fame power to change it. Grace is alfo juft the famer 
now as it was then, and is derived from tl^ fame, 
fource. This alone is enough , to prove the necef-^ 
fity of the Spirit's work. ; 
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Obfcrvc alfo, that our blelled Lord promifed that 
his Spirit (hould abide and continue with the church, 
inftead of his corporal prefencc. So he fpcaks, John 
xiv, 18. "I will pray the Father and he lhall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever.^ Obferve, he was promifed to 
abide with the church for ever-, not with the Apoftlcs 
only, for he was to be given to all who {hould be* 
lieve and that, not for two or three hundred years, 
but fbr ever ; all the time of Chrift's abfence from 
earthy until he (hall come the fecond time to judg- 
ment. But this will more fully appear by confider- 
ing the purpofes for which the Spirit is given. 

All men are by nature dead in trefpafles and 
fins;" dead to (jod and fpiritual things ; as a corpfe 
in the grave is dead to the affairs of this world. Now 
" it is the Spirit that quickeneth,'' John vi. 63. The 
word of Chrift in tlie gofpel is employed for this 
end. " The dead (hall hear the voice of the Son of 
God but it is by the Spirit's power that the dead 
foul is quickened to hear it. The word is brought 
home to the heart, and is then heard, not as the 
word of man, buti as it is in truth, the word of 
God." O that the Word may now be heard among 
us in this manner ! 

The Spirit of God is called the Spirit of truth,'* 
No man knows the truth, in a faving manner, but 
by his teaching. A f<?holar may know the letter of 
it, but no human learning can. give its true^ meanings 
St. Paul affirms, i Cor. ii. 14. The natural man> 
(that is- the rational n>an} recjMveth not tlic things 
of the Spirit of God^. fc* tJiQy are fooliftrncfs unto' 
him*; neither can hekiiQW)^(l^ for they. are ipi«i-. 
ritually difcernai" It is< WcU faid in one* of the* 
UonailieSjt Mm'a Ixumadii md worldly wifdom and 

^ . fisicoci. 
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fcicnce is not needful to the undcrftanding of ; 
ture, but tlie revelation of the Holy Ghoft, wh 
fpireth the true meaning unto them that with 
mility and diligence fearch therefore.'* TV 
great comfort for poor people, who are apt t< 
they are no fcholars, and therefore cannot u 
iland the bible. Pray, ray friends, for the 
Spirit, and you will then underftand it better 
the moft learned man who has not the Spirit. 
Again, the Spirit is given to every real chrift 
reprove, or convince of ftn^ We are by natu 
norant of God's holy law, and therefore of fin, \ 
is the tranfgreffion of the law. We are ** 
without the law," as St. Paul once was j but 
the commandment comes home to the confc: 
by the power of the bleflcd Spirit, then w 
deeply fenfible of our loft and ruined conditio 
the fins of our life ; of the fins of our heart; a 
the fin of our nature; efpecially thegreat fin o 
belief> in rejecting Chrift, and neglefting his 
cious falvation. 

Again, it is by the power of the Spirit th 
are enabled to believe to the faving of the fool 
we fee the need of falvation, it is by his grace, 
fee the way of falvation, it is by his teaching, 
are made willing to be faved in that way, it is I 
power. Faith is the gift of God. We belie^ 
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4l^fik ; a work that none can perform but by the 
Spirit of faith." 

The Spirit of Chrift is alfo called " the Spirit of 
holinefs for he is the author of that " holinefs, 
.without which no man ftiall fee the Lord.'* Believers 
are " chofen to falvation through fanftification of 
the Spirit, and belief of the truth." Regeneration 
is the beginning of a new and fpiritual life. Sanfti- 
fication is the work of the fpirit in prefervingand in- 
creafing that life. All true chriftians are faints, as 
you may fee in feveral of the Epiftles, which were 
written to the faints : and though through the 
folly and wickednefs of many that is become a term 
of reproach, let all men know, that if we are not 
faints we cannot be faved. 

Another purpofe for which believers have the 
Spirit, is to affift them in all religious duties. ** With- 
out me, faid Chriftj ye can do nothing." Chrift is 
prefent, by his Spirit, wherever two or three are 
gathered together in his name;" and if they get a 
bleffing under the word preached, or in finging 
pfalms or hymns, or in prayer, it is entirely from 
the influence of the Holy (Jhoft. He is faid, Rom. 
viii. 28. to " helf our infirmities in prayer ;" and we 
read alfo of " praying in the Spirit, and of finging 
in the Spirit." 

The Holy ,Ghoft is alfo given to believers as a 
Comforter, There is comfort in religion. The ways 
of God are pleafantnefs and peace, and none will 
deny it but thofe who never tried them. True hap- 
pinefs is found only in the way of faith, love, and 
obedience.- The knowledge of fin forgiven ; peace 
of confcience through the blood of Chrift ; a good 
hope through^grace ; viftory over the fear of death : 
are not thefe comfortable and biefled things ? What 
can the world or fin propofe of equal value ? Well, 

all 
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all thcfc arc from the gracious and powerful infla- 
cnces of the Spirit i and this leads us to the laft 
thing propofed. 

III. The evidence of our ftate, as it arifcs from 
having or not having the Spirit. Our text fays, 
that *♦ if any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he 
is none of his," confequently is in a dreadful condi- 
tion ; and dying fo, muft perifli for ever without 
remedy. But the words imply a glorious truth, 
namely, that fome perfons do belong to Chrift. 
Yes, they are his dear people, by the gift of the 
Father, by the purchafc of his blood, ajid by the 
power of his Spirit, whereby they gave themfclvc$ 
up to him. 

Having the Spirit, in the manner, and for the pur- 
pofes we have heard, is the grand proof of bein^ in 
a ftate of falvation. '^I his is called the Sealy 2 Cor. 



for the lecurity of them, and to denote whofe pro- 
perty they are. Thus are believers fealed. God has 
given them his Spirit, he dwells in their fouls; he 
quickens them ; be enlightens them ; he convinces 
them of fin; he enables them to believe in Chrift; 
he fanflifies them ; he helps them to pray ; he com- 
forts their hearts. This is God's feal. It cannot be 
counterfeited. There is no condemnation to them 
which are in Chrift Jefus," and who prove they arc 
in him by " walking after the Spirit." « To be 
fpirituallv mmded is life and peace." As many 
as are lea by the Spirit of God, they are the fons of 
God." Whoever has the Spirit has the fure earnejl 
of heaven; 2 Cor i. 22. Eph i. 14. he becomes a 
joint heir with Jefus Chrift ; he has the Jlrji fruits 
of the Spirit and both foul and body lhall cer- 
tainly be made happy for ever in the eternal world. 




Valuable things are fealed 
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APPLICATION. 

And now, dear mortals, what do yon think of 
thefe things ? Seeing that having the Spirit of God 
determines our ftate, how is it with you? Hzwe you 
the Spirit? It may be known. It ought to be 
known ; for our all depends upon it. Heaven is 
ours if we have tlie Spirit. Hell will be ours if 
we die without him. Recolleft a moment what 
has been faid, and pray with David, Search me, 
O Lord, and try my heart." You have heard for 
what purpofes every believer receives the Spirit. He 
quickens the dead foul. Has he quickened you ? 
Are yon alive to God, or are you alive to fin and the 
world? He enlightens the mind and the truth. Do 
you know, diftinguifli, and love the truth of the 
golpel, or do you dcfpife and hate it ? He convinces 
of fin. Are you convinced and humbled for your 
iniquity ? or do you make light of it— perhaps boaft 
of it ? He is the author of faith. Do you believe in 
Jefus, or do you neglcfl his falvation ? He fanftifics 
die foul. Is your Ibul fanftified by his grace, or 
arc you wallowing in the filth of fin ? He helps 
the true chriftian to pray. Do you know any thing 
of his gracious help in prayer, or do you live with- 
out prayer, or, which is nearly as bad, content 
yourfclf with a lifelefs form of bare words without 
the heart ? The Spirit of God is a Comforter. Is 
your comfort or pleafure derived from him, or from 
the vanities and vices of the world ? May the Lord 
enable you to give a ferious and honeft anfwcr to 
thefe inquiries ! If, as it may be feared, fome of 
you are without the Spirit, what is you cafe ? You 
belong not to Chrift ; you are none of his. Tremble 
at the dreadful thought. Die you muft ; and you 

muft 
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mnft come to judgment too. When yon fee him 
on the awful tlirone, O how will you wifli to be- 
long to him, and to be owned by him* O then, be 
perfuaded this moment, to lift up you heart to God, 
and fay, Merciful God, give me thy Holy Spirit ! 
He has promifed to give him to thofe who alk. This 
bleffed gift may yet be yours, and (hall, if you fm- 
cerely defire it. " Afk then, and you fliall receive ; 
feek and you (hall find ; knock and the door (hall 
be opened," God Almighty, in companion to your 
fouls, enable you to do this. 

And as to thofe whe have obtained this greateft of 
bleflings, who have the Holy Spirit, what more can 
be faid to you ? Survey the wonderous gift with 
grateful acknowledgment. What has God wrought! 
Deny not, from falfe hunaility, the heavenly benefit. 
Have you not experienced thofe facred efFefts of the 
Spirit, which have been repeatedly mentioned? 
Here then is the broad feal of the majefty of heaven, 
fecuring your relation to Chrift, and your title to 
manfions of glory. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; 
and having received the Spirit, take care to walk in 
the Spirit;" be careful not to " grieve the Spirit;'* 
and be concerned to bring forth ** the fruits of the 
Spirit," which are by Jei^s Chrift, to thepraife and 
glory of God. Amen. 
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HEBREWS xii. 14^ 
Holmefi, wiibout which no Man Jhall fie the Lprd* 

« TIJOLY, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almigh. 

ty r* This is the language of faints and angels 
in their lolemn worftiip. Yes ; The God who nude 
us ; the God who rules us ; the God who will judge us, 
is mod holy. Who is like unto him glorious in ho- 
linefs, fearful in praifes, doing wonders?" The due 
confideration of God's holineis, will make us ferious 
at all times, and efpecially when we confider our own 
unholinefs. Well may each of us adopt the words of* 
the prophet Ifaiah, Woe is me ! for I am undone; 
becaufe I am a man of unclean lips ; and I dwell in the 
midft of a people of unclean lips." Who can ftand 
before tliis holy Lord God ?" 

When God created man> he made him holy. God 



nefs; for this is the peculiar charader of God. But 
man ibon loft the glory of his nature by fin. He be- 
came an unholy being ; and God, who is of purer 
eye than to benold evil, and who cannot look upon 
iniquity/' banilbed him from jparadife; for fin broke 
off the happy intimacy that before fubfified. As there 
can be no communion between light anddarknefi, fo 
there can be no communion between a holy God and 
an unholy finner. And this is the reafon of what it 
affirmed in oui' text, that without holinefs no man 
ihall fee the Lord/' To fee the Lord," is a de- 
icriptioA of the happinefs of heaven, where all his 



created man in his own image, which i; 
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divine perfcftions will be difplayed to the admiration 
and delight of all the redeemed; but we cannot fee him 
without holinefs. Now God, who made man holy 
at firft, has gracioufly contrived to make him holy 
again. This is a chief part of his great falvation ; for, 
by the blood of Chrilt, the guilt of fin is taken away 
from believers ; and, by the Spirit of Chrift, they arc 
born again, and made new creatures \ that is, they 
are made holy, and fo'made meet for heaven, which 
is feeing God. " The pure in heart fhall fee God.'' 
Our bufinefs at this time is, 

I. To (hew what holinefs is. 

II. To prove the neceflity of holinefs ; and, 

III. To point out the means of holinefs, 

I. Let us confider the nature of true hoUneft. 
Briefly, Holinefs is the image of God reftored.in the 
foul ; or, in other words, ** Holinefs is that purity 
of a man in his nature, inclinations, and anions, 
which is an imitation and expreffion of the divine 
image." 

Obferve here, holinefs is purity; the contrary of that 
horrid defilement fin has produced in the foul of mam 
There are two things iii fin, the guilt of it, and the 
defilement of it. By the guilt of it, we are liable to 
eternal punifliment; by the defilement of it, we are 
made unfit to ferve or enjoy God. Guilt makes us 
afraid. Defilement makes us afhamed. Thus Adam 
had both guilt and fear upon his firft fin. Now, in 
the falvation of Jefus Chrift, God has provided for 
taking both thefe away from us. The guilt of fin is 
wholly removed from thofe who believe by the blood 
of Chrift, which made atonement for it. The filth 
of fin is removed, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, in 
all thofe who are born again. 

The purity we fpeak of is the purity of the heart, 
or nature. It is not enough that the outward a£tion» 
K 2 9.te. 
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arc not impure; there can be no true holinefs till the 
heart is purified. Now many people overlook this 
intircly. They think it enough if tliey zvtgood livers^ 
as they call it, or do good works. This was the fatal 
miftake of the Pharifces, fo feverely expofed by our 
bleflcd Lord. They were very particular about meats i 
and drinks, and wafhing every thing, to prevent i 
defilement ; but he charges thcni wi3i wafliing the j 
outfide only, and taking no care of the heart ; they ' 
drew nigh to God with the mouth, but their heart 
was far from him. Their inward part was very 
wicked nefs; they were like white wafhed tombs, 
beautiful without, but full of dead men's bones, and 
of all uncleannefs. Our Lord therefore infilled upon 
tlie neceifity of being born again ; or being partaker 
of a new and divine nature. Believers are "born 
from above/* born of God and as every child 
partakes of the fame nature with his father, fo do the 
new born fons of Qod ; they " put ofF, concerning 
the former converfation, the old man, which is cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful lufts ; they are renewed 
in the fpirit of their minds, and put on the new man, 
which after God is created in rightcoufnefs and true 
holinefs,'' Eph. iv. 22 — 24. 1 
The heart being thus renewed, there muft of courfc ' 
be new difpofitions and inclinations. Every nature 
has its proper defires and inclinations. Thofe of the 
Chriftian are holy, in conformity to the will of God. 
The alteration that grace makes is ftrikingly rcprc- 
fented by the prophet Ifaiah, in the iith chapter; 
« The wolf alfo (ball dwell with the lamb ; and the 
leoparc} fhall lie down with the kid ; and the calf, and 
the young lion, and the cow, and the bear, fliall lie 
down, and feed together" — that is, wicked men, 
however fierce, fhall be fo altered by the efficacy of 
the gofpeland grace of Chrift, that they lhall become 

meek^ 
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meet, and gentle, and loringv ercn to the weakeft 
Cbriflians. Brethren, have you. experienced any 
chsnge of this fort ? And what muft we think of per- 
fecntors, who defpife religion ; who hate and hurt 
feriou^ people? Surely thefc are ftill lions and 
wolves, and cannot be efleemed the fheep of ChrilL 
O that fuch may know what it is to be born again I 

Let us now confider briefly, what are the prevai£p» 
ing difpofitions and inclinations of holy perfons* 

I hey are under the habitualinfluence of the fear of 
God. God has put his fear into their hearts; lo that,, 
inflead of living without him, as once they didV they 
are in the fear of God all the day lon^.. They know 
that his eye is upon them ; they fet him always before 
them, and their defire is, to pleale him in all they^ 
think, and fpeak, and do« 

Again, They are humble. Humility is the root of 
fill other graces, and the only foil in which they will 
grow. They know themfclves ; they know the plague 
of their own hearts; they are conlcious ofinnume* 
Table fins to which the world are ftrangers* The ue- 
membrance of fins committed in their carnal ftate, 
covers them with fhame; and the fcnfe of much re* 
jnaining corruption keeps them lov*^ in their owtt 
.tyes ; fo that tliey not only lie in the duft before Go(l» 
but they are kept from delpifing their neighbour.. If 
they differ from the worft of iriankind, they remem- 
ber diat grace alone made them to differ. Thus, being 
eonverted, they receive the kingdom of heaven as 
little children, and learn to live conftantly dependent 
cn the wifdom, grace, and power of their heavenly 
Farther. 

Once more, Holyperfons zrt fpiritual znd heavenly^ 
mindii. Faith has led them to regard fiiture and eter^^ 
nal ^ingS) far above the vanities of time. That 
whkA is bora of the Spirit is fpirit*'' Their minds 
K 3 vfe 
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arc difpofcd to prefer fpiritualto carnal things. When 
engaged in fpiritual duties they are in their element; 
and, at times, can look doyrn with becoming indif- 
ference on all the trifles of time. By the crofs of 
Chrift " the world is crucified to them that is, 
they arc no more delighted with the world, than a 
good man would be with the rotten carcafe of a ma- 
lefador; and they likewife are crucified to the 
world the world can aft upon them with no greater 
efficacy than the objeds of fenfe can upon a dead 
perfon. 

But, above all, Love is the grand prevailing difpo- 
fition of holy perfons. God appears infinitely lovely 
to a believer. His love in Chrifl Jefus.is flrongly at- 
traftive. They love him becaufe he firft loved them. 
Having a good hope through, grace that God for 
Chrifl's fake has pardoned their fins, accepted their 
perfons, and that he will bring them to glory, they 
feel tbemfelves conflrained to depart from iniquity, 
which they know he hates, and to praftife holinels, 
which they know he loves. Hence his people, his 
word, his day, his caufc, become their delight; and, 
to glorify him, is the new end of their being. This 
leads us -further to obferve, that the anions of fuch 
perfons muft needs be holy alfo. Their nature being 
renQwed, and their difpofitionft fanftified. 

They become holy in all manner of converfation 
and godlinefs. It would be infamous hypocrify in a 
man to profefs that his heart is holy, if his life is im- 
moral. Morality there may be without holinefs ; but 
there can be no holinefs without morality. The law 
of God being written on the heart, and the love of 
God (bed abroad in it, obedience will become eafy 
and pleafant, Chrift's yoke is eafy, and his burden is 
light. But here is a large field which we can hut juft 
enter upon. 

Good 
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Good works ^ properly fo called, muft be done from 
a right principle ; that is, the new nature, or grace of 
the Spirit in a believer : they muft be done according 
to a right rule^ which is the word of God ; and they 
muft be done to a right end ; and that is, to glorify 
God. O how few works are truly good, if tried by 
thefe rules ! 

Holinefs comprehends all the duties we owe to 
God ; thefe muft be regarded in the firjitlace : whereas 
many people leave them entirely out of their account. 
What is more common than to hear ignorant perfons 
comfort themfelves againft the fears of death, by their 
having been honeft, and having paid every one his 
own. To fuch perfons we may put the queftion that 
a minifter once put to fuch a perfon on a dying bed 

But have you paid God what you owed him 
Alas, we owe God our hearts, our love, our obedi- 
ence ; but how many forgot God ; lived without God ; 
and rebelled againft God, all their lives. But a holy 
man has a fteady regard to the word, will, and glory 
of God, in all his ways. 

Nor will our neighbour be forgotten. Religion 
does not confift entirely in praying and worlhipping 
God : tlie holy man brings religion into all his con- 
cerns. It is a great truth, that ** to be really holy is to 
be relatively holy. Hohnefs will make good hulbands 
and wives ; good parents and children good niafters 
and miftreflcs j good tradefmen ; good fervants ; and 
good fubjefts. It will do this. It aftually does it, 
to theaftonilhment of all who obferve it; and this is 
the beft way that people can take to promote the gof- 
pel, and make their neighbours like it. Our light 
muft fliine before men," and then they feeing our ^ 
good works, will glorify our Father which is in 
heaven." This is a flxort account of real holinefs : 
let us now proceed, 
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IT. To prove the necejpty of hoSners^^ mtWfXA^ 
dares, that without it, no man ihall fae tlltl^ 
The whole Scripture tellifies to the fame ^yUit And 
furely it muft be evident, in a moment, toewry con- 
fidcrate pcrfon, for it is a part of our faJvation \ anJ 
to t.ilk of being faved without holinefs, is at 
as to fpeak of being faved without falvatioo, 
Chii I came to fave us fr^m our JinSy not to fi 
them. To be faved from the guilt of fin,, o 
parJoned, is but half our falyation ; Jcin^ 
equallv defigned by his death to "ledecm us i 
ini(]i.i'-y, and to purify unto bimfelf a peculiar 1^. 
zealous of good works." Chrifl therefore ^npT 
will not be divided ; we muft have the whole 
falvation, or none of it. Let none tjasi^w^ f^fjltt^ 
of ialvation while the love aind pra^ie^ Kf . 
voluntarily continued. 

Beiides, the command of ihews tfit TMI 
holinefs. What is the language of the law ? * 
holy, for I am holy and it is the langua|f 
holygofpel too. The fame gofpel that bnr 
vation, teaches us to deny all ungodlinefs and f 
lufts \ ana to live foberly, righteou%, indf 
this prefent world.'' 

Again, The eleifing love of God proves the 
of liolinefs. Did God choofe from all ctccnitj 
whom he will finally glorify ? Ycs i but fiat 
purpofe? " Tliat they <hould be holy," Ejfc 
Did he predeftinate them to eternal li^f X» 
for this end, ** that they fhould be coilf&nndl' 
image of his Son," Rom. viii. 29. 

Above all, the nature of God^ and the mtun of heaven^ 
which confifts in the fight, fervice, and enjoyment of 
God, make it abfolutely neceflary that we inoold be 

holvs fnr ** wifhrvnl* this a« mir t<^»;^ aflFirnn«- « nn 



holy; for ** without this, 
man ftiall fee the Lord." 



as our text affirms, " no 
No man-, Ibe lie who hi 
nQayt 
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tnajr. Whether high or low ; rich or poor ; learned 
or Ignorant ; efteemed or difefteemed of men. No man\ 
whatever his knowledge or religion may be, or how- 
ever high his profeffion; whether he boaft of his vir- 
tue, or his creed, of his works, or his prayers — all, all 
J$ in vain without holinefs. Let no man then deceive 
Pirafelf with vain words, the God of heaven has de* 
preed that the unholy man (hall not enter into his 
fiingdom. 

& Indeed, it is moft certain that heaven itfelf would 
Ke a hell to the wicked. The natural man well 
Knows, and muft confefs he has no relifli for any thing 
Rcavenly. His pleafures are fenfual and worldly. Hft 
Hclight is in folly, and vanity, and fin. The wicked 
l>f the earth are his chofen companions. He hates 
■nd i)erfecutes the godly ; defpifcs them becaufe they 
■jTe faints ; perhaps difturbs their worfhip, and injures 
■heir perfons. Prayer and praife, reading and hearing 
vhe word of God, are dull and melancholy things. 
■The fabbath itfelf is a burden. How then can an 
ninholy foul go to heaven ? It is impofTible in the 
piaiture of things, and doubly impoflible by the decree 
ftif God. Much more might be faid to mew the ne- 
■Ceility of holinefs; but furely enough has been faid to 
Iktisiy every reafonable perfon. May we not hope 
that fome are now faying. Yes, it is plain enough. God 
has faid it, and I believe it. I believe it for myfelf, 
tnd I am now ready to inquire, How mav 1, who am 
an unholy creature by nature and by pra^icen become 
holy? We fhall ghtUy anfwer fo neceflary an ia- 
; quiry, for this is the laft thing propofed, namely, 
HI. The fneans wliereby ^e mav bvcofne holy. 
And here it is neccffary to oblervc, that no perfon in 
a natural Hate can arrive at true holinefs by his own 
power or exertions. " That which is born of the 
flcfh is flefci". n<>tbi"g tnore, nothing better, nor ever 
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will be. *TiIl we arc born again ; 'till we believe in 
Clirift; 'till we are united to him) we can never be 
holy in the leaft degree. The lhadow and rcfembiancc 
of holinefs there may be, in morality and virtoe; but 
all the true holinefs that ever was in the World, or ever 
will be in it, is as much from Chrift, as all the light 
we have is from the fun. In vain therefore do ppor 
ignorant fouls labour for very vanity in fading, pray- 
ing, penances, fcc. &c. while they forget Chrift. 
Equally wrong is their notion who think they muft 
be indebted to Chrift for pardon, but to their own 
good endeavours for holinefs ; the language of the 
true Chriftian is "Surely in the L6rd Jefus have I 
righteoufnefs and Jirength ^* 

Know therefore, my friends, that as the fin of our 
nature was derived to us from Adam, the firft maU) fo 
all the holinefs of our new nature muft be derived to 
U8 from Jefus Chrift, the fecond Adam ; that as we 
have born the image of the earthly, we may alfo bear 
the image of the heavenly.*' Now, bleflcd be God, 
there is a fulnefs of grace in Chrift for his whole 
church ; of which church are we, if enabled by faith 
to receive Chrift, and out of his fulnefs receive grace 



Faith \% that grace which God has appointed as the 
means of our becoming holy. * People have a very 
wrong notion of &ith> who think it an enemy of 
holineft, or eood works. If we look into the Scripture 
we (hall find, that the hearts of the vileft heathens 
were " purified by faith in Chrift,*' Afts xv. 9. and 
fanaified by faith," Aasxxvi. i8. The faith that 
brings the convinced finner to Chrift for falvation, 
receives from him, as ic were pardon with one hand» 
and holinefs with the other. 

Obferve, likewife, tliat the comforts of the gofpeU fuch 
asafiorance of God'slove and thj^ pardon of our fin&; 
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peace of cbnfclencc; joy in tlie Holy Ghoft; and the 
hope of glory, have a wonderful tendency to promote 
our holinefs. 

For the fame purpofe we muft diligently read our 
Bibles ; frequently hear the preached gofpel, and efpe- 
cially abound in prayer. And though thefe means 
have no power in thcmfelves to make us holy, yet they 
are appomted of God for our ufc; and in the right ufe 
of them every grace is exercifed, and by exercife in- 
creafed. Thus a fenfe of the evil of fin, and of the 
beauty of holinefs is kept up, and thus efpecially, are 
our fouls led out of themfelves, in direft a£ts of faith> 
to Jefus, and fo enabled to receive daily fupplies of 
grace for our growth in holinefs. 



APPLICATION. 

And is this holinefs? O, my friends, where Is it to 
be found ? O how little of it is to be/ecn in our world ! 
Yet this is indeed that image of God in which every 
true Chriftian is renewed, and without which a perfon 
is yet in his fins, and dying fo, muft perifii for ever. , 

And does not this alarm the carelefs finner who 
daily indulges the love and praftice of fin ? Say, dying 
fellow-creature, is not thy heart at far from this ho- 
linefs as the eaft is from weft ? You know it is. And 
what muft be the confequence ? . Doft thou not be- 
lieve the God of truth, that this unholinefs muft (hut 
you out of heaven ? Has it not been clearly proved 
that fuch as you cannot be admitted there ? Your 
own heart allows that It is impoffible. 

But furely you are not willing matters fliould re- 
main thus. Does a defire arife in your heart, O that 
I were holy ? Well, bleiled be God for fuch a defire» 
Know, my friends, that all arc alike by nature. If any 
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-here irc made holf , fovereign grace made them (a. 
Do you begin tocry, Whatmuft 1 do? Weanfwcr, 
firft look to Chrift for the pardon of your fins; and 
tl>en, for the purity of your heart. You muft not 
firft ftrivc to make yourfelvcs better, and then thmk 
you may come to him with better hope of falvation; 
but come iron^, come jujl as you are^ and the friend of 
finners will receive you. 

The fame direiUon may be ufeful to thofe who are 
fceking the kingdom of God and bis righteoufneis ; 
who mourn over remaining corruptibni and long for 
the image of God. Look to Jefus for it. Remember 
tliat by virtue of union to Ghrift, you may, by faith, 
derive daily grace from hira^ though the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Without him you can do nothing 
but ** his grace is fufficicnt" for all thing . In the 
cxcrcifc of con{lantfaith> and in the diligent ufe of all 
appointed means, expeft the fupplies of the Spirit; 
believing, afluijedly, Ui^t he who has begun the good 
work in you will carry it. on, till made meet for the 
heavenly inheritance. 
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HEBREWS ix. 27. 

It Is appointed unto Men once io die^ iut ofter this 
the Judgment. 

IT is recorded of Philip, King of Macedon, that 
he ordered one of his pages to come every morn- 
ing to his chamber door, and cry aloud — "Philip, 
remember thou art mortal!" How much the conduit 
of this heathen prince fhames numbers of people cal- 
led Chriftians, who, inllead of keeping their mortali- 
ty in mind, do all in their power to forget it. This 
difcourfe is intended to call your ferious intention to 
tvbat fo much concerns you. Like Mofes therefore 
we fay O that you were wife, that you underftood 
this, that you would conlider yourlatter end !" May 
you be led to pray. ** So teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wiiHom !" 

Our firft bulinefs at this time is with DEATH. 
There is fomething folemn in the very name ! but, 0, 
who can tell what death is ? None of our relations or 
neighbours return from the grave to inform us ; we 
muft learn its nature, its caufe, and its confequences 
from the faithful word of God. We may indeed fee 
fomething of it in our dying friends. We may fee 
the hafty progrefs of fome fiital difeafe. The pains, 
the groans, the agonies of the dying, we baVtobferv- 
cd. We have fcen many a man cut down in the 
midll of life ; hearty, ftrong, and cheerful, one week; 
the next, a pale, cold, lifelefs corpfe, lying in his cof- 
fin, or carried to the church -yard. Others we have 
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fecn or hca^'d of, cut ofF without a moment's warn- 
ing ; perfeAly well one moment, the next in eternity. 
How true is the Scripture — *' All flefh is grafs, a»d 
the goodlinefs thereof as the flower of the field ; in 
the morning it flourilheth, in the evening it is cut 
down and withered." How frail is man ! At his 
beft eftate he is altogether vanity." He is cruflied 
fooner than the moth. 

What awful feparatlom does death make ! It re- 
moves us at once, from our neareft relations, and 
dearefl friends. We fhut our eyes to all the world ; 

we (hall fee man no more in the land of the liv- 
ing*" Death puts a fudden period to all our projefls> 

food or bad ; in that very day our thoughts perifh,'* 
t deprives the great of all their pomp and power 
and the rich of all their pofleffions ; for man bring- 
eth nothing with him into this world, and it is certain 
he can carry nothing out."' 

Death is unlverJaL Other evils are partial. But 
all men die; for what man is he that liveth, and 
fliall not fee death?" Death has reigned in all ages; 
and though in early times, fome men lived many 
hundreds of years, yet they all died at Idft. Death 
reigns in all countries : as certainly as the tide ebbs 
and flows, fo '* one generation paflTeth away, and an- 
other cometh." This is " the way of all flcfh." The 
giavc is the houfc appointed for all living.*' 
There is no difcharge in this war." We muft 
needs die." 

Death is in awful ! The fear of death; the 
agonies of death ; the ghaftly appearance of the dead ; 
the fad change that takes place in the body, which 
renders it ofi^enfive, and obliges us to buiy it out d{ 
our fighi: ; the cold grave, the crawling worms, the 
fordid duft — all thefe are terrible things to nature. 
But what makes death a thoufand times more terrible 
L 2 
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that it is ihe tffeSl of GocTs anger. Had there 
been no fill, there had been no death. God, to keep 
Adam from fin, threatened him with death \ but Sa- 
tan, the father of lies, faid he fhould not die. He 
ventured on the forbidden fruit, and fo, by his fin, 
<* death came into the world and hath pafled upon air' 
his children in every fucceeding age. Death, then, 
IS ** the wages of fin it carries with it the moft aw- 
ful marks of God*s anger. This is julllv called by St. 
Paul the Jllng of death : " the fting ot death is fin " 
It is the conlcioufnefs of guilt, and the juft dread of 
future mifery, which makes death fo very dreadful. 
Poor thoughtlcfs mortals, neglefting to regard the 
glorious gofpel of Jefus Chrift, which brings afove* 
reign remedy, are unwilling to think of it; they put 
off as much as poflible the evil day : but did they 
know the love of Chrift in dying to difarmdsath of 
its fting, did they confider, that, by faith in Jefus, all 
the danger of death may be avoided, they would fit 
down and look death in the face; and wifely confider, 
how they may meet, with fafety and pleaiure^ what 
they can never avoid. 

For let it be remembered, that the death of each of 
us, hereprefent, is abfolutely certain. Our text fays, 

It is appointed it is the firm decree of God, which 
cannot be reverfed. It is the unalterable law of God, 
a law which no finner can tranfgrefs; other laws of 
God are trampled under feet, but this muji be obey- 
ed. We know not when^ ilor how we fhall die ; but 
we arc fure that we muJi die. Whether we are high 
or low ; rich or poor ; male or female ; young or old ; 

it is appointed for us once to die.'* Poffibly, when 
death comes, we may be very unfit to die ; very un- 
willing to die ; but death will not delay on that ac- 
count: ready or unready, when the hour comes, we 
muft fubmit. It is faid of the wicked — he is driven 
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away in his wicked nefs"—/«^/^A?«/y perhaps; atleaft 
unexpeSfedly* It was *' when the rich fool" talked of 
many years to come, that God faid to him, " this 
night mall thy foul be required of thee:" ohtiwiolent^ 
ly dragged to the grave, like a malefaftor to the gaU 
lows. O what would fome great and rich finners; 
have given for a few weeks, or a few hours of life, if 
money could have bought them : but death will not 
be bribed : go the finner muft, " although the pl^yfi- 
cian help, friends groan, the wife and children weep, 
and the man himfelf ufe his utmoft' endeavours to re- 
tain the fpirit; his foul is required of him ; yield he 
muft, and go, where he fliall never more fee the light" 

Here let us ftop a moment ; and apply to ourfelves 
what has already been faid. 

li life fo Jhort ? Then why fhould we wafte it ? 
Why fhould we make it ftiorter by our fin and folly? 
How much of our precious time is entirely loft ! What 
lhall we think of fports and paftimes, cards, and plays, 
and dancing, which are exprefsly intended to kill 
time ? — To kill time ! Shocking expre.ffion to the ears 
of aChriftian ! O had you heard what fome dying fin- 
ners have faid of their murdered time, when time with 
them was nearly over, you would dread the thoughts 
of killing time; ratl^er would you ftudy how to "re- 
deem time," and ofeey thediredion of the wife man, 
Eccl. ix. lO. " WSiatfoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it v^th all thy might ; for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wifdom in the grave> 
whither thou goeft." 

Is death certain F Will it furely come, and you 
know not how foon ? Then let it be your firft bufinefs 
to prepare for it. This is our Lord's advice i " Be 
ye alfo ready, for ye know not when the Son of man 
cometh." It is appointed unto men once to die, once 
only: now that which can be done but once, Ihould 
L 3 he 



6 



DEATH ASD TCDGMEKT. 



r/? well ; rpfch!'*- ss omt eternal a3 depends 
i2>cr. :r. A? t!.e tree falls !o :t lies ; as death leaves. 
u= ;udzn:er.t £-c? us ; if 21 error happens here, itcaa 
!.27tr be rcaif i";;d. Scrc!y then :t is the higheft wif- 
clom of zmn to be prepared for thi> great change. 

Let -2^ r.G-.v proceed to ih^ jhsyid part of this great 
fjb-ejt, i\2.m^\\' E:aKa!jucgmeKt'y ** after death tLc 
jjcg.-ent." 

Ininaeiiarely after death, it is prefamed^ the foul, 
fcparatcd fzozn the body, appears bicfore God ; and by 
a private, psrticu'.ar, ar.d peifcr.al judgment, receives 
the fentf nee of eternal life, or eternal death. The 
Scripture abundantly (hews, that the foul fobiifls in a 
feparare ftste from the body. Our Lord promifed the 
dyir.g thief that he ihould be with him, on the very 
dly of his death, in paradife; and St. Paul longed 
** to be abfent from the body, and prefcnt with the 
Lord;" accounting it far better than the higheft ftatc 
of privilege or ufefulnefs in the church- 
But the accounts we have in the Scripture of the 
judgment, refer to the great day^ when the dead (hall 
be raifed from their graves, when fmall and great 
fhall ftand before the judgment feat of Chrift. The 
glory and grandeur of this day will be far beyond tlie 
power of language to exprefs. The trumpet (hall 
found, and the dead ftiall be raifed." " The Lord 
Jefus fhall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, 
with his mighty angels." ** The Son of man fhall 
come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him : 
then (hall he fit upon the throne of his glory ; and be- 
fore him (hall be gathered all nations, and he (hall 
feparate them one from another, as a (hepherd divid- 
tth his (beep from the goats." 

Reafon itfelf muft allow the necefEty of a future 
judgment, Atprefent, we often fee the wicked prof- 
per, while good men are much afflided. How many 
4 murderers^ 
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murderers, oppreflTors, and perfecutors, efcape puniHi- 
ment. But it is inconfiftent with thejufticeof God, 
that it fliould always be fo. He hath appointed a 
day in which he will judge the world in righteoufnefs," 
when all men fhall give an account of what they liave 
done in the body, whether it be good or bad.'* Even 
now con/cience teftifies to the future judgment, by paf- 
ling a private fentence on all our aft ions ; and fura- . 
moning us to appear at the bar of God, to anfwet 
for them. 

To fhew how juftFy and righteoully every thing will 
be done on that occafion, it is faid. Rev. xx, 12. 
** The books were opened, and the dead were judged 
out of thofe things, which were written in the books,, 
according to their works." 

The book of the law will be opened. The com- 
mandments of God are the rule of men's aftions ; and 
are any of the works of the law ?" Do they feek 
righteoufnefs by their doings ? Let them nowappeal^ 
to the fearcher of hearts, that they never broke this 
law in thought, word, or deed, but loved and ferved 
God perfeftly, without fin, all their lives ; then may, 
they claim life by the law; but this is impoflible. No 
man living will be juftified in this manner ; but the 
law will forever condemn all who have broken it, yet 
have neglefted the great falvalion revealed in. 

The book of the go/pel. In this blcfled book " the 
law of faith" is revealed; it is declared, tliat he that 
believeth in Jefus lhall be faved ; and happy will it be 
for thofe who are found true believers; who, having 
known their ruined and helplefs ftate by the law, have 
fled for refuge to the grace of the gpfpel, and believ- 
ing in Jefus for righteoufnefs, are *' found in him." 

Befide thefe, the book of God's remembrance will 
be opened. God, who knows all our aftions, and all 
our fecret thoughts, records them in his book. No- 
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thing done by man, u hether good or bad, is forgotten ; 
for it is written, that he will bring every fecret 
thing into judgment," and that for ever) idle word 
that men fpeak, they (hall render an account." 

Exaftly agreeing with this, will be the book of 
confclence^ which (hall alfo be opened ; or, in plainer | 
words, ^very man fliall Hand convidled in his own 
confciencc, that he is guilty of every charge brought 
againft him by the law. At prefent finners take little 
notice of their fins; and if they feel a little remorfe 
of confcience, foon forget it; but at the great day, 
tliey will all rulh upon the memory. Confcience 
(hall ferve inftead of a thoufand witnc(Ics j and, as 
tlie Scripture fpeaks, every mouth (hall be flopped, 
♦and all the world become guilty before God," 

But, blefled be God, there will be one more book 
opened, and that is, the book of life^ containing a lift of 
the names of all the people of God; jeven of thofe 
who were chofen by the Father to falvation, redeem- 
ed by the blood of Chrift; and who were called, re- 
newed, and fan£lified by the Holy ISpirit- Here will 
be found the names of all thofe people who were con- 
vinced of their fin and mifery, humbled on account of 
their abominations, and who being enlightened in 
the knowledge of Chrift, came to him by precious 
faith, for life and falvation ; and who pi oved the truth 
of tlTcir faith by the holinefs of their lives and con- 
verfation. 

Now hear from the word of God what will be the 
fentencQi pronounced on the aftemhled w-tL.I, at that 
awful per/od. When a poor criminal at the aifizes is 
tried for his life, what a folemn momjnt is that, when 
filence being deman cd by an oiicer of the court, 
every voice is hulhed, a .d every eye is fixed on the 
judge! Each of us fliall the; i become, not a,fpe£tator 
of another's trial, but an expeftant of our own fen- 
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tcnce ; that fciUcnce which (hall fix, beyond the pof- 
libility-of an alteration, our happy, or our miferable 
doom. 

Now. hearken ! Matt. xxiv. 34. Then fhall the 
King fay unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
bleflcd of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you, from the foundation of the world : for I was 
an hungered, and ye gave me meat ; I was thirfty, 
and ye gave me drink," &c. &c. Let us take care, my 
friends, to underftand this aright ; for many have 
fadly miftaken it. We are not to imagine, that fuch 
good works as are here mentioned merit heaven ; 
this is not only contrary to the whole gofpel, but con- 
trary alfo to the meaning of this place. You are to 
obferve, that the judgment here reprefented is of 
profeffors of the gofpel : all the perfons here fpoken 
of, both at the right and left hand of Chrift, are fuch 
as were called by his name, and profefled to be be- 
lievers in him : and when it is faid tliey are judged 
according to their worlks^ it means, according to the 
evidence of their works ; that is, whether the faith 
they pretended to have, brought forth good works or 
not. T he fentence pafled is not for their works^ nor 
for their faith neither. The kingdom they receive is 
not their wagesy but their inheritance; not merited, as 
it were yefterday, but ^* prepared for them, before 
the foundation of the world and they were prepared 
for it, not by their works, but by the grace of God, 
which united them to Chrift, led them to believe, 
and enabled them to bring forth the fruits here men- 
tioned, namely, works of love to the faints; not mere 
works of humanity ; but of love to the poor defpifed 
faints of God, becaufe they belonged to Jefus. Thefe 
happy perfons yon fee had no proud thoughts of the 
merit of their aftions, for they humbly cry, " Lord, 
when faw we thee hungry and gave thee meat." &c. 
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But O llow awful is the otlier fentencc. " Then 
fhall lie fay unto them on the left hand. Depart^ yt 
turfedy into cverlafting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels !" O what a word is that — Depart'* 
What ! depart from C hrift ? Depart from the foun- 
tain of all happincfs? It will be to the condemned 
finncr the molt dreadful word that ever foanded in his 
cars : and yet, how dreadfully juft ! for it will be faid 
to that finncr, who, in his heart, has faid a thoufani 
times to Chrift, " Depart from me, for i defire nptth: 
knowledge of thy ways." 

This fentencc will be pronounced againft thofe 
profcflbrs of religion, whofe pretended faith did not 
Dring forth the fruits of love to the faints. Sins of 
emij/ton only are here mentioned ; neglefting to help 
and relieve the poor and afBifted members of Chrift. 
And if this will be fufficient ground of condemnation, 
what think yqu will be the lot of perfecators, who in- 
ftead of feeding, clothing, and vifiting the members of 
Chrift, robbed them of their food, raiipent, liberty, 
and life? What will be the portion of drunkards, 
fwcarers, whoremongers, fabbath -breakers, and the 
whole herd of profane and vicious finners? Such, we 
arc clfewherc alTurcd, fliall not inherit the kingdom 
of heaven, but muft have-'their portion with devils 
and damned fpirits. 



APPLICATION. 

When St. Paul *^ reafoned of righleoufnefs, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come, VtVxyitremblcdJ*^ Did 
a heathen judge ticmble, and fhall a Chriftifn be ftu- 
pid and unafFc^lcd? * Behold he comelh with clouds! 
Every eye (hall fi^e him Tour eyes fhall (ee him. 
You have received the folcmn fummons this dav. 

What 
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What will you do ? If wife, you will aft like Noah, 
who being warned of God of things not feen asyctj 
moved with fear, builded an ark to the laving of his 
lioufe." If unwife,you will be like his infidel neigh- 
bours, who laughed him to fcorn, and perillied in the 
flood. If ever you would wifli then to be numbered 
with the faints, now lay to heart the folemn truths 
you have heard. Retire a little from the buftle of the 
world, and from the company of the gay. Endeavour 
to realize the important fcene. O think of the tre#- 
mendous day, and the miferable ftate of poor Chrifl?- 
lefs finncrs- " Thofe who are then found Chriftlefs, 
will alfo be fpeechlefs, helplefs, and hopelefs. Ho\f^ 
will their hands hang down, and their knees knock 
together? O what pale faces, quivering lips, and faint- 
ing hearts ! O dreadful day, when the earth (hall hp 
trembling, the ftars falling, the trumpet founding, the 
dead rifing, the elements melting, and the world on 
firer' 

This fcene, fo tremendous to the finner, will be 
the moft happy and joyful that was ever known, to 
the humble believer in Jefus. The fecond coming of 
Chrift is fpoken of in Scripture as a moft defirable 
event ; and true Chriftians are defcribed as " loving his 
appearance," and faying, ** Come, Lord Jefus, come 
quickly.'* And would you not wilh to call this great 
and glorious Judge your friend, and to be owned by 
him at the great day? Well then, know, my friends, 
that he is now fet before you in the gofpel, as an all- 
fufiicient and moft gracious Saviour. He is now as 
gracious as he will then be glorious. Why would you 
keep at a diftance from him ? His blood can cleanfe 
you from all your paft fins, though deeply dyed, as 
icarlet and as crirafon. He came to feek and lave 
fuch finners as you. Look then to him and be fav- 
cd. Come but to him, he will not caft you out. Be- 
lieve 
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licvc in him, and he will be your friend. Your firft 
buiinefs in religion is to fly to your Saviour's arms, 
and find falTation in his blood. He will then give 
you his Holy Spirit to foften your heart, fubducyour 
iniquities, and enable you to bring forth thofc works 
of love, which he will gracioufly own and reward in 
the great dav. 

Let the thoughts of appointed death and judg- 
ment*' be duly improved by the believer. What 
watchfulnefs, what ferioufnefs, becomes us ! Let us 
be concerned to be always ready ; daily walking hum- 
bly and clofely with God : fitting loofe to all created 
cbjc£ts, from which death may fo fuddenly fcparatc 
us ; and having our affedions let on heavenly things, 
to which death will fo readily tranfmit us. Look on 
death as a difarmed foe ; a fcrpcnt which may hifs, 
but cannot fting. Look on judgment as a moft de- 
firablc event ; when foul and body being united, and 
made perfeft in holinef&» (hall be openly acknowledg- 
ed, and for ever made happy in the full enjoyment of 
Chrift to all eternity. 

Blcffed be God, for Jefus Chrift ! 
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And thefe Jhallgo away into everlajiing PunijkfK^i 
> iut the Righteous into Life eternal. ■ 
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MATTHEW xxiv. 46. 

uifnd thefe /hall g9 away into everlajling Punijhment \ 
hut the Righteous into Life etermU 

THAT th^rc are two eternal ftates, the one of 
happinefs, and the other of mifery, in one of 
which each of us will foon be fixed, is a truth which 
xnoft men profefe to believe. But if we look at the 
aftions of moft men, and thefe fpeak louder than 
their words, we are forced to fay with the fcripture 
—"all men have net faith/* A true, belief of an 
eternal helJ, and an eternal heaven, cannot fail to 
make us fly from the one, and endeavour to fecure 
the other. But even where we may hope there is a 
fcttjed belief of thefe things, it mu£k be owned, 
through the cares and labours, or ple^fures of life, 
they do not make fo ftrong impreffion u|>on us as 
they ought, nor are we fo diligent in our preparation 
for eternitv as wft &imUl be. It will he therefore 
profitable tor us to confider thofe two ftates of hell 
and heaven, which are fpoken of in the text ; which 
tells us what will be the immediate confequence of 
the fcntences which Chrift, the great judge of quick 
and dead, fhali pronpunce oi\ ^1 mankmd, at the 
great day. To thole on his right hand he will fay, 
«' Come, ye bteflfed to tliofe oabisldti. " Go, yc 
curfed/* The fenteocewiU be^ no fooner pronounced 
than executed. TbefeI^(hait^o away into everlaft- 
ing punifliment, but U)^ righteous into life eternal." 

The 
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The very word Eternity ought to fix our attention 
on this great fubje£t. O that it may have as good an 
cfleft upon every perfon here, as it had upon a lady, 
of whom the following ftory is related by feveral 
authors : A lady, who was fond of gaiety, fpent 
the whole afternoon and evening with a party at 
cards, and other vain amufements ; and, returning 
home late at night, found her waiting-maid dili- 
gently reading a religious book. Happening to look 
over her flioulder, Ihe faw what it was, and faid. 
Poor melancholy foul, why doil thou fit here fo 
long poring upon thy bopk? After this (he retired 
to bed, but could not deep : Ihelayfighing and weep- 
ing for feveral hours ; being repeatedly aiked by her 
fervant what was the matter, ihe burft into tears, and 
faid— O, it was one word that I faw in you book 
that troubles me ; tiiere 1 faw the word Eternity. God 
p-ant, my friends, that we may now fo confider 
eternity, tliat the word may not be a trouble to us, 
but a pleafure ! In order to this, we muft, FirJI^ 
Confider the fcripture account of bell ; that fo 
we may efcapc it; and, Secondly^ The fcripture 
account pf heaven, tliat fo we may be put upon 
feeking ijC«.. 

Firft, tl|en, let urtum our thoughts to the account 
that the word of God gives us of hell. It is true, it 
is an awful fubjed, and wicked men do not love to 
hear of it : but if they cannot bear to hear of it, how 
will they be able to endure it ? Our Saviour, in the 
text, calls it Ever /a fling puni/hment^ 

Ith punijbment. Now punilhment is a pain infli<aecl 
on account of the breaking fome law. HeU is the 
prifon where the breakers of God's law will be con- 
fined and punifhed. God has made known his will 
in the ten commandments. Thefe require us to love 
and ferve him i but being fallen creatures^^ and unable 
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of ourfelves to do it aright, he has alfo given us his 
gofpel. Herein Chrift is fet forth as an all-fu£cient 
Tiaviour; able and willing to favc us fronni the guilt 
already contradlcd by our fins ; and to renew and 
j'anftity us, that we may comply whh his will, 
and fervehini acceptably. This is certainly our rea- 
ionable fcrvice. But the finner refufes it* He is fo 
llrongly bound with the cords of his fins, fo in love 
•with the lufts of the flefh, fo befotted with the love 
of the world, that he perfifts in his fin, notwithftand- 
ing the warnings of God; and ncglefts falvation, 
though a thoufand times invited and intreated. Thus 
lie lives and thus he dies. What muft be the confc- 
qucnce ? God is juft, as well as merciful. His laws 
cannot to be difpenfed with. The finner has no 
room to complain. He was warned; he was entreated ; 
but he chofe the ways of fin, and now he mull take 
the wages ; for the wages of fin is death." Not the 
death of the body only, for good men as well as bad 
men die; hxxt the fecond deaths the death of the foul, 
in its everlafting I'eparation from God, the fountain 
of life and happinefs. 

This is the import of that awful word jk^art. In 
t1?e prefent world, whether men know itfi not, all 
their comfort flows from his favour. God ^ the chief 
good, and the fource of all the good in the world. It 
is he v;liO has made creatures what they are. It is his 
fun which fills the world' with light; it is his power 
by which man lubfifts, and enjoys his fenfes and his 
health. It is from hi^ creatures we get our food and 
raiment ; and though wicked men forget God in all 
their mercies, they are neverthelefs from him, and in 
their proper tendency lead to him, for ** the good- 
nefs of God leadethus to repentance.'* But in hell, all 
thefe comforts will be withdrawn. They did not an- 
Iwer their purpofe to foftcn the hard, and rebelIiou« 

Ueart 
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heart to obedience ; and now, thefeafon of trial, and 
the day of grace being over, tliere is no end for 
which they fhould be continued. . 

But it is not the lofs of bodily comforts only that 
the damned muft fuftain ; they muft for ever lofo 
the infinite pleafures that the redeemed will enjoy in 
the prefenceof Chrift, and in the focicty of che blefled. 
. This indeed they do not value now; but they will 
then. They will then plainly fee that heaven itfcif 
confifts in the preience and favour of God. They 
will have a tormenting profpeft of the happinefs of 
others : fo Dives, in the parable, is reprelented as 
feeing Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bo- 
ibm:" and this will aggravate their mifery, as it 
would that of a man perrfliing for hunger, to feer 
others fealling; or, as our Lord exprefles it, Luke 
XV. 28. " There (hall be weeping and gnafhing of 
teeth, when ye lhall fee Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, 
and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and 
you yourfelves thruft out.*^' 

The puniftiment of lofs is not all ; there is the 
punifliment of fenfe likewife ; hell is not only tjie 
lofs of happinefs, but it is the fenfe and feeling of 
the moft exquifite fufFerings. Take an account of it 
from the lips of Jefus Chrift himfelf ; fpeakjng of 
hell, he fays, " Where the worm dieth not, and 
the iire is not quenched." This is the defcription he 
gives of it over and over again, in Mark ix. By 

the worm tliat dieth not" is generally underftood 
the gnawings of a guilty confcience ; or that painful 
remorfe which fiimers will feel, when . they remember 
the fin and folly which brought them to hell. Thus>^ 
in the parable, Abraham fpeaks to Dives, and fays,. 

Son, remember that thou, ;in thy life time, re- 
ceivedft thy good things." 

Memory will be a dreadful fource of mifery. 5on^ 
remember faid Abraham to Dives> Poor finners 
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Villi remember the good inftruftiotis theyitceiTcd 
from tlheir parents, the faithful fermons they heard 
from their minifters, the folemn admonitions they 
had from their own conferences. They will remem- 
ber what fabbaths they mifpent, what mercies Acy 
abttfed, what judgments they flighted. Thry wilt 
remember with what contempt they t r e at ed tenons 
piety ; and in vain will they wifh to be in the place 
of thofe they once defpifed. It will be intolerable 
for them to refled on their folly in parting with 
heaven for fuch wretched trifles. How defpicably 
fmaU'will the pleafnres of fin then appear to them. 
They will not be able to bear themfelvesy when they 
thinK for what they have loft their 6od» and heaven, 
and their fouls And this will fill them with the moft 
horrid rage and fury. They will be inwardly racked 
with envy, hatred, and refentment againft God, 
againft their tempters, againft the companions of 
their fins, and efpecially againft themfelves. 

But befides this inward torment, or " the worm 
that never dies," there will be outward tormtnt^ or, 

the fire that is never quenched." The nature of 
this fire, or the place where it is, are matters of fbolifh 
curiofity ; our bufinefs is not to amufe ourfelves with 
gueftions about it, but to take care to avoid it. God, 
who fuftained the companions of Daniel in a hot 
furnace, fo that they were not fcoiched, can cafily 
fupport life in the burnings of hell. The wrath of 
God, who, as an avenger of fin, is ^ a confuming 
fire/' is the hell of hell : and who can tell the power 
of his anger f Our utmoft fears of it come fliort of 
the truth. A fpark of this fire in a guilty con« 
fcience is intolerable, for " a wounded fpirit who 
can bear?" Job, in his affiftion, cried, *<Thc 
arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poifon 
whereof drinketh up my fpirit : the teiors of God 
let themfelves in array agamft me«^* 

What 
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What will terribly add to the greatnefs of thefc 
iufFerings is, that they are without any intcrraiffion, 
or mitigation. In the gieatcft mifertts of this life, 
God is gracioudy pleaf<d to allow fome intervalt of 
reft; but of thofe in hcU it is faid. Rev. xiy. ii. 
*• They have no reft day nor night.'* Think of this^ 
you who newr ceafc from fin, bat do evil day and 
night; the damned have no reft from their torment* 
Dives afked but a momentary alleviation of his tor- 
ture, when he defired that Lazarus might be fent 

to dip the tip of fais finger in water, smd cool his 
tongue but even this was denied him. 

This, my friends, is a very ihort and flight account 
from the fcriptures of trutli of the dreadful fufier- 
ings of miferable finners in hell. And who, in his 
fenfes, would venture upon fucha courfe of life, as 
mud lead tonne hour^s fufferings of this kind ? But, 
it is not an hour, it is not a day, it it is not a week, it 
is not a month, it is not a year, it is not feven y^n, 
or fourteen years, or an hundred years, it is not a 
thoufand years, it is not merely as long as from the 
foundation of the world to this day, O how would the 
damned rejoice, if ten thouiand years might fini(h 
their miferies ? but it is for ETERNITY. Do 
you ftart at the word ? It is Chrift's word. Chrift 
lays in the text, " thefefliall go away into/^v^Z^- 
ing punifliment.*' In vain do letter-learned men try 
to reafon away the iblernn truth, and leflfen the du- 
ration of future puniihment ; Chrift fays it is eternal % 
and ufes the very fame word to fignify an eternal 
heaven as he does to exprefs an eternal bell ; (for the 
words are the fame in the original) befides, it is faid. 
Rev. xiv. II. "The fmoke of their torment afcendeth 
up for ever and ever;*' and our Lord alfo declares, 
^ their worm dieth not, and their fire is not 
^uenclwd." 

Tremblci 
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TremWc, finner, at the "wrath to row^," That wrath 
which is now coming, and will foon be here, will 
even then be ** wrath to come'* When a million 
million million years are paft it will ftill be " wrath 
to come^^ bccaufe it fliall never have an end ! 

O that we could imprefs upon you a lafting idea of 
Eternity f Suppofe all the vaft ocean to be diftilled by 
lingle drops, and a thoufand years to pafs between 
every drop ; how many millions of years would it take 
to empty it ? Suppofe the whole world to be made up 
of grains of fand, and one grain only to be taken away 
in a thoufand years; how many millions of years 
would it take to remove the whole ? We cannot 
count how long : yet we may fuppofe it may be done 
in a moft immenfe length of time. Suppofe it 
done. Suppofe the ocean emptied, drop by drop. 
Suppofe the globe reduced, grain by grain, to the 
laft fand. But would eternity be Ipent? Would 
eternity be leffened ? No, not at all. It is a whole 
eternity ftill ; and the torments of the damned would 
be as far from an end, as when the reckoning began. 
A minute bears fome proportion to a million years; 
but millions of millions bear iio proportion to 
eternity. 

Sinner, have you reafon? Have you common fenfe? 
Have you fclf-love ? Summon up your powers then, 
and determine this moment, whether you had beftgo 
on in the way of fin, for the fake of your fliort-lived 
pleafures, thus to be repaid with everlafting woe ; or 
whether it will not be your wifdom this moment to 
forfake them, and, by the grace of God, choofe the 
.way to eternal life 

Before we proceed, ftop, and take a view of Jin. 
Will any man but a fool make a mock of fin," 
when he fees what its wages are ? Is that a madman 
who c^eth about arrows, firebrands, and death, and 

faitb^ 
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faith, Am I not in Spott ? He is ten thoufand times 
more mad who fports with lin, and laughs at that 
which fills hell with groans and tears. Be perfuaded 
not to trifle as many do with the names of hell and 
damnation. Many, who cannot bear to hear thefe 
in a Sermon, ufe them in a jefting manner, in their 
common difcourfe. This is one" of Satan's ways to 
ruin fouls. People fport with thefe things, till they 
forget their importance, and find, too late, that they 
are ferious matters. 

Who laughs at fin, laughs at his Maker's frowns ; 
Laughs at the fword of juftice o'er his head ; 
'Laughs at the dear Redeemer's te^rs and wounds 
Who, but for fin, had never groan'd nor bled !" 

** Awake then, thou that fleepeft, and arife frona 
the dead, and Chrift (hall give thee light." Fly, 
finner, from the wrath to come." Efcape for thy 
life, look not behind thee, tarry not in all the plain, 
left thou be confumed." Think, what a miferable 
foul in hell would give to be in thy prefent fituation. 
Think, how hell would refound with joy, could the 
good news of falvation be preached to loft fouls^ 
Well, Sirs, they are preached to you. This day is 
falvatijon come to this houfe. As yet, there is hope. 
Chrift came to deliver from the wrath to come* It 
may be, you were brought here at this time for the 
very purpof* of being warned to fly to the refuge. 
Chrift is a mighty Saviour. Nothing is tea hard 
for him, Come then, for all things are ready." If 
God has made you willing, depend upon it he will 
make you welcome. Who can tell ! inftead of being 
fuel for everlafling burnings, it may be faid of you— 
** Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire ?" 

We now gladly turn to the more pleafing part of 
of our text—** but the righteous into life cternaL" 
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Who arcthc righteous ? There is none righte- 
ous" upon earth, faith the fcripture, " nO not one" 
.—-that is, in himftlf: a righteous man, and a finner) 
are two contraries ; to be righteous, is' to keep the 
law perfnSUT, which no mere man ever did ; and no 
fallen man can ; for all have finned iin being 

the tranigreffion of the law." How then can any 
man, bein^ a finner, become righteous ? There is 
but one way. It is by the rigbteoufnefe of Chrift, 
put to the account of an unrighteous man. This 
righteoufnefs Chrift wrought out by his perfefit obe- 
dience to the law. This righteoufnefe is held out 
in the gofpel ; and when a finner is convinced that 
he wants it, and muft pferifh without it, he comes 
to God for it ; God gives it him ; he receives it by 
£iith, puts it on, wears it, lives and dies in it, ana 
being found in Chrift," he is admitted, in his wed- 
ding garment, to the marriage fupper of the Lamb. 

The pcrfons called righteous" in the text bad 
thus put on Chrift ; and die faith whereby they did 
fo, wrought by love. The context fliews how their 
faith wrought by works : they loved the members of 
Chrift for Chrift's fake, and fhewed their love to 
him, by helping them in their afflidions. Thefe are 
the perfons who go into life eternal. 

fVhat is heaven ? A carnal man can hare no idea 
of it. It is not a Mahometan paradife, where the 
lafts of the fieih may be indulged. No ; ^ life and 
immortality are brought to light by the gofpel;" 
and there we find it confifts in a complete deliverance 
from all the evils of the prefent ftatc ; and in the en- 
joyment of all that can render the foul perfedly and 
for ever hapjpy. 

Need we be told that " mam is bom to trouble ^** 
This is our fad, and only certain, inheritance ; ming* 
Icdiadacdf widi athoufimd undeferved mercies. Bm 

all 
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all the forrows of a believer (hall ccafe at hw deaths 
No more exceffive labour and fatigue. . No pinching 
want and poverty. No painful, irkfome, loathfomc,. 
difeafes. The inhabitant of heaven lhall not fay, I 
am lick.** Nor fliall any of the numberlefs forrows 
of mind, we now feel, follow us to glory. We fliall 
not fufFer in our own perfons, nor fhall we fufFer in 
or by our relations and friends. We lhall " drop the 
body of fin" in the duft j and we lhall no more be 
the grieved fpeftators of fin in the world. *• God 
fhali wipe away all tears from oxa eyes ; and there 
(hall be no more deatli, neither forrow^ nor crying ; 
neither fhall there be any more pain, for the former 
things are paflTed away,** Rev. xxi. 4. 

But this is not all. Our knowledge, which is now 
fo very fmall, (hall be wonderfully increafed. It is 
eternal life to know God ; but O, how little do we 
now know of him ! but ** the pure in heart fhall fee 
God,'* and know, in a moment, more than all the 
learned could attain in many years. ^< We fhall 
know, even as we are known.'* But the heaven of 
heaven will be the prefencc of Chrift, being with, 
Chrift, and beholdfnphis gtory. This is wiiatChrittt. 
as Mediator, prayed for in behalf of his difciples. 
This is what Paul longed for, and wiflied to depart ta» 
enjoy. And what will render the vifion of Gbrift fb 
very excellent is, that we fhall be like him, when we 
fceh im as he is.'* Even onr bodies, when raifed from 
the dead, fhall be made like unto his gloriovs body. 
Add to this another mofi defirable blefEng ;. thecon* 
llant company of the faints* Believers fhall fit dowir 
with Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob; with the prophets 
and apoftles > and wHb all the redeemed of every; 
nation. The employment of glorified fouls will be the 
fame, only in a tar luperior degree, as they delighted 
in on earth. But what tongue can tell, what heart 

can 
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can conceive, what God has prepared for tbem that 
love him ; we muft die to know what heaven is. Suf- 
fice it, for the prefent, that it is perfeft happinefs, 
fuitcd to the children of God ; and that it is eternal. 



APPLICATION- 

What can be faid to engage our regard to religion, 
more than what; has now been read to you. Life and 
death, blcfling and curfing, heaven and hell, have been 
fet before you. Surely one thing is medful-^^ even the 
care of the foul. Is there a dreadful hell? Well ; we 
have been warned of the danger, and advifed to fly to 
Jefus, the only deliverer from the wratli to come. Is 
there a glorious heaven ? We are invited to feek it. 
There is but one way to heaven, and Chrift is that 
way. O what a Saviour is Jefus ? Can we, who de- 
ferve hell, avoid it? Yes, glory be to him, he fhed 
his precious blood to redeem his people from it. His 
perfedl righteoufnefs is the only title to glory ; and this 
righteoumefs is theirs, who believe in him. There 
muft alfo be a fitnefi for tliis holy ftate, and this is the 
work of his Spirit. If we are found among the re* 
deemed, we owe it to the Father's love, the Son's fal- 
vation, an^l the Spirit's grace. God grant that we 
may fo hear his word, at this, and at all times, that, 
mixing feith with it, we may profit thereby; and, 
growing up into Chrift in all things," may ferve and 
enjoy him here, and finally have "abundant entrance 
afforded us, into his cverlafting kingdom and glory." 

Now, to the God of our falvation. Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be univerfal and everlafting praife. Amen* 
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